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Y way of ntfods a on to this m ighty 

_ production, which 5 be thou ght to 

14 8 promiſe great things, and perform nothing, 
like Horace's Mountain-in-Labour, | 


£ (Quid dignum tanto feret hic Promiſſor Hiatu ? 


| * 5 Parturient Montes ; z naſcetur ridiculus Mu 4p 
„ 


7 af give an explication of thoſe Capitals dif- 
15 af in the Title-page, C. 8. P. C. — 
» are the initials of Chairman. of the 
e of the Pai Cle; — an 

- invaluable, and net Altogether unmerited, 

1 4 chonour oonferelen me by my Brethren of 

th new laſt meeting at the 

edben-Tocn, Stand, — which Lan 
© ſuppoted to cajfy, /till;I,refign ay feat to 
my worthy ſueceſſor at the next, who ſhall 

be nameleſe, lis, not having given me a 
commiſſion, nor havę I judged it material 
* apply to him for a licenſe, to publiſh "= 

bis name. -I ſhall therefore veſt; atisfied © 95 

* with allotting him that portion of praiſe, 
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and its liturgy, I am inclined to ref 


[4] 
he ſeems to be a young Elihu, whoſe coun- 
ſels, ſpirit, and integrity, it is probable, 
will not diſgrace any honorable cauſe, in 
which he. may be. engaged throughout life. 


The offenſive t h Irty-nine articles of the . 


faith of the church of England, which 
contain a multiplicity of unintelligible a, 
contradictory metaphyſical propoſitions, = 


in conſequence of a repeated, but - i % 
ceſsful, addreſs to the late Houſe of Com- 
mons, for the removal of the grievance of. 7 
ſubſcription to them, as comprizing, in 
every tittle expreſſive of, the avowed form * 


of faith, as well of thatUeccaſed branch of 


ture, taken ollegtivey, not in-. 


| dividually, ag of tho of the clergy, 1 
of other from whom ſubſeription is 16 : 
quired, W 10. joined not, either in n che pe- 2 : 


Sm » 


n or in the fubſequent Din 0 
But, be that as it may, "it is certain; that 
2 legal deliverance from a yoke fo grievous | 
to the free- born mind, is not yet obtained, 
and that it is ſtill impoſed on candidates 
for orders; on clergymen' offering the- 1 
Flyes to the biſhop for inſtitution to or 
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ces 
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"re attended with the cure of ſouls; 3— en 
graduates in the univerſity of - Oxfords 
whether in arts, divinity, law, phyſick; or, 
' moſt ridiculous/! . muſic, 48 though a 
man were not qualified to play on the fid- 
N dle or organ, without previouſly ſubſerib- 
ing to the truth of abſtruſe and ſenſeleſs 
metaphyſicalj jargon ; an ſchoolmaſters ; 


and, laſtly; O moſt indignum Jatinus t on | 
45 youths: of ſixteen; (experto 0 Cr rede;) when : 


they preſent themſelves for matriculation 
in that antient ſeat of literature; who; at 


that raw ard rinexperienced age; ſubſcribe 
this Baman ſyſtem of divinity. The af- 


fair of ſubſcription i is uſually huddled over, 


as a matter of form, and without previous 
care taken to acquaint: young men with the 
contents df the articles. wh. 


care 


This being the trüe ſtate of the caſe, it 


"ts an obje& worthy of inquiry to know, 
to whom theſe, ſeveral orders of men are 

indebted for the continuance of this bur- 

then ſaddled on their conſciences. — The 
effect can with eaſe be traced up to its pti- 
mary cauſe, namely, the cunnitig crafti- 
eſs of Hierarchs.— In Lords ſpiritual this 
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50 they not grudge the pains of repre- 
fonting to their ſovereign, in all humi-+ 


lity, (as they expreſs themſelves in the late 
| addreſs of the convocation to him) and in 


a clear point of view, the hard "caſe: of 


of inoreafing religious knowledge, to a fyſ- 


tem of ſuppoſed chriſtian faith, compiled, 
above two centuries agone, by our reform 


üng anceſtors, at their firſt emerſion from 
the groſs corruptions of popery ? 


Does not their viſible attachment to 3 


aggrandiſoment, . their unremitting ſolici- 
tude for the advancement of their tempo= 


ral intereſts, which ſeems to engroſs their 
thoughts and time, withhold them from 
acknowledging to his'Majeſty, with ſinceri- 
ty and frankneſs, that, at the opening dawn 
of the light of truth and knowledge, which 
had been for ages obſcured by the thick 
black miſt of error and ignorance ;/ theſe 
men were not aware, as their poſterity now 
are, that, by requiring ſubſeription to hu- 
man interpretations of, and additions to, 
the word of God, they not only made 
void the word of God, but overturned the 


* principle of chair own diſſent and de- 


parture . 


bould not in fact be juſtified otherivile, 1 
by infiſting / in oppoſition eden g. 
dediſed fables, on the ſriptufes of efie old 
and new Teſtament, as the ſole eclufrhe 
rule of che faith and practice of Cheiftiatis, 
Tre inconſiſtent- 
ly do,- in very ſtrong terms, in their fth 
article) and, agreeably thereto, making 
ſubſcription to them alone obligatory on 
exilidata tor the holy miniſtry ? 
Does not the luſt of power and wealth 
ce be f the world and of the pride of 
| life; forbid them to feel ingliy cxplait' $o 
| their King the injuries; 'to-which our tioſt 
pure religion is expoſed flom Deiſts, who 


ave apt to unjuſtly charge Obtiffianily with 
inculeating thoſe metaphyſical abſurtities, 
which ate imputable metely to the human 
doctrines contained in * * and 
| Liruegy?' 

Theſe ate cle which it is difeult"to 
kene in cheir favour. Hor, though it be 
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From. doing thein duty. in —— 


But, if the Biſhops could be perſuaded 
a circumſtance:!- of which I ſhould abſo- 


Iutely deſpair, if the ſame principle of cha- 


| 1 1 
mere hadow of a rraſon 5 is left for ab 
table opinion : — het a knowledge: of the 
e. tempt — aber. that 


rity did not diſpoſe me to hope all things, 


c *, and hope even againſt hope) to ſtate the 


affair of [ſubſcription in its true bad light 


to his Majeſty ; it is preſumed, he would 


rejoice at being ſelected as the happy in- 
ſtrument i in the hands of the Divine Pro- 


ſvidence, of re-eſtabliſhing - the goſpel on 


ts; own ſolid baſis, and of delivering 


Miniſters from that worſt ſpecies of — 
the ſpiritual. bondage, under n n 


a long groaned and laboured, 

. I entertain likewiſe that favorable opinion 
of the two other eſtates of the realm, and 
of adminiſtration. and the public, that they 


would be glad to concur with their Sove- 


teign, duly appriaed of; the reRtitude.,of 
the meaſure. by. the Lords ſpiritual, in ac- 


| _ compliſhing. a, point ſp acceptable to God 


and Chriſt, as, that 0 be, , which 
519115 A has 


2 — — 


T9} . 
has for. its-ayowed: obje:the/emane eipation 
of the word of God from the dommand- 
was of an and 2 of its 
f — 6 Wen Chriſt has 
e tnade them free 
But, in fact, the Biſhops have not * 
 licly; nor does it appear, that they have 
privately, addreſt, or given encouragement 
to hope; that they will addreſs, their So- 
vereign in behalf of an undertaking, ſo 
eſſential to the intereſts of Chinſttanitycand 
thy of a King, who: juſtly: glories in 
his/birth; as a Chriſtian and a Briton. —— 
They ſeem fatisfied with ſoliciting, with 
the Royal permiſſion to make this truly- 
Right-Reverend declaration, — Permit. 
us, Sire, in all bumility, to 7 that the 
of eccleſiaſtical | part of our conſtitution is 
no leſs excellent than the civil. (see the 
late Addreſs of the Convocation)— Though 
inſtructed in the expreſs duty of Chriſtian 
| Biſhops, by the example! of the Petitioning 
den. &. they neglect to move in the 
Houſe of Lords for a removal of ſubſcrip- 
1 the ra Articles and Litur- 


BY 


r y a> | r 8 a 3 * whe hen - N K tis — 
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en i fidels wallets; — | the vate m. 


| Aae of the Biſhops in cr | 
betet —and, e holy — 


and the e e e n * 
yu fater- ae 


Po 


But, derte remiſs they kin "wy 


or may be, in the diſthatge of their duty; 


it is incumbent on me to ac 


'from à con- 


viction of my owtii perſonal obligations, — 


and, conſequently, to embrace every legal 
method, which occurs, within tlie com- 
paſs of my ability, to contribute my mite 


towards the ſubverſion on of our preſe eſeht con- 
ſtitution in Church in general, aid of Di- 


oceſan Epiſeopacy and ſpititual Baronies iti 


particular.— As they are wholl-y repugnant 


to As precept, ſo alſo the conduct of 
the 


R Wilde 


injurious to che intereſts! of Chriſtianity; 
which can never be re- inſtated in its ori- 
Signal Gmplicity of doctrine; or purity in 
practice, till every ſpecies of hierarchy be 
effectually demoliſhed, | DO 23901 bt wv 
—— indeed is ſaid to be the au- 
chor of an anonymous pamphlet, intituled, 
The Propriety of requiring Subſerip- 
tion, &. which is manifeſtly in favour 
af the one grand object of the petitioners.— 
But even he has not hitherto ſummoned 
Chriſtian fortitude ſufficient to ſtand forth 
publicly, in ſupport of it, in that houſe, 
where he enjoys a ſeat, and the conſe- 
quent right as Us ot Geek 
My Ps 4-4 anch Harn. 
Biſhop Clayton, at a time, when. reli 
gious liberty was not ſo fully underſtood, 
and ſo generally claimed, as at preſent, 
moved, in the Iriſh Houſe of Lords, for 
expunging the Athanaſian creed from the 
liturgy. - But ſuch a biſhop is a rara avis 
in territ, and is not feen, like the fabled 
Phœnix, once in u century. It ie there- 
fore become abſolutely heceſſary, in order 


to 
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to effect the redreſs of bi ievance of 
ſubſeription to human ſyſtems of — i 
to ſtrike at the Hierarchy itſelf, which 3s; 
in truth; an anti-Chriſtian eſtabliſhment. 
Pappa at Rome is the arch- Antichriſtz 
hd his church is abſolutely anti-Chriſtian; 
or, to ſpeak ſcholaſtically, antiz Chriſtian 
in the abſtract· But epiſcopal ſenators in 
England ate anti- Chtiſts in an inferior des 
-gree, and their church is relatively anti- 
Chriſtian, or anti-Chriſtian in the con- 
erete; for vrhat conſtitutes an anti- 
Chriſt, but either a total or W n 
n of the civil power? 
Now the Lords ſoirigial: not cathy bear 
A a part in the buſineſs of civil legiſlation, a 
| province foreign to that of a Chriſtian paſ- 
tor; but they alſo betray another mark of 
anti-Chriſt in a love of pre · eminence in 
the church of Chriſt, like Diotrephes in 
ſcripture; ſignally ehibited in their invi- 
dious diſtinction of the miniſters of the 
goſpel by the different denominations- of 
| ſuperior and inferior clergy,—a diſtinction 
unknown to, and unpractiſed by, the apoſ- 
tles, who, I really think, were not a whit 
behind diocefan Biſhops in all bummlity : 
parti- 


77 t = 

particularly that of che practical hecies, 
however they might be defective in an of- 
tentatious qv of” the verbal profeſſi on 

12 | 
* third mark of anti- Chriſt! in ſpiritual 
Lords is an uſurpation of dominion over 
the hearts and conſciences of men, inſtan- 
ced in their culpable omiffion to obtain 14 
parliamentary relief of the aggrieved peti- 
tioners, attended with this aggravating 
circumſtance, that their conduct herein 
reſembles that of the Phariſees of old, 
who | laid on men's ſhoulders b urthens 

« gri fous to be born, which themſelves 
„would not touch with one of their 
c fingers. ——— For theſe ſenatorial 
Biſhops, and the other occupiers of extra- 
ordinary, aud, ſhall I ſay, needleſs church-" 
preferment, are, by ſome unaccountable, 
but, no doubt, politic hierarchical, con- 
trivance, exempted from bearing their ſhare 
of the heavy burthen of ſubſcription. 
Under the article of extraordinary church- 

preferment I comprehend thoſe comforta- 
ble ſine-cures, called Dignities,—namely, 
Prebends, | Canonries, Chancellorſhips, 
Arch-Deaconries, and Deanries ; thoſe lu- 
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1 
cratiye poſts, Dioceſan Biſhopries; — and, 
laſtly, thoſe. highly emolumental and 
princely ſtations, Arch-Biſhoprics. 
Theſe worldly dignities of the church, 
and the very name of an arch-Biſhopsic, 
were unknown to the apoſtles ; — and 


Bishops were merely local paſtors of their. 


reſpective Chriſtian flocks. — The Biſhop. 
of Antioch: was the overſcer of the church, 


K congregation, of balievery in Antioch, — 


wm 4A + # 


of temporal dominion, _ of legiſlative 
and judicial authority, ——, but feeding 
them with. the milk of God's word, anc 
nouriſhing them in the faith and hs 


of Chriſt. 


Under the ſavage . execution. of the < 
yere edicts of the perſecuting Gade 


Emperors of Rome, Chriſtianity gained 


ground; the blood of the martyrs was the 
ſeed of the church. The ſerious, ſober, 
and conſiderate, of mankind, admiring the 
exemplary conſtancy, and 5 hag with 


which the Chriſtians, rather than apoſta- 


tize, embraced death in its moſt frightful 
forms, accompanied with every ſpecies of 
torture, which the diabolical rage of their 

' heathen 


| precets, and hope of that inks which 
could inſpire its profeſſors with ſuch unpay 


tempt; of death; and, conſequent Ys became 
ſincere converts to the faith of the goſpel. 
When the converſion of Conſtantin took 
place, this humane Emperor ſtopped | the 
effuſion of Chriſtian: blood, ſhed during 
Diocleſian 8 perſecution. Then the affairs 
of the Chriſtians took a different turn, and, 
unhappily, ſuſtained: a change for the worſe : ; 
—for Conſtantin, not ſatisfied with giving 
merely. a. laſting peace, and reſt,. to. the 
churc „ from the unyeterate and cruel x ma- 
lice of. _ pagan oppreſſors; ; in an. erroneous, 
though well-meant, zeal, for the adyance- 
ment. of the Chriſtian cauſe, heap ed tem- 
poral power, V wealth, and z na, on thoſe, 
whoſe religion inſt ructed them to  crucify 
£ the world, with its affections, and laſts; * 
— and thereby, contrary! to his intention, 
kindled a war betwixt Chriſtians themſelves, 
which has continued, with a greater or leſs 
_ of animoſity and rancour, to this day. 
oprics t then became obfects of worldly 


s 13 4 e 4 i : ambition, 


ralleled heroiſm, and magnanimous con- 
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ambition, a lure, with CAREER ope= 
rated, to the unſpeakable prejudice of the 


Chriſtian religion. Flenee they, who be- 
fore © denied and hated the world, courted - 
and * loved it;: — and we behold, with 
grief, the meek, and lowly, diſciples of | 
Jeſus transformed i into contentious, and ar- 
roga it competitors. for eceleſiaſtical ry 
"© W 

"This de plorable depravation of 'morats 

was accompanied with an equal corruption ä 


in doctrine.— The ſimplicity and unity of 


belief in Jeſus, as the Meſſiah, was ex- 
changed for the incomprehenſibility and 
multiplicity of metaphyſical articles of 
faith, —Then began Chriſtians to > perſe- 


fy ury equal to that which 2 had be- 
fore experienced from the intereſted abet- 
tors of eſtabliſhed gentile Folytheiſm. - — 


Homo- ouſians and homoi-ouſians 


— Fell out, they knew not Why, 
.... © Fought, like mad, or drunk, 
For dame religion, as for punk .. 


and, in their hot, uncharitable ai 5 
aprcyming the conſubſtantiality of the ſon, 
with 


* Butler's Hudibras, 


E]! 
with the father, preſumptuouſly anathema- 


tized each other for the maintenance of this 
and other fanciful ſpeculative opinions, which 
neither they who broached, nor they who 


propagated them, were able to underſtand. 
A woeful conſequence this of that © wiſdom”, 
that falſe. vain. philoſophy, or ſophiſtry, by 
which the world knew not God,—that 
* wiſdom of the world, which * is fooliſh- 
© neſs with God. —But let us draw a veil 
over ſo affecting a ſcene, and the ſubſe- 
quent butcheries of the Biſhops of Rome. 
It more concerns my immediate purpoſe, 
to advert to that religious proſecution of a 
worthy. clergyman, which now ſubſiſts, 
and originated in the ſpiritua court of the 
Biſhop of Glouceſter. As I propoſe to en- 
large on this proſecution in another part of 
this pamphlet, I ſhall only here obſerye, 
that if conſcientious miniſters of the goſ- 
pel, officiating in the church of England, 
be not ſecure, in a proteſtant country, ffmm 
proſecution or perſecution, on account of a 
free delivery of their ſentiments on reli- 
gious points, it is become abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to extirpate that barbarous church+ 
policy, of which only the moſt luxuriant 
branches were amputated at the reforma- 


; tion, 


| [18 ] 

tion. The ſuppreſſion of eccleſiaſtical 
i dignities in general, and of dioceſan epiſ- 
copacy in particular; — in ſhort, a com- 
plete alteration, and amendment, of our 
-conftitution in church is become a mea- 
ſure, not leſs expedient and falutary now, 
than the deſtruction of the monaſteries was, 
in the leſs enlightened days of fern Hal. 
It is a truth known to all thinking Chriſ- 
tians, that the /þ:7itual cedar of Lebanon, 
Chriſtianity, cannot ſpread and flouriſh, 
while the corrupt tree, church-policy, be 
ſaffered to grow with it, check its increaſe, 
and draw all the nouriſhment from it. 
Let us then apply the axe to the root of 
this noxious tree, and fell it to the ground. 

Then, and not till then, will the tree of 
7 ife revive, and thrive - bring forth plenti- 
fully the preſent wholeſome fruits, ho- 
lineſs and virtue, in the heart and fe of 
man, which will be ſacceeded by his en- 
joyment of its future rich products, ever- 
lafting life and happineſs. If theſe irrefra- 
gable arguments, in recommendation of the 
annihilation of church- policy in this nomi- 
nally Chriftian land, could require additi- 
_ «rat it might be found in the dif- 


e | — 


„ 
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graceful reflection „that the evils of 3 
power, and church-wealth, as though 
they were not complete in themſelves, are 
conſiderably aggravated by the very une- 
Aual diſtribution of the various church- 
dignities, which fall not to the lot of as 
many different individuals. On the con- 
trary, one mah ſhall not only graſp at, but 
be permitted to enjoy, not merely a trini- 

„but, 4 quaternity, and even a quinity, 
in unity of eccleſiaſtical benefices,—name- 
ly, a biſhopric in one part of the king- 
dom, A deanery in another, a prebend in a 
third, and a tectory atid vicarage in a 
fourth and fifth, - 


Thus a few hiefafclis fim in > affluence. 


iyhile the wretched ſubalterns, thoſe ſtarve- 


lings, the hired curates, men ! their equals 


in a liberal education, in a liberal turn of 
mind, and in literaty merit and moral 
worth, are, to the difgrace, as well of hu- 
manity as Chriſtianity, ſuffered to fink in 
indigenice, or to pick up a ſcanty ſubſiſ- 
tence, as their parochial drudges.— In ſhort, 
the very diſproportionate diviſion of church 
tevenues and church-ſervices is univerſally 
frotorious ; — fo, that there would be no 
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[20] 
occaſion for me to * tell it in' En gland, or 
to publiſh it in' the ſtreets of London, 
were it not right to remonſtrate againſt it 
in print, however ineffectual ſuch remon- 
trance may prove. 


6 —— pucdet, hat opprobria nobis | 
Et dici potuiſſe, et non potuiſſe refelli. 


But, in truth, I cannot blame thoſe of 
the clergy, who are ſo fortunate, as to ſe- 


cure to themſelves a multiplicity of church- 
preferment. I really think, that if, in con- 


ſequence of an alliance, by conſanguinity or 
affinity. with nobility, I could acquire va- 
luable church-emoluments, or, conſiſtently 
with my chriſtian principles, ſtoop to prac- 


tiſe the baſe paraſitical arts, uſually neceſſary 
to obtain them, I ſhould not ſcruple to 


accept a Biſhopric,—much leſs, if accom- 
panied with that engaging appendage, an 
accumulation of benefices; not doubting but 
that my conſcience would enable me, with 
out bluſhing, to bear the golden weight. 
The object of my cenſure is the eccle- 
ſiaſtical ſyſtem itſelf, as well in this reſpect, 
as in others ; ; — not the individuals, 'who 
conform to it, and reap its fruits. 
It 


* 


* 


1211 
It is inconceivable, how much England 
would be benefited, · both in its political 
and religious intereſts, if the three bran- 
ches of its legiſlature would unite, — in di- 
veſting ſpiritual Biſhoprics of temporal 
baronies, — in annihilating dioceſan, and 
creating parochial, epiſcopacy ; — ix abo- 
liſhing all eccleſiaſtical dignities, and the 
impolitic and vexatious mode of providing 
for the clergy by rectorial and vicarial 
tithes, —71 deſtroying the whole of the pre- 


ſent church-ſyſtem and polity ; in ſup- 


prefling the odious power, claimed by the 
fpiritual court, of oppreſſing his majeſty's 
ſubjects with vexatious proſecutions, on 
the ſcore of public or private declaration of 
opinion in points of faith, when ſuch de- 
claration be apprehended to claſh with the 
doctrines of the eſtabliſhment ; — 12 not 
merely regulating its future proceedings by 
the practice of the courts of common-law, 
but in abſolutely aboliſhing this rigorous 
and ruinous court, - erecting in its ſtead a 
mild and leſs expenſive common-law-court, 
to be empowered to take cognizance of 
objects of a civil nature alone, ſuch as the 
probate of wills, teſtamentary cauſes, and 
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[22] 
the grant of marriage-licences and divorces, 
Ethoſe valuable gems in the archi-epiſco- 
pal diadems ! long wreſted from the civil 

magiſtrate by the craft. natural to every 
pontifex maximus,—and Em ployin g for theſe 
purpoſes the preſent advocates and proe- 


tors, &c. under the new denomination of 
counſellors and attornies, &c.—in ſeizing, 
by a repeal of the ſtatute of Mortmain, the 
lands and tithes of the church, and all 
other its reyenues, including the ſum, it is 
aid, of fix hundred thouſand pounds, and 


_ upwards, daily accumulating, which has 


ariſen FRO the firſt-fruits and yearly- 


tenths of 0  church-benefices, applied, in 


the reign of Anne, to the eſtabliſhment 
of a fund for augmenting ſmall liv- 


ings in purchaſing, on equitable terms, 


the limited, alternate, and perpetual, right 
of preſentation to livings, which is veſted 
in the univerſities and their reſpective col- 
leges, in various lay-bodies corporate, and 
in individuals, whether eccleſiaſtics, or 
laymen ; z It being reaſonable and juſt, that 
they ſhould, at leaſt, be re-imburſed the 
money which they expended in the pur- 
e e of the ſaid rights of patronage 3 — ; 


and, 


[ 23 J 

and, laſtly, in appropriating the immenſe 

produce accruing from a ſale of church- 
8 and church-tythes, and from the 
ſeizure of church- funds and revenues of 
every kind, to the ſole purpoſe of an im- 
mediate diſcharge of the debt of the nation. 
Together with this propoſal of an accom- 
pliſhment of that great and deſirable na- 
tional object, the entire ſubverſion of the 
conſtitution. in church, as it now ſtands, 
eſtabliſned by law, to be effected by the 
triple legiſlative authority of the conſtitu- 
tion in ſtate, or, in plain words, by act 
of parliament, — the following new ar- 
rangement of eccleſiaſtical concerns is, 
with all due deference, ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of the three eſtates of the 
realm, viz. 

Firſt, Let every beneficed clergyman, 
from an affluent ſine- cured archbiſhop to an 
indigent parochial vicar,—in ſhort, let all, 
who poſſeſs church-preferment, of every 
kind and value, on the prefent church- eſ- 
tabliſhment, be enjoined, by act of parlia- 
ment, to deliver in to the legiſlature, upon 
oath, « or upon the ſolemn aſſeveration of 
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the Quakers , the amount of the clear 
yearly value of their reſpective preferment. 


Secondly, Though i it be propoſed, that 
the ſuppreſſion of the uſeleſs or rather no- 


offices of Arch-Biſhops, Dioceſan Biſhops, 


and thoſe ſubordinate dignitaries, Deans and 
their Chapters, Chancellors, Archdea- 
cons,—and of all clergymen employed in 


| cathedral- ſervice, ſuch as Precentors, Chan- 


ters, and Minor Cannons, or poſſeſt of 


major and minor church-dignities, and of 


ſine- cure benefices of every kind, be ap- 
pointed, by act of parliament, to take 
inſtantaneous effect, without exception; 
yet, that clergymen of the preſent church- 
eſtabliſhment ſo beneficed, may not be fur- 


niſhed with the ſhadow of a complaint, 


that they are injured by an invaſion of their 
property, let them all be permitted to en- 


Joy penſions, durante vitd, to the full a- 
mount of their ſuppreſt church- revenues. 


But let the Lords ſpiritual be inſtantly 
deprived of a ſeat and vote in the Houſe of 
Lords; — as, alſo, let beneficed clergymen 
of every denomination, who enjoy at pre- 
ſent the privilege of a vote at the election 
of the Commons, in virtue of their ſpi- 

ritual 


— 


1251 
ritual profeſſion, ſuffer the immediate loſs 
of the ſame,— and be put on the fame foot- 


| ing with the reſt of his 1 6 ſubjects 


in this reſpect, that is, be entitled to the 
right of ſuffrage at ſuch election, only in 
virtue of the uſual civil qualifications ariſ- 
ing from frechold-eſtates, &c. which, per- 


chance, may be the private property, as 


Wn of eccleſiaſtics, as lay- men. 
(N. B. That part of this propoſal, 


which reſpects the immediate ſuppreſſion 


: only order of miniſters of the goſpel, un- 


of ' eccleſiaſtical dignities, and the allot- 
ment to their preſent poſſeſſors of life-an- 
nuities, equivalent to their ſuppreſt church- 
revenues, differs more in mode, than in 
fubſtance, from the wiſely- concerted pro- 
ject of the court of Liſbon, which, as I 
am informed, ſince the atrocious attempts 
of the Jeſuits on the life of the king, has 


judged it expedient to aboliſh the canonries 


of their patriarchal, or metropolitical, 
church, as they become vacant by the 


deaths of the preſent fet of canons ;—and 
to empty the revenues thereof i into the roy- 
al coffers.) 


. Thirdly, and laſtly ; Let one a and 


der 
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[26] 

der the new title of parochial Biſhops, or 
paſtors, and with the appointment of an 
equality of maintenance, ariſing from the 
ſtipend of tuo hundred pounds per annum 
each, to be ſecured by parliament, levied 
by tax on the public, and paid by the 
Crown, be ſubſtituted in lieu of the va- 
rious ranks of ſuperior and inferior clergy, 
which, to- the manifeſt injury of genuine 
and primitiye Chriſtianity, at preſent pre- 
vail.— And let the original eſtabliſhment, 
and the continued ſucceſſion, of theſe, pa- 
rochial Biſhops be accompliſhed in the fol- 
lowing method, which ſeems to be equi- 
table, eaſy, and, though gradual, yet e- 
ventually effectual, and as expeditious, as 
the nature of the thing will admit. 
Firſt, Let Rectors, Vicars, in ſhort, pa- 
rochial incumbents of every denomination, 
on the preſent church-eftabliſhment, who 
poſſeſs benefices attended with the cure of 
ſouls, be continued in the poſſeſſion of one 
ſuch benefice each, - and, aſſuming the new 
appellation of parochial Biſhops, or paſtors, 
receive the ſtipend of two hundred pounds 
per annum each, in lieu of their ſuppreſt 
chnrells lands, tithes, and other ſpecies of 
church- 


/ 


27 * | 
ch urch-revenue, provided the amount of 
their former income, which, aroſe | from 
the faid ſuppreſt lands, &c. fell ſhort 


of that annual ſum.— In caſe it exceeded 


the ſaid ſum, let them enjoy the full a= 
mount of their former annual income, in 
the way of annual falary, for life but 
let. their reſpectiye parochial biſhoprics be 
reduced to the ſaid ſtandard-ſtipend of two 
hundred pounds per annum each, at their 
reſpeRive « deaths. 

Secondly, Let parochial bilhoprics "og 
without delay, filled, from time to time, 
as they become vacant, with the preſent 


race of ſpiritual journeymen, or | hired cu- 


rates, according to ſeniority, on the ſaid re- 


formed plam of equal maintenance, namely, 
the annual ſtipend of two hundred pounds 


each. But, as a portion of time, not- 
withſtanding the prohibition of pluralities, 
which will in part open to them an im- 


mediate ſucceſſion to parochial  biſhoprics, 


mult neceſſarily intervene, before this uſe- 
ful, but much-injured and famiſhed, order 
of men, can be thus aboliſhed, and entire- 


ly provided for as parochial paſtors; it 
_ ſeems highly reaſonable and equitable, that, 
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1 
in the interval, they ſhould receive from | 
the public a maintenance, conſiſting at 


leaſtof one hundred pounds per annum each. 


Thirdly, and laſtly ; When this race of 
curates, whoſe reſpective ſeniority (I mean 
not ſeniority of age, but priority of ordi- 
nation) may be aſcertained from the dates 
of their epiſcopal papers of orders, or from 
certificates. extracted from dioceſan-regiſ- 
ters, ſhall be thus gradually extinct and 
altogether ſucceed toparochial Biſhoprics,-- 


let a continued ſucceſſion of theſe paro- 


chial Biſhops or paſtors (for, in reality, 
they are terms ſynonymous) be equitably 


| eſtabliſhed i in the manner following, VIZ. 


Firſt, On the demiſe of any one paſtor, 
let the offer of filling the vacancy be made 


to the ſenior member of the univerſities of 


Oxford and Cambridge alternately; ; and, if 


he refuſe it, to the next in ſeniority, till 
one be found to accept it. 

To preclude all occaſion ab illiberal con- 
tention between theſe academic ſocieties, 


which are alike engaged i in the honourable 


purſuit of liberal literature, —quee | humani- 
zatis ſcientid, li Berali Nmiſque optimarum ar- 
tium fludiis, aque, et, uti pero, aſfſiaud, 


ſunt verſatæ, let the important punctilio, 


whether 
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whether' of the two univerſities, ſhould: be 
honoured with the nomination. of the firſt 
ſucceſſor to A vacant -parochial ) Biſhopric, 
be. decided by the fair mode of lot; — 
though Oxford be confeſſedly the ſeminary 
of learning prior in antiquity to Cam + 
bridge, and though the propoſer of this 
church-reforming plan would as confeſ- 
ſedly give the preference to the former, as 


having been a member, and being now a 


graduate, of the univerſity of Oxford. 
and, moreover, well pleaſed, that he ſuck - 
ed the milk of that alma mater, notwith- 


ſtanding her viſible and culpable predilec- 


tion for her * of Paw ng: men 
DOXY. + 

N. B. This PIC Qraboduxy;: by: the 
bye, is à religious proteus, a ſhuffling, 
ſhifting, Jeluitical animal, who aſſumes 
various ſhapes in various countries, being 
a Mufti at Conſtantinople, a Pope at Rome, 
a ſenior Preſbyter at Geneva, and an Arch- 
Biſhop in England, and dexterouſly perſo- 
nates the different ſpiritual characters of 
the muſſulman,—the Roman—the Dutch 
Calviniſt, - and the Engliſh Arminian, but 
is never ſeen i in that of the Chriſtian, 
Ortha. 
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Pymn Prſyterian, and Cromwell's 


— 


tell. 
Orthodoxy's pedigree is ad follows: | 
bin ie was the noted Idolatry, got out of 
Gregory's Civil. Drumy by his grand - ſireʒ 
the. famous Roman, Right | Deſpotifn 


His dam was Super r to 
Tdelatry; Orthodoxy is remarkable. for his 
breed of Bigotry and Perſecution, He won 
ſeverul plates from Heretic, on the ſpiritual 


Ner- market turf; Smithfield, But was at 


laſt diſtanced by Reformation. He has 
been matched, at different times, againſt 
Inde⸗ 
pendent, and loſt the firſt heat with both z 
but, having 4 good bottom, came off wins | 
ner in the long run. Orthodoxy lately re- 
ceived a kick from Hancock's American; 
Auri- Biſbop, which, fortunately, produc- 
ing but a temporary lameneſs, did not dif: 
able him from running, on Saint Steben s 
courſe, againſt | Clerical Petitioner, from 
whom he won two bye-matches: Ortho- 
doxy is ſtill found in wind and limb; per- 
fectly free from ſpavin and ſplint, and from 
blemiſh of every kind; is healthy, vigo- 


tous, and in good condition, either for 


running, or leap ug. But this is prinei- 
Py 5 to the care of his keepers, the 
mitred 


L311 | 
mitred black-legs, who, - fince the loſt. his 
old favourite groom, Sacheverell, have 
perſonally condeſcended to preſerve him in 
fine order, both for the turf and cover. 
In reſpect to the latter, there cannot be a 
ſtronger proof, than that Alliance betwixt 
church and ſtate, though the laſt of his 
get, ſince they took him in hand, is very 
ſtrong. | bony, and tigbt - made. In run 
from \Chriftian Truth and Liberty, who ig 
in training, and bas excellent ptoperties. 

Ee riſes three or four next graſs; but will 
be kept back from ſtarting againſt Ortho- 
doxy, till he be full aged; when his 
friends are in great expectation, that he will 
beat Orthodoxy all- hollow, without: whip 
or ſpur, maugre all the {kill and/manage- 
ment of his epiſcopal jockies to bring him 
within the diſtance - poſt. The colours of 
the riders are already fixt. Orthodoxy's » 
rider will be in Sac or pur pie, and” that 

of Chriſtian Truth and Liberty will wear 
a white jacket. Much ſport: and company 
are expected at the races, and the bets will 
run high betwixt the High- Church and 

dhe Low- Church, — the Whigs and the 
Tories, 
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Tories, the Revolutioniſts and the Jo- 
.cobites,—the Republicans and the Royal 
iſts;,—when the event _ en 2 are 
the knowing- ones. f i 
But, to return From! this tadirums a1 
on to the ſerious proſecution al * 
Chirchzreforming plan. 0 
Secondly; Let the academic, hinged: 
ae his entrance on the function of 
parochial paſtor, be required to produce 
before three paſtors, whoſe pariſhes are 
bounded by that of the deceaſed, a teſti- 
monial of his general good moral beha- 
viour, for the full term of three years laſt 
paſt, ſigned by the head, and the ſix ſe - 
nior reſident members, of his college. 
Thirdly Let thefe three paſtors exa- 
mine him, in reſpect to his knowledge of 
the original Hebrew and Greek of the ſa- 
cred writings; and if, in their united 
judgment, he be not eſteemed deficient 
therein, let them proceed, in the next 
place, to require his ſubſcription to theſe 
two politions ; namely, 
Firſtz I am perſuaded, that the 8 
or the will of God revealed by Jeſus Chriſt, 
; [yen "PEA | A 4 oF 54 * contains 


"hank 
contains: all deftrine e of neceſſity fab 


eternal ſalvation. 

Secondly ; I am. e out of this 
goſpel, to inſtruct the people committed to my 
charge, and t6 teach nothing, as required of 
neceſſity to eternal ſalvation, but that, whichz 


1 ſhall be perſuaded; may be concluded and 


proved by the ſaid goſpel, _ 

Fourthly and laſtly ; To this fobleip: : 
tion may be added, together with the 
baths to government, of, in lieu of them, 
the - ſolemn aſſeveration of the Quakers, 
another ſubſcription (not to the truth, but) 
to the public peruſal of the preſent; or. 
any other, liturgy, which the three eſtates 
of the realm ſhall be pleaſed to appoint ta 
be read in churches; as being, in their 
judgment, leſs generally exceptionable, 
than the preſent eſtabliſhed form of com- 
mon prayer. 

But, if the continuance of tlie ame be 
judged eligible by the legiſlature, it is to 


be hoped, they will expunge from it the 


ereed ſtiled Athanaſian, as it gives great 
and juſt offence to almoſt every member of 


the church of England, whether he be a2 


clergyman, or layman ; — ſome objecting to 
| the 
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the general doctrine contained in it, —and 
moſt to its particular damnatory clauſes.— 
And, whatever liturgy the legiſlature may 
deem expedient to be adopted, it ſeems ad- 
viſable, that particular care be taken to ſet 
forih in the preamble to the act of parlia- 
ment, impoſing ſubſeription to the public 
peruſal of it on the parochial biſhops or 
paſtors, that the legiſlative body do not 
conſider any liturgy compoſed by fallible 
men, as infallible, or equal, in point of 
truth and authority, with the word of 
God ; but, that they injoin the public uſe 
of it in churches, and require ſubſcription 
to the ſaid uſe from the ſaid paſtors, mere- 
ly becauſe they judge, that a preſcribed 
form of prayer is eſſentially neceſlary to a 
civil eſtabliſhment in religion, that the 
public worſhip cannot ſubſiſt without it,— 
and that they are juſtified in forming ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment, notwithſtanding Chriſt 
has neither directly nor indire&ly autho- 
rized the civil ma giſtrate to interfere with 
his religious province. 

Chriſt I regard as the ſole head under 
God in ſpiritual matters, as, in civil con- 
cerns, I glory in * no other 

| ſupre- 


081 
ſupremacy, than that of king, temporal 


Lords and Commons ; and ſincerely wiſh, 
that ſuch beings, as Lords ſpiritual, were 
excluded from the participation of one of 
the branches of that ſupremacy a ſu- 
premacy delegated by the people, in virtue 
of a delegated power from God, of con- 
ſtituting that form of civil government, 
which they think moſt likely to anſwer 
the end propoſed, namely, the good of the 
community ;—a ſupremacy; wherein, as 
the king acts, conjointly with the two 
Houſes: of parliament, in all legiſlative af- 


fairs, ſo is he alſo inveſted with the ſole ex- 


ecutive power; a ſupremacy, whereby the 
three eſtates of the realm were deſigned 
to unite together, in conſulting the welfare 
of their conſtituents, the people, —and, 
particularly, not to diſregard their earneſt 
remonſtrances againſt a precipitate engage- 
ment in, and a pertinacious proſecution of, 
needleſs, diſhonourable, and ruinous, wars. 
I neither affirm, nor deny, that we la- 
bour under this great national evil at pre- 
ſent ;—but this I affirm, that the people, 
as all government is the creature of man, 
or originates in the gift of the people, are 

C2 | poſſeſt 
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poſſeſt of a power inherent in them to 


ſtrengthen their political conſtitution with 
additional ſecurities, or to entirely new- 
model it, when, inſtead of being benefi- 


cially employed in their protection, it be 


ſyſtematically abuſed to their deſtruction ;— 
Htematically, I ſay; — for the people are 
bound to exerciſe the ſocial virtues of cha- 


rity, long ſuffering, and forgiveneſs, to- 
wards the miniſters, or ſervants, of the 


public, - who, though men of acknow- 
ledged political abilities, yet, as error is 


the lot of humanity, may caſually err, — 


but will, if they purſue not a ſettled ſyſ- 
tem of politics calculated to enſlave a na- 
tion, rejoice to rectify abuſes in govern- 
ment, when clearly pointed out to the go- 
vernors by the governed. The governed 
indeed are ſo deeply impreſt with a ſenſe 
of the bleſſings of a juſt and mild reign, 
that the hiſtory of our own country (not 
to infiſt on the annals of foreign ſtates) 
informs us, they will bear, with much 
patience the grievous oppreſſions of deſpo- 
tic rulers. In ſhort, ſo much is power 
idolized by men of weak minds, that 
kings, -or the miniſters of kings, in their 


name, 
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name, and inveſted with the exerciſe of 
their authority, are more forward to en- 
croach upon popular right, than the peo- 
ple are to invade regal prerogative — and. 
they oftener rebel againſt their ſubjects, 
than their ſubjects againſt them. * 
This may be conſidered as a political 4 
digreſſion, en paſſant ; — which I judged 
it incumbent on me to make, and thereby 
aſſert my ſocial liberty, as an human crea- 
ture,—and, eſpecially, as a ſubject of a 
free government which, it is to be hop- 
ed, the nation will ever enjoy, under pro- 
teſtant princes of the illuſtrious houſe of 
Brunſwic,—whoſe proteſtant anceſtry owed 
their ſucceſſion to the throne of Great 
Britain to a deed of gift from the people, — 
who, to the inconteſtable proof of their 
wiſdom exhibited at that memorable and 
glorious æra, the revolution, added that 
of the act of ſettlement. As this act ex- 
cluded a popiſh tyrant, and his real or ſup- | 
poſititious iſſue, fo alſo it placed the crown 
on the head of the elector of Hanover, 
and ſecured it to his deſcendants, with the 
proviſo, that they introduce not. 1 po- 


pay or arbitrary power. 
C3 This 


[3] 
; This deed of gift therefore is irrevoca- 
ble, till ſuch time as a king from his loins 
ſhall ariſe (a fore evil! which, God forbid, | 
we ſhould ever experience) guilty of the 
atrocious wickedneſs and ingratitude of eſ- 


tabliſhing popery by law in any part of the. 
Britiſh dominions, — or of attempting to 
exerciſc arbitrary power, either in a bare- 
faced outrageous manner, or inſidiouſly, 
and more dangerouſly, by deſtroying the . 
vital ſpirit, under colour of preſerving the 
external farm of our political conſtitution. | | 
I now reſume the continuation of my 
particular ſubject with obſerving, that, 
ſubſequently to the completion of the ſuc- 
ceſſion of the preſent curates to parochial 
biſhoprics, the aforeſaid alternate academi- 
cal ſeniority, — collegiate- teſtimonial, ſcrip- 
tural examination, — two- fold ſubſcrip- 
tion, — civil abjuration, or its ſu bſtitute the 
aſſeveration, —(imprecatory oaths, wherein 
God is invoked, not only as a witneſs, but 
as an avenger, being unſcriptural) ought to 
be the ſole neceſſary terms of admiſſion to 
this parochial epiſcopacy, —a plan! which 
ſcems to be as little inimical to the revival 
of the ——_— and practice of genuine and 


ON unitive | 
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primitive apoſtolic Chriſtianity, as any ci- 
vil eſtabliſhment in religion can be. 

A national - ecclefiaftical conſtitution, 
thus arranged, would be infinitely more 
eligible and evangelic, than the preſent 
church; ſyſtem, conſiſting of an unnatural 
mixture of religion and politics, whereby 
the fame individual is at once a Chriſtian 
paſtor, and an Engliſh peer. —or, as he is 
uſually termed in the language of * | 
ment, a ſpiritual lord. IA 

Moreover, the advantageous — of 
it, viewed in a political light, would be ſo 
ſoon and ſurprizingly viſible, that' the na- 
tion would have abundant cauſe to Wen 
at the * change. 

I recommend the requiſition of ahi ſo- 
lemn ation of the Quakers, from 
the parochial biſhops, in lieu of our im- 
precatory oath—Firſt, becauſe the former 
is ſtrictly conformable to the practioe of 
the apoſtles; and, Secondly, becauſe it 
effectually and innocently anſwers the-pur- 
poſe of the latter. Paul's ſtrongeſt aſſeve- 
ration is, — * I call God for a record upon 
my ſoul', (2 Cor. 1. 23.) How different 
is this invocation of God, to atteſt the 

C 4 truth 


\ . 


1 

euch of what he affirms to be true, from 
that imprecatory exclamation at the cloſe 
of our oath, —* So help me God'! This 
virtually implies the imprecation, not leſs 
df a divine curſe upon ourſelves, if we 
break our oath, than of a divine bleſſing, 
if we fulſil it. Surely, the crime of per- 
jury is ſufficiently atrocious in itſelf, with - 
out the addition of the ſin of Wm 
h God to avenge the guilt of it. A man, 
who dreads divine vengeance, would not 
preſume t to imprecate it: upon, but wiſh to 
deprecate it from, himſelf. The intent 
of the oaths to the government is, to give 
verbal ſecurity for bearing true allegiance 
to our ſovereign Lord, the King. The 
5 ſame is the intent of the ſolemn affirma- 
tion of the Quakers. Therefore, as their 
peaceable deportment is an inconteſtable 
proof, that his majeſty is not bleſt with 
more loyal ſubjects among fwearmg, than 
affirming, Chriſtians, — and, as bad men 
are not reſtrained within the limits of their 
duty, either by promiſes, or by oaths,” but 
are merely bound down by the penalties 
annext to the breach of them; — I wiſh, 
that the ſolemn 3 aſſeveration of 
the 


tal 

| the Quakers- was: univerſally. Wales in 
all caſes, among Chriſtians, in lieu of 1 
n unwarrantable imprecatory oath. 

Having now delivered my ſentiments o on 
the evangelic unlawfulneſs of the latter, it 
will not be amiſs to ſuggeſt; I am well 
aware, that the annual ſtipend of two hun- 
dred pounds cach, propoſed for the ſup- 
port of the parochial paſtors, may be ob- 
jected to, as particularly incompetent to 
the ſupply of the real wants of thoſe, whoſe 
paſtoral Iot may fall in pariſhes ſituated in 
the capital, or its environs ;—and as gene- 
rally ineffectual to ſet the miniſters of the 
goſpel, in theſe expenſive times, at a be- 
coming diſtance from the equally noxious 
extremes of affluence and indigence, being 
deſtructive of a due medium by its declina- 

tion to the ſide of indigene. 

The firſt part of the objection, that the; 
ſaid. ſtipend is particularly incompetent, 
might be obviated by aſſerting, that it is 
nearly impracticable to make a public re- 
gulation, beneficial in general, which ſhall 
equally apply to the particular caſe of every 
private indiyidual. However, I propoſe to 

formally refute it by this valid argument. 


namely, 
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that, in conſequence of a perni- 
cious taſte for luxury and elegance. pervad- | 


ing all ranks of men, unhappily diffuſed 


over every part of England, the finances, 


requiſite to ſupport what is arrogantly 
termed a ſplendid ſtile of living, are nearly 


upon a par at Carliſle and in London; the 
diſference in this reſpect. being little more 


than imaginary, or at leaſt not fo mate- 
rally conſiderable, as is ufually repreſented. 
Bat, why ſhould the miniſters of the 


| goſpel engage in that ridiculous faſhionable 


extravagance, which has proved the bank= 


 raptcy- of many, and may be called a curſe, 


which they have been induſtrious to bring 
upon themſelves? On the contrary, it is 
certainly incumbent on them, to diſcou- 
rage it by their own perſonal temperance 
and economy.—-If my parochial biſhops 
or paſtors be contented, as they ought to 
be, with food and raiment, with the means 
of procuring the enjoyment of the effen- 
tial neceffaries and conveniencies of life, 


they will find, they may be purchaſed at a 


nearly equal rate throughout England. It 


was lately intimated, in one of our public 


b which are e unjuſtly cenſutred as re- 
plete 


[43 1 
plete with falſhood, that, through the in- 
famous practice of corn - jobbing, | bread 
Was become. cn def in M cui ae 
county, as in the metropolis. 

In reſpect to that part of the objedtion, 
that the faid ſtipend would be generally in- 
competent, I frankly acknowledge, that, 
as the nation muſt be greatly benefited by 
the propoſed appropriation of the ſpoils of 
the church, namely, the immenſe ſum of 
money ariſing from the ſale of church - 
lands and church-tithes, and from every 
ſpecies of ſuppreſt church · revenue, to that 
ſingle moſt patriotic object, the immedinte 
payment of the public debt; it would be 
but equitable and reaſonable, that my pa - 
rochial paſtors ſhould be wainmined⸗ by the 
more adequate public ſalary —_ hap: 
dred pounds per annum. each. | 

On the other hand, 8 it is 1 : 
dered, that the number of pariſhes through- 
out England and. Wales may be eſtimated 
at eleven thouſand; that, conſequently, 
they will call for a ſupply of eleven thou - 
ſand parochial paſtors ;—(for I mean to in- 
clude the principality of Wales in this re- 
formed church- eſtabliſhment) that the ſup- 


port 


tal 
port of eleven thouſand paſtors, at the an- 
nual ſtipendiary proviſion of two hundred 
pounds each, will require the annual ex- 
— of two millions, and two hun- 
dred thouſand pounds; — and that the pub- 
lic will be on this reformed plan, burthen- 
ed, for a time limited, with the additional, 
_ thoug gradually decreaſing, charge of pen- 
fioning for life the preſent Lords ſpiritual, 
the ſubordinate dignitaries, and all other 
eccleſiaſtics poſſeſſing fine-cure preferment, 
to the extent of their ſuppreft church- 
revenues, together with thoſe of the pre- 
ſent beneficed parochial clergy, to the full 
amount of that ſurplus of two hundred 
pounds, which their reſpective parochial 
benefices annually produced, previouſly to 
the propoſed converſion of them into paro- 
chial biſhoprics,—and the preſent race of 
curates, to the amount of an hundred 
pounds per annum each, till their order be 
extinct in an univerſal appointment of them 
to vacant parochial biſhoprics ; — when 
theſe ſeveral points are duly weighed, I ceaſe 
urging the neceſſity of enen a ſtipend 
exceeding two hundred pounds per annum 
* to parochial paſtors at at leaſt till ſuch 


time 


. 451 
time as theſe extra- charges to the public 
ſhall ceaſe. 

In the interim, a great 5 of the 
clergy, myſelf included, will have cauſe to 
rejoice, and thank the legiſlature and the 
public for a ſtipendiary proviſion of two 
hundred pounds per annum each ;—a ſum, 
which exceeds the reſpective incomes of 
their preſent benefices,—and, if equally 
allotted to all, would annihilate the ſhame- 
ful diſproportion of church-poſſefſions and 
church- ſervices, which now prevails. 

To thoſe parochial biſhops or paſtors, 
who are married men, burthened with nu- 
merous families, this annual church-in- 
come may be indeed the more incompetent, 
in caſe they be deſtitute of a private for- 
tune. But this being merely an adventiti- 

ous circumſtance, it ought to be endured 
without repining, as it could not be reme- 
died, but by an act of parliament, granting 
peculiar immunities and privileges to all 
ranks of men ſo circumſtanced, without 
exception, in imitation of the jus trium li- 
| berorum of the Romans ;—a meaſure, evi- 
IP well-calculated 1 to encourage matri- 


mony | 
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1 
mony and population, which are the eſſen- 
tial glory and ſtrength of every nation. 
It may farther be objected, that, by this 
equality of ſalary, no proviſion would be 
made for the reward of men of diſtinguiſhed 
merit. It is true. But ſuch men ought 
"to regard the extraordinary degree of eſ- 
teem, love; and reſpect, they will acquire 
among the conſcientious part of their pa- 
riſhioners, by ſuperior moral worth, or 
mental ability, reward ſufficient. Beſides, 
as rewards are ſeldom impartially diſtribu- 


ted, a proſpect of an advanced church-re- 


vente would be but a temptation to purſue 
unmanly and unchriſtian meaſures to gain 
it, and prove an incentive to worldly am- 
bition, —a lure! from which the miniſters 
of God's word ſhould be altogether exempt: 
Having obviated the ſeveral objections, 
which might be advanced againſt the com- 
petency, and equality, of the propoſed ſti- 
pendiary maintenance of the parochial paſ- 
tors, I proceed with obſerving, that the 
ſuppreſſion of the ſpiritual court, propoſed 
in the preceding plan of church-reforma- 
tion, which is at all times neceſlaty, would 
be, at this juncture, particularly well- 
| timed ; 


IWF. 

timed; — becauſe this court, unlike the 
| common-law-courts, which are'a terror to 
the evil man, is the miniſter of evil to the 
good man, being now actually employed, 
as I before hinted, in the baneful exerciſe 
of its uſurped authority over the conſei- 
ences of men, againſt a valuable cler: 
in Glouceſterſhire ; — as tho a man were 
not poſſeſt of a natural and revealed right 
to declare his ſentiments, that © Jeſus is 
the ſon of Joſeph,” (an aſſertion warranted 
by Luke iv. 22; and John i. 45, and vi. 
42.) with an impunity equal to that, with 
which the teachers of the tabernacle aac 
that Jeſus is the felf-exiftent Jebovab, — 

an expreſſion ! which occurs not, if I read 
aright, in any one paſſage either of the old, 
or new, Teſtament. I would not be un- 
derſtood to inſinuate, that the Evangeliſts, 
in the afore - cited paſſages, meaned to ſay, 
that Jeſus was the real fon of Joſeph : on 
the contrary, I think, that by the expreſ- 
ſion they only intimated, that he was fo 


ſuppoſed to be, and fo called by the Jews. 


I ground my opinion on that prophecy in 


Jeremiah, xxxi. 22. The Lord hath cre- 


ated: a new thing i in the earth: — a woman 
Fs ſhall 


| jy 
mall compaſs a man. This to me ſeerns 
to relate to the miraculous birth of Chriſt; 
born of a woman; without the previous 
carnal knowledge of a. man. The divine 
prophecies delivered to the Jews; thoſe 
. which are expreſsly ſaid to 
© teſtify of Chriſt, —and to which the E- 
vangeliſts and Apoſtles refer, and direct 
their hearers to ſearch, for the truth of 
their doctrine, are my ſole guides i in all | 
things reſpecting the perſon, office, and 
character of Chriſt, They are the clue, 
which will lead me ſafe through the other- 
wiſe intricate labyrinth of Chriſtian know- 
ledge: they are the criterion, which ena-· 
bles. me to. diſtinguiſh betwixt genuine and 
ſpurious goſpels: they are the touchſtone, 
whereby to ſeparate the pure metal from 
the baſe alloy,—the true word of God from 
the falſe doctrine of man. - But, though 
ſuch be my ſentiments, and ſo founded, 
concerning the true ſignification of the ex- 
preſſion, * Jeſus, the ſon of Joſeph,” — | 
yet I entirely diſapprove of the ecclefiaſ- 
tical tyranny of harraſſing a man with ſpi- 
ritual, or rather, anti-chriſtian, law-fuits; 
| becauſe he differs from me in opinion, of 
may 


. 


1 5 * 
laß with an apoſtolic beldiiels and: fince< 
rity; unequivocally aſſert, that, in his 
Judgement Jeſus is the real ſon of Joſeph. 


It really would not be more abſurd, though | 


the world be little accuſtomed to think ſo, 
to proſecute a man, on account of the per- 


fect non · reſemblance betwixt his black, 
and my fair, complexion: of body, as on 

account of an eſſential difference, which 
may ſubſiſt betwixt our reſpective turns of 


mind, and trains of thought. It would 
be but a juſt judgment on thoſe, (though a 
man of Chriſtian charity would not wiſh 


they ſhould. experience it) who io proſe- 
cution, to periſh by proſecution, It is much 
to be lamented, that, in the year of our 
Lord, 1775, at the diſtance of two cen- 
turies from the reformation, - when my 


countrymen might be ſuppoſed to be great- 
Iy improved; as well in Chriſtian practice, 
as knowledge, there ſhould be found among 


them men, Who, no .doubt, ſtile them- 


ſelves Proteſtant Chriſtians, ſo very igno- 
rant of the meek and peaceable ſpirit of 
their, maſter Chriſt, and of his religion, 


whoſe grand characteriſtic is charity, or 


love, as to think of ſerving God and Chriſt, 
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and to attempt to propagate. their goſpel, 
by compulſive means; — Means! ſimilar. to 


that Leibe expedient of the ſword, which 


the impoſter, Mohammed, adopted in the 


diffuſion af his ſuperſtition, formed out of 
an unnatural jumble of Paganiſm, Judaiſm, 


and Chriſtianity ; — means ! reſembling 


thoſe-which the great mother af idolatrous 


abgminations, drunk with the blood of 


the ſaints,” fill practically recommends by 
her inquiſitorial tortures: - means ! totally 


tepugnant to thoſe rational arguments of 


mild and benevolent perſuaſion, with which 
Chriſt and his apoſtles inculcated their di- 
vine dactrine, glory to God in the high- 


eſt, and on earth peace; good-will towards 
men, and which every good man, whether 
he be a clergyman, or a layman, and, I 


may add, whether he be denominated a 
Chriſtian, a Muſſalman, or an Heathen, 
would wiſh to apply, in perſuading men, 
inflamed with, at intemperate and miſtaken 


| zeal, to relax from that bigotry to their 


own religious opinions, which urges them 


tao become inſtrumental in reviving, with 
_ a-ragereſembling papal, againſt a man, who 


1 from "_ the furious ſpirit of 
L Hell- 


* 


| 1.1. 
enden perſecution : Hell em! te- 
peat; for who, but the Devil, can be the 
father of the monſter ? Let then the accu- 
ſers of the aforeſaid clergyman reflect, that 
to the perpetration of murther, diſguiſed 
under the ſpecious name of wholſome reli- 
gious ſeverity, the indulgence of their p- 
ritual wtath might have hurried them, if 
they had lived in an age, when, armed with 
the civil power, they might have roaſted 
thoſe, whom they were pleaſed to term 
Heretics, with impunity. — Men, whoſe 
heads are diſordered with incomprehenſible 
ſyſtems of faith, and whoſe hearts are un- 
influenced by that engaging evangelic prin- 
ciple of action, charity, eafily work them- 
ſelves up to ſuch a pitch of phtenzy, as to 
« think; that, in killing thoſe; whoſe faith 
may not exceed in quantity * a grain of 
muſtard-ſeed, they do God fetvice.' — A 
inan of the moſt extenſive chriſtian philan- 
thropy, would, with difficulty, refrain from 
ſuſpecting, that the orthodox-parſon, at 
leaſt fo ſtiled; who, after reading a word 
or two in an heterodox- pamphlet, which 
had been given him, ſeized, with a coun- 
tenance red with uncommon wrath, a red- 
D 1 hot 


* [52] 
hot poker, and applied it to its contents, 
would have been conſenting to the ſimilar 


death of its author, if they had both lived 


in the times of bloody Mary, and her po- 


piſh miniſtry.— I relate the above as a mat- 
ter of fact, whereof I was, to my great 
grief, an eye-witneſs, and which made ſo 
deep an impreſſion on my mind at the time, 
that it cannot be eaſily eraſed from my me- 
mory. Let the aforeſaid ſpiritual oppreſ- 
ſors farther conſider, that, by their uncha- 
ritable proceſs in the ſpiritual court, they 
preſumptuouſly wreſt from God the exer- 
ciſe of his excluſive prerogative, who has 
declared, that to him alone juſtice and ven- 
geance belong for religious offences com- 
mitted againſt him, and has expreſsly charg- 
ed them, to judge nothing before the 
time, before that great awful day, when 
as well the ſpiritual plaintiffs, as the de-. 
fendant, muſt appear before the judgment- 
ſeat of Chriſt, that man, whom God hath 

ordained to judge the world. From him 

if they ſhould receive judgment without 
mercy, they cannot with a ſhadow of juſ- 
tice complain, as they have * ſhewed no 
mMETCY's » in the proſecution of a fellow-. 


chriſtian 


\ 
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chriſtian for a fault, which did not pro- 
perly come under their cognizance,— and 
for the commiſſion whereof, on the ſuppo- 
ſition, that it was a fault in him, which I 
do not allow, he is amenable only to the 
future divine tribunal of Chriſt. 

But, perhaps, they may offer an apology 
for their unremitting proſecution, by al- 
| ledging, that the main article, contained 
in their charge againſt the clerical culprit, 
is his omiſſion of a part of the Nicene 
creed. This plea would be totally inad- 
miſſible; — for, not to repeat, that proſe- 
cution, in reli gious caſes, is indefenſible 
on the ſcore of goſpel-precept, ſelf-evi- 
dent is the propoſition, that it would be 
more conducive to national welfare, con- 
ſidered both in a religious and civil point 
of view, that the eſtabliſhed liturgy ſhould 
be aboliſhed, than that a ſingle miniſter of 
the goſpel ſhould be oppreſt, on account 
of non- conformity to it, eſpecially, in its 
nonſenſical metaphyſical points. 

In reſpect to myſelf, I frankly and bold- 
ly declare, that, even in the preſent ſtate 
ot things, it is my intention, dum vi o et 
yaleo, that my tongue ſhall be free to utter, 

2 3 from 


T1... 

' _ from the pulpit, and my pen to write ahr 
the preſs, my ſentiments on every religious 
point. In theſe inſtances, I propoſe to 
exerciſe my Chriſtian EE in deſpight 


of conſequences; which, however they 

may prove deſtructive of my temporal in- 

a tereſt, cannot but be eventually inſtrumen- 
tal to my eternal welfare. With hopes 
therefore full of immortality, and of the 
glorious recompence of reward, happineſk 
everlaſting, J am at preſent determined, if 
it pleaſe God, that I ſhould be ſummoned 
before the ſaid tribunal of anti-Chriſt, in 
conſequence of this my project of a com- 
plete amendment of our eccleſiaſtical con- 
ſtitution, not to retain an advocate, but to 
plead in perſon my own cauſe. In this 
caſe, it is my deſign to give the court very 
little trouble, by denying, in unequivocal, 
but reſpectful, terms, that human courts 
of judicature are authorized to extend their 
cognizance to matters merely religious, 
which are amenable only to the judgment 
of a divine tribunal. — © | 

| The proſecutors, or perſecutors, , of the 
eccleſiaſtic before alluded to, are particu- 
lerly unfortunate 1 in aiming their envenom- 
5 ed 
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more eſteemed in private ms for a A 155 
moral character in gentral, and for Chrit- 
tian benevolence in Putten. 1. reſpe 
to His literary attainments an abil ties, 
beth i in his publications from the 72 3 and 
in His correſpondence and converſation, ! tl ie 
advantages whereof ry occafionally” enje 
he appears tot me i in the light of an G 490 
108, "i ght in the ſeriptüres „ — 5 55 
With cenlütete critical Kill in "the {a- 
cred writings of the prop phets and 92 
1 imagine, he has overlooked, or not lauf 
ciently attended to, the prophecy _ 
JETS by me, which Tems. to militate a- 
gainſt His | opinion, that, Jeſus is the real 
ſon of Joſeph. — But, being diſpoſed o 
embrace. truth, whereyer 1. find it, if he 
can demonſtrate, in A manner 3 


„ 


Fial 1 ſhall not be aſhamed to chap ange | 
my preſent opinion to the contrary. The 
mind of a an unprej judiced friend to truth, and 
an enemy to every human ſyſtem. of divine . 
faith, 1s ever open to conviction, 1; Cane 
didly acknowledge, that my friend can 
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port of his tenet; for the Ebionites, who 


A | held the ſame opinion, flouriſhed, to the 


beſt of my recollection of eccleſiaſtical 
"hiſtory, before the end of the firſt century. 
| Theſe Chriſtians are ſuppoſed by t the > juſtly- 
celebrated Dr. Lardner,, © in his Jewiſh 


and heathen teſtimonies | to the truth of the 


Chriſtian religion, to be the deſcendants of 
Jewiſh converts ; and, conſequently, may 


de ſuppoſed to have ſtudied the ſcriptures 


of. the old Teſtament, with a more than 


Ol ordinary attention. His tenet may farther 
ſeem to be favoured by that prophecy of 


Moſes (Deut. xvlii. 15) I The Lord thy 


God will raiſe up 'unto thee a prophet, 
from the midſt of thee, of thy brethren, 


like unto me.” In the fourth century, the 


Emperor Julian, in his work againſt the 
Chriſtians, cited by the faid Dr. Lardner 
from Cyril's anſwer to it, has the follow- 
ing remark on this prophecy . This can- 
not be Holen concerning the ſon of Mary. — 
1 am ſenſible, this remark of Julian has 
been treated by Chriſtians rather as an im- 
pertinent cavil, than a juſt obſervation ; — 

Logs it cannot be conſidered i in the former 


1 Ust, 


[4994] 


light, if, by the expreſſion, * of thy bre. 
tbren, it be meant, that this future pro- 


Phet, Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould be the offspring, 
as well of a man, as of a woman. In 


| ſhort the controverſy may be brought with- 


in a very narrow compaſs. If the Prophe- 
cy in Jeremiah bear a reference to the mi- 
raculous birth of Chriſt, which i is my opi- 
nion, then the expretſion, © of thy brethren, 
muſt be taken i in a more diffuſe and lax 
ſenſe, as implying, that Jeſus was. to be 
deſcended by Mary from Jewiſh, brethren ; 
if not, then it is to be underſtood i in the 
former ſtrict literal ſenſe. But, in fact, 
the truth of the divine diſpenſation of fal- 
vation to man, through' the mediation, or 
miniſtry, of Jeſus Chriſt, reſts on the u- 
nited inconteſtable evidence of prophecies 
and miracles, and is not, in the leaſt; de- 
pendent on, or connected with, the ſolu- 
tion of the queſtion, Whether Chriſt be 
the ſon of Joſeph and Mary, or the ſeed of 
the woman only? which appears, in my 
judgment, to be the meaning of the pro- 
miſe to Adam. 1 only wiſh,” that when 
divines ſpeak of the miraculous concep- 
tion, , 1 would avoid” uſing the epithet 
immaculate. 
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nunatulate, The conception of Mary was 
indiſputably immaculate but by appron 
0 priating the epithet ſolely to the miracu- 
| Jous concept ion, they näre, though 

unintentionally, convey an idea, that the 
ordinary matrimonial conception is nacu- 
Tate ; — a. point! which the advocates ( 
mong Th T claſs myſelf) for that divine 
| primitive, inflitution of marriage, the off- 
ginal of to many, endearing Heut gs Þ 
mankind, cannot allow. Chriſt i is Nie 
the ſon, of God in the new Teſt; un ament, as 
being particularly favoured. by.. God Lich 
the intereſting commiſſion, of preaching 
peace to mankind, and as being declared to 
be the ſon of God with Power, by the re- 
. ſurrection from the dead; — but, in this 

diſquiſition, 1 into which I have entered far 
ther than kT at firſt. intended, 1 have pur- 
poſely omitted chat paſſage in Luke, where- 
in Chriſbis. called: the ſon of God, on ac- 
count of. his. miraculous: birth; f becauſe 1 
derive my ſentiments of the, generation of 
Chriſt from a compariſon of the event with 
_ the, prophecies, of the old Teſtament con- 
cerning it. and am apprehenſive, that the 
contending Chriſtian platoniſts of Alexan- 
dria 
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vo L591. 
drs may have, in early days, corrupted 


goſpels and epiſtles, for the purpoſe of fup- 
portin 8 their reſpective fanciful metaphy- 


ſical opinions. It is a clear point too, that 


the maten of the church, as they are un- 


ſcripturally ftiled, would not ſcruple to Tie 
er the truth, if they would not lie again 


2 Hence, in the courſe of my diſpaſſion- 
ate "reſearches i into gol! peEtruth, Thave col 
lected not leſs genuine teſtimony to the au- 
chenticity of the Chriſtian religion from 
Celſus, Porphyry and Julian, its profeſſed 
enemies, though undefigned by them, than 


from thoſe its weak friends; and / et 


ab hoſte doceri, is a maxim univerſally ad- 


mitted and practiſed. They certainly did 


great differvice to the cauſe of Chtiſtianity, 


and injudiciouſly laid themſelves open to 


the cayils of this heathen emperor, by their 
* lying wonders,” which they firſt torged, 
and then appealed to them as vouchers c 

the truth of the goſpel. One of the fa- 


thers, named Gregory, acquired the addi- | 


tional appellative of Thaumaturgus, on ac- 
count of his notorious fkill in the practice 


3 the art of pious juggling. The ſhrewd 


Julian detected, 000 expoſed their impoſ- 


tures, 
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tures, and on. them founded his plauſible. 
but groundleſs, objections to Chriſtian truth 5 
itſelf. Irritated, beyond all Chriſtian pati- 
ende, by the dexterous thruſts of their adver- 
fary, and mortified at their inability to parry 
them, they have, in an unchriſtian manner, 
loaded his memory with greater obloquy and 
reproach than it really deſeryed,  unmind- 
ful of the equitable and charitable pro- 
verb,— give even the devil his due.” Non 
tali auxilio;. non de efenſoribus iis,” Cbriſus 
© eget.”—Julian brings this accuſation in 
particular againſt them ;—* you are ſo un- 
© happy, as not to adhere to the things de- 
* livered-to you by the apoſtles ;—but they 
© have been altered by you for the worſe :— 
c for neither Paul, nor Matthew, nor Luke, 
nor Mark, have dared to call Jeſus God. 
Moſes taught the worſhip of one God 
0 only he never teacheth any other ſecond 
God, as you do. He alſo with great free- 
dom, but with much juſtice, brings other 
articles of accuſation againſt the Chriſtians 
of his time; — you worſhip,” fays he, 
« the wood of the croſs, make ſigns of it 
on FO e, and fix it on ot ng, . * 


\ * — ot . ©. Py 1 | 
„ 
- 


"Ta 
you. are e calling Mary, mother 
of God. — In his epiſtle to the people of 
Boſtra he aſſerts, © becauſe they,” - meaning 
the Chriſtians, © have now no longer pow- 
er to tyrannize over any, nor to practiſe 
their uſual violences upon one another, they . 
are become furious, — and, towards the | 
cloſe of the epiſtle, he reprehends them as 
men, * who betake themſelves to dead mens | 
and their relicks.' 
The Chriſtians nd; not acquit en 
ſelves of theſe ſeveral heavy charges; — and 
therefore, like men who are worſted in 
argument, had recourſe to illiberal invec- 
tive, and abuſe of the apoſtate emperor; 
who, though addicted to the whole train 
of gentile ſuperſtitions, and to haruſpical 
divination in particular, . eſtabliſhed, to the 
indelible reproach of Chriſtian kings, an 
unlimited and univerſal . toleration in reli- 
gious ſentiments and practice throughout 
his empire. | 
I intimated above, that. the proſecution 
of my learned friend, ſo hoſtile to the in- 
troduction of a fimilar toleration in all 
Chriſtian countries, a right, which God 
has given, and, conſequently, no man, or 
ERS ſet 
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ment, ſo much weight with it, that I iow 


1 62 ' 
tet of men, is authorized to alte an 


might be partly founded on a dec 


that Jefus was the real ſon. of Joſep. — 


I had my reaſons at that time for thinking 


ſo but, in a late interview with him, 


he has rectified my miſapprehenſion, and 
informed me, that the proſeeution was 
grounded on che free delivery of his ſenti- 


ments on andther ſuppoſed point of faith. 


I have alſo, ſince I aceeded, in « pre- 
eeding page, to the opinion, that Jeſus 


was not the fon of Joſeph; convert ſed with 
an ingenious elergyman, (whethef he be 


my proſecuted friend, or not, I am not 
authorized to declate) whoſe argument, in 
favour of the opinion, that Jeſus was the 
real ſon of Joſeph, carries, in my judg- 


incline to his opinion; —but have thought 
proper not to with-hold my former ſenti- 
ments from the preſs, that the public may 
enjoy the benefit of examining the ſtate of 
the arguments pro and con, on this ſpecula- 
tive point, His argument is, that if the 


man ſhall compaſs a man, referred to the 
future 6 birth of Chriſt, the 


Meſſiah 


1 631 
Medien would whos been expreſuly named - 
in that prophecy, as he is under the title 
af 7 prophet, like unto Moſes, in Deu- 
there is not a word mentioned of this great 
prophet in this text of Jeremiah, or in 
the context, it may perhaps point to the 
event of queen Eſther obtaining her im- 
portant ſuit from king Ahaſuerus; in 
conſequence whereof: her countrymen, the 
Jews were delivered from that general ex- 
terminating maſſacre, throughout the twen- 
ty- ſeven provinces of the wide-extended 
Perfian empire, which the wicked Haman 
had deviſed againſt them. 
A woman ſurely may n n t ; 
compa a man, when ſhe had intereſt ſuf- 
ficient to procure from her royal conſort the 
grant of this intereſting national petition, 
whereon. depended not merely the well be- 
people. — It might be called © the creation 
of a new thing in the earth, becauſe it 
was unuſual for women TR _ 
lic 2 . 
whatever * che nine eg . 
of is gars. it does not appear to me 
| ſufficiently 
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. i to authorize an applid 
eation of it to. the fappoſed miraculous 
birck of Chriſt. If = che Lord our right 
teouſneſs, that glorious branch from the 
tem of Jefle, the great ſon of David, 
had deſcended from his loins' by the mo- 
ther's fide only; and had not been gehefa- 


ted by an human father, I firmly believe, 


this extraordinary regulation of his future 
birth would have been preſigriified, in ex- 
preſs terms, by God, to the Jewiſh pro- 
phets. But it may be objected, —is it not 
plainly revealed in Iſaiah vii. 14. A virgin 


ſhall conceive, and bear a fon, and ſhall 5 


call his name Immanuel? We muſt not 
be too haſty in applying this prediction to 
_ the merely maternal birth of Chriſt z—fof, 
in the firſt place, the Hebrew word moby; 
means any young woman ;—and, ſecondly, 
if we examine the context, we fhall find 
it points at a totally- different event, to be 
fulfilled in the reign of Ahaz, king of Ju- 

dah, when Iſaiah prophefied, and not long 
after the delivery of the prophecy ;—* the 
Lord himſelf ſhall give you a ſign, — bes- 
* hold! a virgin (or a young woman) mhalk 
5 n bear a fon, and ſhall call his 
name 


165 1 
1 Butter and honey thy 
de eat, that he may know to refuſe the 
evil, and to chooſe the good ;—fot before 
| * the child ſhall know to refuſe the evil, and 
to chooſe the good, the land; that thoy 
+ abhonreſt; ſhall be forſaken of both her 
kings, namely, Rezin King of Syria, and 
Poſtan king of Iſrael — Who, we are in- 
F formed i in — firſt verſe of the ſame chap- 
ter, went up towards Jeruſalem to war 
againſt it, but could not prevail againſt it”; 
| Accordingly, we learn from 2 Kings xvi. 9. 
that Tiglath- Pileſer, king of Aſſyria, at 
the intreaty of Ahaz; went üp a gainſt 
Damaſeus, took it, and flew Rein; — as 
in 2 Kings xv. 10, we are told, that 
Hoſhea made a conſpiracy againſt Pekah, 
and New. him. The compiler indeed of 
the goſpel, denomitiated Matthew's, applies 
this prophecy to the event of the ſuppoſed 
. miraculous: nativity of Jeſus; but with 
what ſemblance of truth this faithful i re- 
preſetitation of the event, to which it evi- 
dently refers, is ſufficient to determine; 
and, if an angel from heaven Na ny | 
_ bthet goſpel than that, which. is foretold 
Ae divinely inſpired prophets in the old 
B Teſtament, 


Py | 66 * 
Teſtament. or it on their predictions a 
different interpretation from that, which 
they will, without manifeſt perverſion, bear, 
I am bound to reject him as an impoſtor. 
Impelled by the pure love of goſpel- 
ich in its native uncorruptneſs, J cannot 
avoid diſcloſing my ſuſpicions, that, as an 
interpolation 4 been detected in 1 John v. 7» 
ſoſpurious goſpels and epiſtles may have been 
ohtruded on the world, and thoſe, which 
were genuine, "corrupted, in the firſt ages 
of the chriſtian æra, and, in all human 
probability, by the chriſtian platoniſts of 
the ſchool of Alexandria, officiouſiy, and 
perniciouſiy, intermixing their .* vain phi- 
_*loſophy;” or angling ſophiſtry, with the fim- 
plieity of genuine chriſtianity. Hence Mat- 
thew is made to ſay in the laſt verſe of his 
firſt chaper, that · Joſeph knew her not, 
(Mary) till ſhe had brought forth her firſt- 
born ſon, Jeſus; and, conſequently, to 
contradict Luke and John, who: expreſsly 
affirm, that Jeſus is the ſon of Joſeph.” 
However, my ſuſpicions, whether well 
f ill foun ded, have produced, by the bleſ- 
ing of God, a very deſirable effect « on my 
mind, as 1 have led me to-* ſearch the 
s ſcripture”, 4 


— 


1 671 | 
 ſeriptures , the prophecies of the old Teſta- 
ment, to which my inſtrumental faviour; 
and his apoſtles, refer me for the truth of 
their doctrine; and, conſequently, if, upon 


A diligent, ſelf. enquiry into the prophecies, | 


"I cannot find the miraculous birth of Chriſt 


boretold, 1 do r not heſitate to Elon it a as a 


PEI A 


both xii, and Boks, that my nager 
herein Will be approved by Chriſt, my fu 
tore divinely-delegated judge. bee 


Let other theologians amuſe, or perplex; | 


themſelves with reconciling contradictions, 
and harmonizing « diſcordances; — I chooſe 
rather tb Embrice the only infallible expe- 

dient of coming to the knowledge of tlie 
truth, as it is in Jeſus, by ſearching the 
antient divine prophecies, © whether things 
are ſo,' like Paul's impartial conyerts of 
Berea, I am not * flow of heart to be- 
lieve all, which the prophets have ſpoken” 

doncerning Chriſt.— He, after his reſurrec- 
tion, joins two of his diſciples in their 


Walk to Emmas, and thus interrogates 


them; ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered 
© theſe things, and to enter into his glory? 
"appealing herein to the teſtimony of the 
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' prophecies, delivered- under the old cove- . 


nant of the law, for the truth of his fu- 
ture ſufferings unto death, — his reſurrec- 
tion, — and ſubſequent entrance into his 

ſtate of glory, or reward, under the new 
_ covenant of grace. — On examining theſe 


prop phecies, I find this queſtion put to his 


diſciples reſolved in the affirmative, and 


therefore give credit to theſe particulars 
concernin 8 Chriſt. But when I am in- 
formed, that the man, Chriſt Jeſus, was 
not begotten by an human father, but ſu- 
-pernaturally born of an human mother, I 


_ - diſbelieve this circumſtance as a fiction, 


becauſe I do not find it predicted in the 


aforeſaid prophecies. In ſhort, to repeat 


what. in effect I urged. before, the divine 
prop ophecies of the old Teſtament are my 
ſole irrefragable vouchers of the truth of 
the events of the new. 


John, in the Apocalypſe, juſtly obſerves, 


| 4 that the teſtimony of*Jeſus is the ſpirit of 
prophecy.” Miracles indeed, * the wonderful 
Works, which our Lord did, bear wit- 
nes of him, that the Father had ſent him, 


G23. aft or 


3 
bf 
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| — or were undoubted proofs of his divine 


commiſſion, to thoſe, who beheld them ; 
but we, who ſaw them not, can produce 


no other authentic divine evidence of the 


truth of chriſtianity, than that, which re- 


ſults from the all-ſufficient . teſtimony of 


prophecy ; which, ſuperadded to he” per- 


fect harmony of the excellent moral pre- 


cepts of the goſpel with the dictates o the 
human underſtanding, eſtabliſhed the cre- 


dibility of apoſtolic teſtimony to the cer- 


tainty of Chriſt's reſurrection, beyond the 
N of a doubt. 3 
As I propoſe, in ſome future publication, 


to expatiate ſtill farther on the ſubject of the 
: nativity of Chriſt ; I ſhall cloſe the preced- 7 


ing remarks with this one obſervation, VIZ, 


that the promiſe recorded in Geneſis, on a 
review of it, ſeems to imply nothing more, 


than that a man ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's 


head; and that the expreſſion, * the ſeed 


of the woman, is not ſufficient to juſtif 
the hypotheſis of the miraculous birth of 
Chriſt produced from Mary, without the 


previous carnal. knowledge of her huſband 
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Having now given my public teſtimony; 
to Profecuted merit, and freely luperadded. 
my ſentiments on that ſpeculative point, 
which I erroneouſly deemed one of the 
grounds of the ſpiritual accuſation againſt. 
my learned friend, I re-enter on my plan 
of church-reformation, and declare 1 
mean to be underſtood, that the aforeſaid 
reformed national conftitution in church 
might be enjoined, and ſabmitted to, till 
ſuch time as the civil magiſtrate, that i is, 
the King, Lords, and Commons, « can clear- 
ly diſcern, that they are not empowered 
by Chriſt to invade his ſpiritual province, 

or to interfere at all with the management 
of matters merely religious, or which con- 


cern only God, and a man's own conſci- 


ence; for, i in civil concerns, men are ame 
noble to an human tribunal ; ; and, in re- 


a ligious affairs, to a divine judicature alone. 


God has not commiſſioned Chriſt to give, 
nor has Chriſt given, a preſcribed form of 
prayer what! is called the Lord's Prayer, 
containing only the general heads, (and an 
excellent ſummary of petitions it is) by 
Which every chriſtian individual is in duty 
bound to regulate the ſubje&-matter c of his 


Prayers, 


, > 


» 1 . 
4 $4,534 \ 
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prayers, to regard it as a complete ſtandard 
and model of prayer, — and, having theſe- 


general heads conſtantly before his eyes, as 
the ground-work of his addreſſes to God, 


to particularize from them, according as 
he ſhall find occaſion in the various occur- 
rences of life. Conſequently, in fact, the 
_ civil power cannot be juſtified in exacting 
either the uſe, or ſubſcription to the uſe, 
of a liturgy ; — much leſs, ſubſcription to 
the truth of its contents : —— For, to in- 


fer from the ſilence of Chriſt on this head 


an authority to enjoin them, is to be wiſe 
above what is written; virtually to acknow- 


ledge, that Chriſt left his religion imper- 
fect; and to purſue a ſpecies of conduct 
greatly reſembling that dominion over the 
faith' of men, which even the inſpired 
apoſtle Paul expreſsly diſclaims. —— The 
civil magiſtrate then ought to leave, and 
would act wiſely in leaving, every man at 
full liberty to * worſhip God in ſpirit and 
in truth, with or without a form, and in 
private by himſelf, or in public with his 
neighbours ; and on this, that, or every, 
day, according as his own judgment and 
ox * ſhould convince him to. be moſt 
E 4 | con- 
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chriſtian * 2 n ee 9 
- But the time ſeems not yet to be arrived, 


| fir the nation at large, and either the cler- 
g. or the legiſlature, in particular, to 


perceive the evan gelic unlawfulneſs of im- 
poſing even the uſe of a Liturgy. — Par- 


lament therefore would not be guilty of 


a crime, if it were, only for the preſent, 
to take off ſubſcription to the articles, and 
to alter the mode of ſubſcription to the li- 


turgy, in its preſent, or in a reformed, 


ſtate, —namely, to ſubſtitute a ſubſcription 5 


to the fole public uſe, or peruſal of its con- 
tents, inſtead of a ſubſcription to the truth 


of them; which is now unhappily the 


caſe, and makes the legiſlature obnoxious 
to the charge of putting a fallible compo- 


fition of men upon an equality with the un- 
_ erring word of Gol. 


As the immerſion of Cheiſtians, in a the 
filth of popery was gradual, ſo alſo their 
emerſion from it muſt be progreſſive. The 
reſtoration of pure and primitive Chriſtian- 
ity is not the work of a day. Rome, 
ing to the old adage, was not built 

* a day; either Rome 1 nor 


Rome 


L721 

papal. In like manner, this laſt 
98 be deſtroyed in a day. However, 
the friends to Chriſtian truth and liberty, 
in cvery European country, may, and ought 
to, concert and execute meaſures, from 
day to day, for obtaining a complete yic- 
tory over the. whore of Babylon, (the 
church of Rome) who, in the Apocalypſe, 
is figuratively repreſented as riding on the 
beaſt (uſurping the civil power) who will, 
however, at laſt throw his rider, and-tram- 
ple her under foot; the very kingdoms, 
which haye ſo long kept her firm-in the 
ſaddle, having now eſſayed, by the expul- 
fion of the Jeſuits, the ſtrenuous ſupport- 
ers of her anti- Chriſtian dominion in theſe 
later ages, to ſhake her from her ſeat, and 
treated their mother, the grand miſtreſs of 
idolatrous abominations, with no very filial 
reſpect. (N. B. It concerns thoſe lovers 
of myſtery, the Athanaſians, ſeriouſly to 
conſider, that the name written on the 
f;orehead of this arch-harlot, was 
* MysTERY),. See Revel. xvii. 35. 

But, while we rejoice at this cheering 
proſpe& of emancipation from the papal 
Volke . let England, the bulwark of 
the 


4. f 74 1 | 
the reformation, proceed, after a too long 
inactive interval of two centuries, in com- 


pleting the work, which the has ſo hap- | 


. pily begun, and in making the firſt advan- 


ces towards a completion, by perſiſting in a 
righteous attempt to procure an act of par- 
liament, to aboliſh ſubſcription to the thir- 
ty-nine articles, and liturgy ; the impoſal 


of this ſubſcription on any clafs of men, 
being an unjuſtifiable exertion of an uſurp- 


ed anti-chriſtian dominion over- the hearts 
and conſciences of thoſe men, for no ſueh 
dominion can be exerciſed, but upon the 
flaviſh intolerant principles of popery. 

By the plan propoſed above, our conſtitu- 
tion in ſtate would not only not be invaded 
and injured, but it would be additionally ſe- 
cured, and eventually improved ;—a conſti- 
tution ! admirably adapted to the character 
and genius of our nation, ever wiſely partial 


to a limited: monarchy, which our anceſtry 


repeatedly experienced to be diffuſive of na- 
tional bleſſings; —and ſo will their poſterity, 
if they be a moral people, zealous of good 
works: — but, when they ceaſe to be ſuch, 
they cannot be a free people: for, vhere 


„ ſpirit of the Lord is, there” alone * is 


* liberty.” 
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1 liberty.” Feat, a eyranny, and fla: 
yery are an inſeparable triumvirate ; ; ant 
not the beſt- framed polity. on earth, nor 
5 even a theocracy, a Civil conſtitution feat. 
us expreſs from heaven, as was that of the 
: Jews, can ſecure to us our liberty and pro- 
perty, if we be a depraved, diſfipated, de- 
_ ceitful, and luftful people, and love not. 
God, and one another. 
Whether ſelfiſhneſs, that vicious ſelf-love, 
maſked under the deceitful veil of ſelf- preſer- 
vation, which i is confined to the ſingle ſordid 
object of worldly ſelf-aggrandizement, that 
luſt of temporal power, wealth, and gran- 
| deur, which excludes the Iove of the brother- | 
hood, as fellow-chriſtians, and the love of 
our es as fellow--Britons, be not 2 
diſtinguiſhing charaQeriſtic of the preſent 
age, is a ſerious and important queſtion, 
whereon, though thinking men be at li- 
berty to diſcuſs it in their own minds, it 
would be arrogantly cenſorious in me to 
decide i in the affirmative. This, however, 
I think myſelf juſtified in aſſerting, that 
our ſelf-corruption i in the loye of the world, 
and of the fleſh, is not ſo inconſiderable, 
as to preclude the neceflity of expreſſing a 
cordial 


F 
cordial wiſh, that the kingdom of Chriſt, 
governed by the eternal immutable laws of 
godlineſs, righteouſneſs, and temperance, 
may be extended throughout the earth. In 
ham we ſhall ſee a patriot-king, _ whoſe 
throne will be eſtabliſhed in that charity, 
which, among its other excellent proper- 
ties deſcribed by the apoſtle, « ſeeketh not 
© her own.“ Then men, not living to 6 
themſelves alone, will be happy rivals in 
the practice of that precept of the apoſtle, 
let no man ſeck his own, but every man 
53 another s wealth,” or welfare, — and be 
convinced, that a mutual tender attention 
to mutual happineſs is an efficacious ad- 
vancement of true ſelf-intereſt, by an ex- 
pedient the moſt pleaſing and agreeable. 
Under his mild peaceable reign, nation 
vill not lift up ſword againſt nation, nei- 
ther ſhall they learn war any more,” — 
much leſs, be engaged in unnatural inteſ- 
tine wars, wherein kindred-blood is ſpilt, 
and that crime moſt offenſive in the fight 
of God, national ſelf- murther, i is wantonly 
committed. As the hearts of his willing 
and obedient ſubjects will not be tempted 
to . a | Gonght of diſloyalty, or re- 
bellion; 3 


» 


TY 


belli ion —ſo alſo the crimen lefe majeſtatis 


will not be induftriouſly ſought for. Then 


ſhall be brought to paſs that ſignal prophe- 
cy promulgated by Daniel, — the ſtone, 
that ſmote the image, became a a great 
© mountain, and filled the whole earth.” 
God had revealed to king Nebuchadnezzar 
in a dream, which hę empowered Daniel 
to interpret, the ſucceſſion of the four great 
monarchies, viz. the Aſſyrian (Nebuchad- 
nezzar's empire), the Perſian, the Grecian, 
and the Roman, and of the ten ſubſequent 
kingdoms, into which the laſt. was to be 
divided. Theſe great events were preſig- 
nified under the ſimilitude of a great image, 
whoſe head was of fine gold, -his breaſt 
© and his arms of filver, his belly and. his 
« fides of braſs, his legs of i icon, his feet 
« part of iron and part of clay.” Theſe 
four metals correſponded to the reſſ pective 
excellence and ſtren gth of the four empires ; 
and the mixture of iron and clay in the 
feet and ten toes denotes, that the ten 
kin gdoms ſhould * be partly ſtrong, and 
partly brittle.” * The ſtone,” which is 
E as cut out, without hands, 
* mote the image W his feet, and brake 


them 
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+ them to pieces. This ſtone is juſtly con 
fidered, as an emblem of the univerſal, ſpi- 
"ritual kingdom of the Mefliah, which is 
"thus deſcribed ;—* in the days of theſe kings 


7 
2 
» 


* 


(iche kings of the ten kingdoms) : ſhall 
the God of heaven ſet up a kingdom, 
4 which mall never be deſtroyed; — and 
the kingdom thereof ſhall not. be left 
1. to other people, — it ſhall break i in pie- 
£ ces, and conſume. all theſe, kingdoms; 
" and it ſhall ſtand for ever.” (Dan. li. 44.) 
1. 18 worthy of obſervation, that the iron 

and the clay are, moreover, faid to * F min- 
Bet themſelves with the ſeed of men; 3 and 
it is added, they ſhall not cleave one to 
another. Thus, good and bad men being 


con itrary the one to the other, and their 


reſpeQive intereſts , 9s, oppoßite as the 
ſtreng th of i iron and the btittleneſs of clay, 
cannat be blended together i in the purſuit 
of one cominon cauſe; and 1 doubt not» 
that, to men of clay, Bob Who, are too 
Bk engroſſed by the cares, the riches, 


and tlie pleaſures of this life, to attend to 
spiritual things, this intereſting prophecy 
will ſcein as an idle tale, and my temarks 
upon its as the fruits of a a diſtempered brain: 


Thus 


1791 

Thus Feſtus faid with a loud voice, 
0 Paul! thou art beſide thyſelf; much 
e learning doth make thee. mad. (Acts 
Xxvi. 24.) But men of iron, thoſe Who 


3 mind the one thing needful, and delight 


in ſtudying the divine prophecies of future 
events, contained in the ſcriptures of the 
old Teſtament, may, probably, be -unani- 
mous in declaring, in the words of Paul's 
reply to Feſtus, I am not mad, but 
ſpeak forth the words of truth, and ſober- 
neſs. Now, though I preſume it cannot 
be denied, that my own country, which 
was formerly a province of the iron Roman 
empire, has long been, andi ſtill is, one of 
the political toes of the great monarchical 
image; though our civil conſtitution be 
partly ſtrong as iron, and partly brittle as 
clay, having been repeatedly ſhaken in its 
foundations by national troubles, and reſet- 
tled on its baſis by a ceſſation of ſtate- 
commotions; and though its blended lot 
of iron and clay will continue, in exact 
equipoiſe, till the ſaid grand prophecy ſhall 
receive its completion; yet, it furely is the 
duty of every member of the community, 
to 63 to 8e it the ſtrength of iron. 
I I there - 
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"als with a mind uhdaufted, Who 
poſe the excluſion of eccleſiaſtics from all 
' Thare in the affairs of civil legiſlation,—iri 
judicial proceedings, - and in every ſpecies 
of temporal power and authority. Conſe- 
quently, the ſubverſion of dioceſan epiſco- 
pacy, and the expulſion of lords ſpiritual | 
from a feat and vote in the Houſe of Peers, 
are the grand and leading objects in my 
plan of a complete reformation. of our con- 
ſtitution in church; which, at preſent; by 
an unnatural incorporation of palitics and 
religion in the perſons of epiſcopal ſena- 
tors, manifeſtly conſtitutes a cuntulceghle 
1 „ in our oaftitution in 


4 Houſe of Aude weh is by, many 
2 115505 as an excellent barrier againſt the 
tyranny and anarchy, equally reſulting. from 
a political. ſyſtem, | intirely democratic aii 
the one hand, or literally monarchical or 
the other; nis, in their apinian, ba- 
lancing part of. our tripartite conſtitution 
1 ſtate, would. not; in the leaſt degree, 
ſuffer from an alteration: of the,cooftitutiari 
in church, by ſubſtituting parochial in the 
place of dioceſan, epiſcopacy. The ex- 
| — 


— 


. [8 . 2 
Exchafion;of the Lords ſpiritual could not 
5 be attended with the leaſt. detriment to 
Lords temporal, who, on the contrary, 
would not only enjoy all their preſent pri- 
vileges unimpaited, but hold their debates 

for the welfare af the nation unreſtrained, 
and undiſtracte by, the intrigues of med- 
dling churchmen, —who, in Whatever edu 
. they ate anjudigiaulſly. indulged with a 
ſhare of the civil power, are experimentally 
known, either to weaken, or ſubvert, the 
national counſels and intereſts. N 
To paſs over. their deteſtable anachine- 
tions in other Eropean -countries, will not 
.the annals of England furniſſi us with a 
melancholy inſtance of that ſoleciſm in poli- 
tics, an imperium in imherio, in the perſon 
of :Becket;—who,, with conſummate craft, 
__bantrivel to unte in himſelf the two ſu- 
preme functions in chutch and ſtate; name- 
Hy, thoſe of -arch-biſhop and chancellor? 
hieb; however diſcordant, and ought; ever 
to beckept disjoined, her enjoyed by the fa- 
vour, and throug h the exceſſive lenity of 
the kindeſt of i: that great and wiſe 
King. Henry the ſecond and, baſely un- 
- Tons royal benefactor, who had 
| F © raifed 


41 82 R 
«nile him Kort the dunghill to fit with his 
prince, not only thwarted all his plans of 
public utility. but dared to exempt him- 
ſelf from the civil juriſdiction, aſſerting, 
with ſanctimonious hypocritical cant, with 
which he gulled the poor ignorant laity, 
that the clergy were not a8 to the 

civil magiſtrate, a | 
This, in plain words, unte to a de- 
Alestten that faered ecclefraſtics might com- 
mit thefts, rapes, and murthers, on the 
profane laity with impunity, or, at leaſt, 
g evade the capital puniſhment due for ſuch 
outrageous erimes againſt the peace and 
ſafety of civil ſociety, by commuting it for 
-A pecuniary mulct to be paid to the church 
fiefelf; This really was the caſe in thoſe 
.dark ages, when prieficraft, enthroned by 
barbariſm, ignorance, and ſuperſtition, ac 
tually uſurped the civil power in one part of 
Europe, and ruled the ſubject kings and 
pgs | of the reſt, © which tamely 
« gave their ph to the beaſt,” 1 95 a rod 5 

of iron. N 
But, to draw nearer to our own times, 
was not another. arch-biſhop of 'Canter- 
| * greatly ——— in an Eng- 

| land 


bes! 
land in all the horrors of a civil war ? and 
did he not inſtigate his unhappy King to. 
the purſuit of ſuch deſpotic meaſures, as 
terminated in the deſtruction both of arch- 
biſhop and king f * | 
Again; did churchmen j join the teſt of 
the nation in applying to the prince of O- 
range for deli iverance from the arbitrary go- 
vernment of the papal bigot James the 
| Second, till that infatuated monarch pre- 
ſumed to touch the conſecrated rights of 
the church, by forcing upon them a popiſh 
prefident of Magdalen-College, Oxford ? 
then they took the alarm, and not before. 
"Then he became unhallowed to them, and 
they unfriendly to him: But a- man; not 
unacquainted with the nature of eccleſiaſ- 
_ tical policy, miiſt ſummon the whole of 
his chriſtian charity to obviate his ſuſpi- 
eCions, that every other rank of men in the 
l kingdom might have travelled, and groan- 
ed, in bondage to the deſpotiſm of James, 
k with their conſent; to this hour, (for regal 
| deſpotiſm and eceleſiaſtical ambition are of- 
ten indiſſolubly linked together) if he had 
not haſtily and happily. made that inexcuſa- 
. ble 1 the invaſion of church-tem- 


1 i . 
4 ty; ch the, cry of the a1 arro ogant RY TY 
Rule tk. Sacheverel, ae church, the oP 


1 


* church, is in "tang er! 1 18 yet recent i in 
Gür inemories, yet founds in our cars; — 

an equivocal expreſſion ; adtnirably adap 10 
to Tubſerve the Hniſter views if thaſdch- 
Policy, being capable of a double enten- 
ate, - hatmely, elfter hit the chürch öf 
Chi it, or the chriſtian re eligion, was in 
"dahger, which was by no means the caſe ; 
18 18 the chürch of ac land, tliat i 1S, the 


or t 


Welt and | power or chüteh -Uignitatles 


; PG ah 180 ofly "OR to fo hitter 
"Bir Tadicaft extirpated. - 
_ Thoug h 1 00 not prop ole to ehiinetate 
"every Paris, bach thi e vety refined 
| Tpe Ecies 'of "prieltcraft raft of the preſent day; 
Anek, like a ſübterranecous uf mole, 
"works Heenitly, " ut 'too effecuilly, in the 
y dark, and in id in the upthor, ündermine 
ile chriſtian religion, then "Before it be 
"perceived WY Made et; yet öf one late 
Political mäanduvre of che Lords ſpirit, | 
"Whit favditirs s grea ; tly of 4 ptedtlection for 
Poöpery, I houtd chil mytelk inexchfable, 
if I were to omit expreſſing ny cordial 
_ Uiſapprobation in this public fflanner, 


na . 


18] 


namely, the concurrence of their 1 
for the * eſtabliſhment of papery in 
Canada, 

However, I will do them the Juice . * 
acknowledge, that my apprehenſions of 
their aid in the formal ſettlement of that 
blood- thirſty ſuperſtition in England are 
not of a very alarming nature. But, after 
experiencing their inſtrumentality (I ſpeak 
of them aggregately, and not altogether 
ſingly) in eſtabliſhing it in the ſaid remate, 
but extenſive, part of his majelty's domi- 
nions, I ſhould ſtretch the line of 
chriſtian charity, till it break, were J 5 
give them credit for the goodneſs of their 
motive, in with-holding their affiſtance in 
this caſe. They would undoubtedly chooſe, 
rather to practice the art of reconciling 
contraries, and to exhibit an heterogeneous 
combination of proteſtantiſm and popery 
in their own perſons, than riſque the loſs _ 
of their lucrative fine-cyres, by joining in 
an unequiyocal introduction of popery in 
the mother-country. 

Fo the faid particular Grind inſtance 
of their political miſconduct Lſhall ſubjoin, 
my * one n, 


£861. 
ly, that * princi iple .of the hierarchy is 
invariably one and the fame, to aggran- 
dize itſelf, or ſecure 1 its aggrandizement at 
all eyents, and at the expence of national 
welfare. It bears an r. regard to At: 
proviges maxim, | 7 


1 


—— «Hips ee e 6 . 
4 «$i poſts, recde — non, quocungue modo, Rem.“ f 
| Conſequently, though one admi niſtration 
may be more fayourable to this ſiniſter view 
of the hierarchy, than another, the politi- 
cal. conduct of ſpiritual Lords will ever, 
Proteus · like, aſſume various ſhapes under. 
varying adminiſtrations. The leading prin- 
ciple of their court- creed being to coincide 
with the meaſures of every adminiſtration, 
which preſumes, not to touch their ſacred 
intereſts, they ſcruple not, on a change in 
the direction of ſtate affairs, collectively, 
and almoſt individually, to o join in repro- 
bating, and giving their ſuffrages againſt, 
the very meaſures, which they had, not 
long before, approved and voted for; be- 
* coming all things to all men, whether in 
a ſenſecongruous, or incongruous, with that 
of the apoſtle Faul. — whether with views 
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tuated 


[1] = 
tuated that be preacher of the goſ- 
pel, is a point, which will be beſt deter- 
mined by a knowledge of the ſelfiſh; na- 
ture, and tendency, of all church- policy. 
I have only fairly ſtated, and not miſrepre- 
ſented, a matter of fact, which is ſtubborn 
irreſiſtible evidence ;—and, the fact being 
ſo, it is manifeſt to a mathematical demon- | 
ſtration, that whether the. epiſcopal ſenators 
liſt themſelves on the fide of the public- 
weal, or woe, is a mere matter of chance, 
One biſhop, in particular, has ſignalized 
himſelf in his capacity, as a ſenator, during 
the hoſtile diſputes with our American. bre- 
thren, in the amicable termination where-. 
of the public is ſo deeply intereſted ; and 
therefore it is allowable for any individual 
of the public to aſſume the offices, in the 
Cantabrigian phraſe, of ſcrutator and taxor 
of his fluQuating political conduct, and of 
the latent motive thereto, as far as it can, 
with any degree of e be ues 
tured. 

At the opening of the . 75 2 of 
parliament, he ſeems to have exhibited a 
notorious inſtance of intereſted tergiverſa- 
tion; for, on a proſpect of the fall of the 
F + miniſter, 


” ſus ſuch meaſures. 


Lords, 1 5 e in go ere 30 oo, yy 
am appearance,” at leaſt, of patriotifm and 
piety, Harrangved againſt the wickediicfs 
and inhumanity, of petſiſting in che pro- 
ſecution of thoſe farguinary meaſures with 
our American brethren, Which had re- 
For his public conſent and ſuffrage, 
ir the preceding ſeſſion, attended with this 
eculiar circumſtance, that it was thought 
meet to appoint him one of the managers 
of à conference with the commons, for 
the purpoſe of ae: the king to pur- 
Briftiar charity vids, 
but an infight into epiſcopal eraft and ſel- 
 fiffineſs forbids, me to put a favourable 
gonſtruction on this very 1 remarkable altera- 
tion in his legiſfative conduct. To altedye, 
that he was induced thereto by the exam- 
ple of his noble Patron, and from a prin- 
| ciple of gratitude to him, is- to advance 
but little i in his juſtification. A conſcience 
ized with remorſe for his former finful- 
eſs, in conſenting | to the unnatural war, 
can alone juſtify his late parliamentary diſ- 
| approbation © of ee Die, er eris mibi mag- 
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bg } 
pus Abel, by what, happy cancurrencg of 
circumſtances x camgrtQ Pais, that a Lord 


777000 6 hh 


83 Hs tk day.of his birth tg 
the year of bs, Lord, 174, and be incan 
pable off diſcerning the moral. turpitude of 
ſhedding the Britiſh blood of our brethren 
'of the Britiſh-American continent by our | 
own Britiſh, and, with the change of one 
vowel, 'brutiſh, hands; and yet, within 
the ſpace of the next twelve-months, be 
bleſt with a clear perception of it.” This 
is indeed a miracle, —a wonderful recove- 
ry. of ſight to the blind. 1 
Perhaps, Milton's arch- angel bas been 
with him, who is recorded to have given 
teleſcopic diſtinctneſs of viſion to the dim 
optics of our firſt parent, by the judicious 
application of an eye- ſalve, compoſed of 
the wo ſimples, Euphracy and Rue. a 


— — rm © To nobler ſights 4 

C Michael from Adam s eyes the film removed, 
Which that falſe fruit, which promiſed clearer ſight, 
© Had bred ;—then purged with Euphracy, and Rue, 
© The viſual nerve for he had much to ſee,” 


In like manner, he, no doubt, has purg- 
ed, with Far and 8 the 1 
orbs 
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orbs of the biſh6p from that thick film of 
| felf-intereſt, which ſurrounded, and'dark- 
ened, them; a ſpecies of blindneſs! far 
worſe in its conſequences, than the gutta 


ferena, to which our faid ' admirable poet 
attributes the loſs of his bodily fight. 


80 thick a drop ferns hath queach'd, their orbs, 5 
, Or dim ſuffuſion veiled! 
. If. ſo, 1 ſincerely "with, a celeſtial 
oculiſt would be equally aſſiduous to open 
the intellectual eyes of his brethren of the 
mitre ; — * thou celeſtial light ſhine in- 
* ward, and the mind through all her pow 
ers irradiate ;—there plant eyes; all miſt 
c from thence purge, and diſperſe. 
At preſent, the flattering hopes of climb- 
ing from biſhopric to biſhopric, till they 
reach the ſummit of their worldly ambi- 
tion, the pontificate, or arch-biſhopric, 
and a carking ſolicitude to ſtand ſecurely on 
this towering pinnacle of opulence and 
grandeur,—a tottering ſituation in theſe en- 
Tightened days, when the laity are no ſtran- 
gers to the-ill-founded claims of the cler- 
gy. ſeem to be the unſeen ſprings, which 
actuate their political deportment. It is a 
very. rare caſe, to find a ſingle biſhop, who 
will 


toil. 

will eicher ſecretly abſent himſelf on big 
colours, or openly deſert his corps, and 
refuſe to march under the banners of ad- 
miniſtration, when waved in an unrigh- 
teous cauſe ;—which, though a man of 
great political candour, I preſume, from 
my knowledge of fallible humanity, may 
be ſometimes the caſe. When either does 
happen, the probability, that his tranſla- 
tion to a more gainful dioceſe depends on 2 
change in the miniſtry, conveys no very 
favourable idea of the diſintereſtedneſs of 
his conduct. 

The preſent worthy biſhop of Saint WN 
who wants not my mouth to ſound the 
trumpet of his praiſe, ſeems indeed to have 
acted on a principle truly patriotic in a cer- 
tain political point. Whether he were 
really in the right, and adminiſtration in 
the wrong, it is foreign to my purpoſe to 
enquire. In this pamphlet I confine my- 
ſelf to eccleſiaſtical abuſes of our moſt 
| holy religion, — not interfering with politics 
any farther, than they are neceſſarily con- 
nected with my church-reforming plan, 

which profeſſedly aims at disjoining the 
diſcordant characters of theologian and po- 

| litician. 
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litician. In this LEE union the 1 
f God is fo entirely abſorbed i in the man of 

the world, that not one ſpiritual Lord, 
1 though he enjoy the benefit of a good ex- 
ample ſet him by his. equals, the clerical 

etitioners, has dared, as I before obſerved, . 
to ſtand forth in -the houſe of Lords an 
avowed champion of injured chriſtianity, 
eſſentially and aggravatingly i injured, by the 
continuance of the 1255 corrupt « 5 
tution in church. ; 

This well- known Cutz, ſuper- added to 
the afore-cited ſpecimen of their attach- 
ment to the church of Rome, in the in- 
ſtance of their parliamentary concurrence, 
in eſtabliſhipg popery in Canada,—and the 
ſeveral examples of eccleſiaſtical craft, 
which I haye ſelected from the hiſtory of 
England, are abundantly ſufficient to prove, 
that church-power and wealth are ever 
incom patible with the welfare of the Nate, 
both in ſpiritual and civil concerns; and 
that, while churchmen are permitted to be 
veſted with any public ſhare in the legiſla- 
ture, or with any , direction in the 
de. vr. "Oh Bon „ they. Wall 


3 1 
| ever poftpone, and een Hetifice, che ge- 


ner! g08d to their on particulat intereſt. 

Sserng ehen tlie umform natiendl mi- 
chiefs profiticed by kieratchs in England in 
times paſt and preſerit, with a view to pre- 
vent them iti tithe to Come, and to perfect 
my plan of parbchlial epifcopacy, which, 
by tue propoſed equality of maintenance, 
Atikes at the foot 'of church-wwealth and 
church- poꝰWear; 1 adviſe the excltiſion of 
churchmen from à ſcut and vote in the 
Hotife of Lords, and apptove Ikewiſe of 
depriving thern of a vote at the electe ef 
the Commbns. In Thort, I am unwiffing, 
_ theſe y parcchial bithops, overſeers, or 
paltots, of the flock ſhould bear any Patt 
in evil affairs, in Virtue of their {pir 
: Siottmbn'; but with them merely to have 
a fuffrage at elections for members of the 
Houſe of Commons, on the terms of o- 

ther frecholders; namely, if, in conſe- 

1 'of their own ptivate fortune, they 
poſſeſt of frectiolds, or of any other civil 
| au =ations, Which intitle them to a vote 
in any county, city, or borough, in com- 
mon with the reſt of his 1 8 ſubjects. 
Laſtly, 


2 | 
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Laſtly, FO I mean to propole, thats s 
in general, there ſhould. be but one paro- 
chial biſhop, or paſtor, i in one pariſh, Which 
would prove an excellent method of en- 
foreing teſidence, and -preclude the neeef- 
ity of a particular 2 act of parliament, to en- 
join it; — yet I ſubmit. to the conſideration 
of the legiſlature. this quære, Whether i it 
5 might not be adviſable to make, togetlier 
with an equality of paſtoral maintenance, 
a nearly equal divifion, of the paſtoral 
charge, by appointing, more parochial, bi- 
ſhops than one in particular caſes ; as for 
inſtance, in a large populous patiſh ;. an 
for every. ſuch pariſh, furniſhed with : an ad- 
_ ditional paſtor, diminiſhing the number of 
- parochial biſhops. in ſmall thinly-inhabited 
pariſhes; which might be effected, by be- 
ſtowing the paſtoral charge of two ſuch 
pariſhes on one paſtor ? 
| Farthermore; in order to preſerye this 
one equal, and only, order of miniſters of 
the goſpel entire; and to avoid the neceſ- 
ſity of employing hired curates, as at pre- 
ſent ; neighbouring paſtors might be direc- 
ted to aſſiſt each other gratuitouſly, in caſe 
of ſickneſs, or on any urgent occaſion, and 


parti- 


=. | 
particularly, without fee or reward, to of- 
ficiate in an adjoining church and pariſh, 
during an unavoidable ; vacancy, on the 
death of a paſtor, — which vacancy Gould 
be filled up, in the ſucceſſiye methods be- 
fore ſpecified, without delay. For 40 
purpoſe, on ſuch emergencies, it will be 
neceſſary for the congregations of two pa- 
riſhes to diſpenſe. with the performance of 
divine ſervice once on Sundays in places, 
where it has been cuſtomarily performed | 
£WIGes +5; Ks BY 52 655 
This is the 3 of neh Wisdng | 
tion formed by que of little uber 
NG: Ne os God ps PR — ee —— 
laudable motive of approving himſelf. a 
practical diſciple of his honoured and only 
maſter in reli igious concerns, Chriſt, from 
a principle of true ſound patriotiſm, which 
is a material branch of genuine chriſtia- 
nity ; — by one, who, as being a miniſter 
of the goſpel officiating in the Church of 
England, judges, he cannot demonſtrate 
that patriotiſm, with more propriety, and 
in a manner more conſiſtent with the holi- 
| neſs of his function, than by propoſing, 


and 
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Ae every legal attempt ito refs 
oue the docttines of God from bondage 6 
the commandments of men; and to gra- 
gully reſtore to every individual the full 
enjoyment, and unreſtrained exerciſe, of 
that ſpecies civil or ſocial liberty; Which 
ie fled reite = by one, who is not 
nonated enough, to arrogantly think; 
mat his prcßelt ef a total change, and a⸗ 
menliment, ef the preſent civil eſtabhſh- 
ment in religion is incapable of additicnil 
improvements; — by one, who, with more 
ſpirit and intrepidity, than ptudenee and 
caution, has alteady haken the Pillars of 
prieſteraft and erthodoxy, — and intends, 
* Ham Piritus {hos egit artus to bend; 
Sarfor-like,' his whole weight againſt 
them; and eicher tumble the anti-chriftiari 
ediflee about His ears, and perhaps bury 
qumſelf in the ruins, or rentler the lauda- 
ble enterprite mere atchievable to others 

endued with e and ability 
hen himſelf. | 
Net badly Senädent, Be Petet, I de- 
i qounty pray to God for a ſupply of chriſtian 
fortitude, to enable me to go, even unto 


am _" "If "uſthappily ur- 
gent 


tes! 7 

Bent neceſſity Bout ſo. require, for: the 
ſake of pure and primitive chriſtianity, 
which, I am e cannot be re · eſta- 
bliched, without the previous diſſolution 
of that pernicious incorporation of ſpiritual 
things with ciyil, which hierarchs, with 
great ſubtlety, denominate an alliance be- 
twixt church and ſtate and, with a ſhew 
of humility, infinuate, that the latter can- 
| not flouriſh without the former, of have in 
mine eye that artfully · expreſſed part of the 
late addreſs of the eonvocation to the king, 
where they fay,— — Permit 1, Sire; in all 
bumility, to ſays. that the ecclefiaſtical part 
of, our conltitution zs 10 leſs excellent than 
the civil and that they are ſo cloſely and in- 
 timately blended with, each other, that, as 
experience has ſhewns the mb hand or. e 
together. 252% 4% 1115115 


Now, without all, or an 1 of, bumi- 
lity, external or internal, 1 doldiy pro 


hounTe, that their. Lordſhips lie under a 
miſtake, throug h the whole of this i incom- 
parable portion c op their addreſs. To proye 
that herein I. adhere. ſtrictiy to truth, I 
propoſe. to 8⁰ through a formal and regular 
examination and confutation of it, from 
Ss begin- 
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beginning t end; in the firſt place ani- 
madverting on that very modeſt aſſertions 


bat the ecclefiaſtical part of our conſtitu- 


tion is no leſs excellent than the civi /. 
* ſincerely give them credit for their faith 
in the truth of this aſſertion. Certainly 
they think ſo. Spiritual Lords, and their 
ſubordinate dignitaries, deans, canons, &c. 
who not only taſte,” but are crammed with, 
and batten and fatten on, the ſweets' of it, 
do not belie the ſentiments of their hearts, 
in acknowledging to their king, * that the 
+« eccleſiaſtical part of our conſtitution is 
© no leſs excellent than the civil.” It is not 
impoſſible that ſleek and pampered high- 
prieſts may think it is more fo ; — though 5 
-prudence, of which they have a very com- 
petent ſhare, and, no doubt, modefly and 
humility forbid them to utter the whole of 
their thoughts to majeſty. e 
But can many rectors and vicars, and, 
particularly, the half. ſtarved curates, think 
and fay fo? Thoſe poor wretches ! ! who are 
the true ſhepherds, biſhops, or overſcers, 
of the flock ; not they, who, unlike Ja- 
_ fon, carry off the golden fleece, without the 
trouble and hazard of an 2 argonantic expe- 


dition. 


did ee ce chyeniciice the holpits 
lity of their opulent neighbouts ; — a cir- 
_cumſtance,. which muſt give pain to men, 
Whoſe minds are endued with that ſenſibi⸗ 
lity, and are of that liberal turn, which 
min ben dell of an acadeinic edu 


| biſhops lin tel be led 
| _ Emiozoro:; not from looking Over» 
but from over-lroking; the flock: And 
how.ſhould it be otherwiſe, than over - 
3doked, ar oejglethed; iy thitmn t /How:car! 
a dioceſan billiops a nominal rn over 4 
when one pariſh Ende a Kuficietit eltiploy- 
ment for dne man, if, from a conſtienti- 
bus principle, and with untemitting dili- 
geiices ke peffotm his duty; and feed and 
tend tlie ſheep with 4 ſhepherd's care ? 
Muchi leſs, can right reverend Fathers in 
God nutſe their wide extended family in 
the Lord with the milk of God's wotd, if 
they conſumeè their wititers in attending the 
lexees of the prime miniſter of the days 
| | G 2 and 


Leros! 
and in ſotming advantageous Worldly con- 
rene Which has wgratpett of termi - 

nining in the exchange of a gainful conſe- | 
- oration for a mote lucrative tranſlation, 
(for with ſacred:cbur clumen, as wich profane 
laymem; creſcit amor nummi, quantum" 22 
_- prounidiicreſett,) and if they loiter away 
their ſummers in that ſupine repoſe and in- 
dolence, which are neceſſary to recruit their 
jaded ſpirits for a renewal of their political 
manœuvres, at the returning ſeaſon; Their 
primary and triennial curſory viſitations, 
attended with occaſional confirmations, ra- 
- pidly hurried over at the principal market - 
-towns: of their reſpective dioceſes, together 
with their charges to the clergyt are but a 
dull ſolemn farce, and burleſque on the 
2 bras active and primitive epiſcopal charge. 
This is unwelcome, uncourtiy language, 
to which hierarchs are but little accuſtom- 
ed; but it is the language of e _ 
unadorned, undiſguiſed, truth, - . 
* Qui fit pulchrum, quid turpe, quid 15 Ju 
non nlanꝭ dico. 203) 
of « Quid, verum; atque decens,..curo, et rogo, et om- 


4 nis in hoc ſum ; 3 


Ne quid falfi dicere audes; 1 ne quid vert non Pakiles'; * 
. Por, ſurely, if ifthe late Lord Cheſterfield could 
EO» cite 


eraps of Pregch and Italian witholtt | 
incutying” the imputation of Pedantry, 1 
may be permitted occhfHonally to il 
Latif uation {when F can bend the 
to my purpoſe, wi without fear of becoming 
obnoxious to tlie like cenſure," ©? 1 1917 
But uo procced; — biſheps cannet "bat" 
thinks und- Weib miy ſay, that the eccle- 
« fiaſtical part of our conſtitution is no le 
excellent than the civil. But does the 
nation in general, or the legiſlature" in pate? 
ticular think and fay ſo .Do King Laer. 
temporal and Commdns, or che colt" 
of ha latter, Pronounee ile one no ies 
excellent than the other; that eceleſiaſtica}” 
part! Wich ſtrips the civil of a very bon 
fiderable portion of the Lands, "throughout" 
England and Wiles? LT HO] not. , 
The artifice" of à late Engliſh" pont 
maximus, is mueh tod grofs to delude the 
undefſtandings of ny countrymen 'of *the? 
eighteenth century. As the while of this 
anecdote of his! life is fingularly curious, 
and will ſe6ngly mark his character tu pol- | 
terity, 'T {hall relate it for the” entertain- 
FOE wy readers e oy” 


ertinsf: 80 . | 12 


3 — mtuar. N | 
to treat with him about the renewal, of a 
145. of a part of the pontifical lands. 
a Graces It kame, esse u dhe opi= 
nion of the ee 025 ae. A+ ib 


and offered, i a leſs confi 
Pri — the amount a the —— 2 


cd chy the arch-biſhop. What? canting- 


 1y replies he,—« give no more for God Al- 
_ 5 mighty's land? An interrogatory reply! 
which certainly implied, that God Al- 
mighty was an oppteſſive rack- renting land- 
lord, and levelled the all- generous Creator 
with his contemptible creature, the Orc d 
narrow - ſoul'd miſer, repreſenting him in 
fact, as loving money, and commi ioning 
the arch · biſhop, as his ſteward, to drive a 
hard bargain with his tenants. 
Bu I zm happy in the perſuaſſon, chat 
my lay: brethren are too diſcerning; to deem 
chureb-land God Almighty's land, in con- 
tradiſtinction to land occupied by laymen; 
whereof, whatever may be the ſentiments 


of 
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of hierarchs blinded by the God ofe this: 
world, . ſelf-intereſt, the ſupreme being is 
not leſs the prime landlord, than of the 
former. In truth, I wonder that an arch- 
biſhop, celebrated for his worldly wiſdom, 
ſhould attempt to defraud a barriſter at law, 
in particular, of his common ſenſe! by ſo 
bare - faced an impoſition, — and ſhould not 
have given credit to the tale, if I had not 
heard ĩt atteſted by a friend, in whoſe ve 
racity 1 can confide, with all human con- 
fidence. An old poacher, who. ſets {ſprings 
to oh woodcocks, would have conceal- 
ed them with greater caution, and been 
aſhamed to haue en bib erk with ſuch 
vile bungling. Vat i e 
The biſhops indeed. of the — 4 5 day 
alledge, with more conſummate prieſtcraft 
than the defunct arch · biſhop exhübited, in 
the ſecond poſition of the ſame part of 
their aforeſaid addreſs, that they, meaning 
the eccleſiaſtical and civil parts of our con- 9, 
ſtitution, are ſo c/oſely,and intimately, bund. 
ed with each other, that, as experience" bas 
* ſhewn,. they muſt land, or fall, together. 
That they are ; cloſely and intimately - | 
$ blended with, each other, is true, too 
8 4 . BS - 


2 I a lt. UI > — e —— — — — — _ od 
— — CS my — — - 
— 1 — — . 
* — — = A * 
1 . . rome — 3 natal ; 


ron that — * the e 


were totally unconnected wich miniſters 5 
ſtate, unconcerned in politi 


ted of every the leaſt ſhare” in he bufineſs 


of ivil- legiſlation It is their indiſpu- 


table province, to adhere ſolely to the 
faithful diſcharge of their eir religious funk- 


tion as paſtors of the flock of Chriſt; Fans 
and as not to uſurp dominion over the 


faith and conſciences of men, by'calling 1 in 
the civil power to ratify, and require, un- | 


der the ſanction of ſevere penal 'laws;*fiib- 


| ſoription to a religious ſyſtem and leargy, | 
| framed by fallible eccleſiaſtics ; ſo ſbi net 


to interfere; in the leaſt, with the depart- 
ment. of the civil magiſtrate, but merely 


to : pay tribute to Cæſar, and chearfully 


yield obedience to the laws of their coun- 
try, in all matters relative to a juſt and free 


government, which can never flouriſn, if 


impeded in its operations wg nn ms. 
of intermeddling prieſts. . 8 
1 cannot therefore agree n the Lords 


ſpiritual in declaring,” '* that they, (the c- 
a and civil TER of our conſtituti- 


. on) 


wx N 


on} # are hand! 255 wat 10 blende 
my 225 er 10 5 Kors 55 8 
6 fall together.“ on e contraiy, it * 
obyiotts, that the fall of the OR RY ld 
prove the f fits of the nate“ We A ad 
politic were either Hoſely ee 
Iy;- Hor at all, Ble nded with = other 772 
if tit provitices of Chrift and of ch cid if 
 magiſthits Were Kept äs detathel and pa- 
rate,” as they are in their Oft hature'd Lal a 
ent aid, particuliily, ir men Were nat 
ern ted to unite, in their wp Perlen Is, 
the two dift6rdaht Meter genes chiriiets 
of theologlan and politician, in the inf ane 
ef x Lord ene both the Keg 
| Chriſtianity ty, and the welfare of the a” 
munity, Would be  relpeSvely and |onhide-" 
rably promoted, The Proſß erity of* the? To 
5 5 'ahd' the exaltation” of the Untverfal 
church of Chrift, dep end greatly u) n the” 
hunlidtion'sf the choc of F 9 Ad, 45 
now eſtabliſhed by Ta.” Fe Tn ? 
"It parochial epiſcopacy, wete'ts kh 
: ted on the ruins of dioceſan; ik Patdehial 
biſhops or paſtors were excluded Reg all 
ambitious views, by the enj foyment_ of 5 £7 
equality of maintenance, in the inſtance 5 
e e 


_ caſe: the; ſtate - vou nſta 
the poſſeſſion « of its own. proper! 


| vigour, eſpecially A8. in 
| ſuch amendment, the miniſters of the go 


ei, 
th ice aral, ſalary, oe two ce 6 


by the executive, part af government he, 
if the abolition of W- cccleſiaſtical digni-. 


Klemme of the lands of dhe church. and al 


other its poſſeſſions and revenues, dn which 
ud but rei ; 


ly, in ſome i 11 laviſhly, and in al 


injudiciouſly, granted. to the church) were 


NEE happily accompliſhec Jy c a contum-.. 
mation deyoutly to be Wied — the 


U conſtitution in ſtate, conſiſting of 


want Lords temporal, and Commons, 
d remain ynimpaired by this total al- 
pn, and amendment, the conſtitu- | 


; tion in in church. . Pelides,—it would. even- 


wally geccive an agceſſion of ſtrength. and 
conſequence. of 


pel would be deprived, of thoſe unneceſſary 


and ren Suey a ſeat. and yote in ; 


a © ©" 


mon. with ps 4 RL citizens, and ; 
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alification, t. Fy, Ay. 
ich n them to a vote; in 


"2 


* 


Ce” e manner as Paul was intitled to. the 
2 immunities e 9 Rome, by being W 


OL 


paſtafiin 


8 5 e ey deg gree ahbe that of K debe + 5 


| Eng 2 of arte, A enjoy 4 ſtatutable rig 


able te certain Feſt 


. jtives of their reſpe 


SOS ale wand be | 
.-_ _ rangementoft the ecel al fyſtem the 
ary advantages likewiſe; viewe: d both in a cel. 1 
—_ gious and politic light, which (exelufive- 
2 Iy of the great national benefits reſulting | 
"75. _ the propoſed appropriation! of the im- 
mene ſum of money ariſing from he 
ſale of church lands and church · tithes, N. 
1 the payment of the national debt) well . os 
aecrue to the community from the ſubſti- 
5 tution of parochial, in lieu of dioceſan, ; 
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n AI 
wendete o the conſtitution i in church, 
would be conſiderable and 1 im mediate. © 2 
The parochial biſhops « being 1 made e equal 
| Hg PSP of maintenance, and thus remov- 
from all temptations to ambition. and 
afarice, foul: pot. be. ambitious and aya- 
ritious  — and, conſequently, the Pape, 
ng having. the. eyil Example before th ir 
eyes in, theſe. paints, which is now. 1 * 
Pfeſe ated to them in the perſons of eccle- , 
ſiaftical dignitaries, will probably. become 
15 attached to ts. cee of « the. 
prid e of Res 08 Juſt of -t Y eyes.” 
wigs Sb l nere is 1 n as 
15 1 betwi yart ies, , when two 
| link ns of, b Fa 5 — broken the third 
e q Salt th __ ih, can 


10 


an- g 


/ SAS 


Ke wy: men, dia on this 255 of church- : 
reformation, . intirely | aboliſhed, contention. 
about. different modes and forms of faith 
| would- gradually - -ceaſe ; Pere and. the ſerip- | 
tures being en eſtabliſhed as the ſole rule of 
the faith and practice of , ; Chriſtians, — _ and 


dN man, both among the 3 and 
carers 


[ 109 I 
* of the word; enjoying the free ex- 
erciſe of the right of private judginent, 
that uniformity in religious opinions would, 
in conſequence of an unreſtrained, unpre- 
judiced, and diſpaſſionate, enquiry into the 
ttuth, as it is in Jeſus, in proceſs of time, 
take effect, which the compilers of theſe 
human ſyſtems of divinity had in view, 
but have failed to produce; they having 
actually given birth to thoſe endleſs diver- 
ſities in points of — which fg} were 
intended to prevent. 

Subſcription N to 9 ald ci peru- 
ſal of the preſent, or ſome generally leſs 
exceptionable, 6 liturgy, ? would be required 
from theſe parochial biſhops. But this 
would not have the ſame bad tendeney with 
ſubſcription to the truth of any human 
form of prayer. It would by tlie people 
be conſidered as neceſſary, and eſſential, to 
a mode of public worſhip eſtabliſhed by the 
civil power; which, though I do not, yet 
the public and the legiſlature ſeem to think 
it has a right to enjoin, without the ex- 
| . permiſſion of Chriſt himſelf. 

Theſe would be ſome of the good reli- 

titelt 95 gious, 


[wo] 


pious, and moral, conſequences of the $0: 
. eee 1 340 0 


The natural, or political, happy Sets 
ae obvious; of which one would be an 
agriculture, which; in this eaſe, would no 
longer be ſtinted ãn its growtli by that bane- 
ful weed, the law of tithes. Again; the 
parochial. biſhops, being limited in point 
of maintenance; would have no private in- 
tereſt to purſue, ſeparate from public wel- 
fare ; and, conſequently, the great wheels 
of legitdation and government would not 
drag heavily, but move freely, when un- 
_ impeded in their career by the wiles of fell. 

intereſted churchmen; 
Many more beneficial confoquehces ould 
teſult from this, or a ſimilar, new arrange- 
ment of the conſtitution in church. But 
theſe are ſufficient to evince its great utili- 
ty. I ſhall therefore only add, that the 
adoption of it would eventually realize the 
Object of a part of the prayer to God, 
which the clergy occaſionally uſe before 
ſermon, — namely, that religion and pie- 
* ty, virtue and good manners, and what- 
© ever elſe is commendable and praife-wor= 


thy, 
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thy, may for ever flouriſh and abound. 
e rn in _ this "0000s 0 — bon of 
— anguiling charatteriſtic” of the 
chriſtian religion, which is deſcribed in all 
its various amiable ſpecies and properties, 
by the great apoſtle to the gentiles, in his 
firſt epiſtle to his Corinthian converts, — 
that divine principle, univerſal benevolence 
rating in beneficence, — in ſhort, un- 
bounded philanthropy would inſenſibly 
prevail among all ranks of men, and, pro- 
ducing the good fruits natural to this mo- 
ral ever-green, * make our Jeruſalem 'a 
* praiſe in all the earth, and give it a 
pleaſing forenſte of * e Joys of 
| heaven. (+24 | 
_  Swayed by the ualted force of theſe 
weighty arguments in favour of the de- 
ſtruction of dioceſan, and theeftabliſhment 
of parochial epiſcopacy, I cannot but deny 
the truth of that poſition of the ſpirirual 
Lords, contained in the addreſs of the con- 
vocation, * that they (theeccleſiaſtical-and 
civil parts of our conſtitution) * are. ſo 
* cloſely and intimately blended with each 
a 5 that they muſt ſtand or fall toge- 
; | ther. 


1b 


1 the contrary; it has beer damon- 
rated, on uncontrovertible grounds, that 
the humiliation of the chureh would prove 
the exaltation of the ſtate; the ſtate not 
only not fall with the church, but ſtand 
more ſeoure and ſteady on ĩts ruins 3 the 
crown and ſceptre flouriſh without the mi- 
tre and croſier z and both the chriſtian te- 
 ligion;. a and the Engliſh, government and 
nation, profit and proſper .; by the de- 
ſtruction of the hierarchy, which is found- 
ed on a groſs corruption, and perverſion, of 
the principles of that divine religion. Te 
1 do not overlook the artful ſuggeſtion of 
the k biſhops; ; contained in the paentheſis;— 
1. * as experience has ſhewn.'— 8 „Ther ae” 
pil parts of our — « bo dlofely 
and intimately blended with each other, 
that, as experience has ſhewn, they muſt 
© ſtand or fall together. In this their de- 
. monſtrative experience, it is not difficult to 
diſcern their alluſion to the troublous times 
| of Char les the Firſt, — and their inſinua- 
tion, that, 48 then, ſo alſo now and ever, 
the civil part of the conſtitution muſt fall 
. 1 with 


„ 
with tlie eccleſiaſtical, and be involved in 
ene common ruin. But we muſt not falla- 
ciouſly argue, by parity of reaſon, from an 
imparity of circumſtahces; That the ſtate 
of things then, and now, are widely dif- 
ferent, nay, are ſo little in point, that they 
are diametrically oppoſite, I ſhall but too 
clearly prove to their ſpiritual Lordſhips. 

About the middle of the ſeventeenth 
century, a weak tyrant, during a ſeries of 
fifteen years, preſumed to govern without 
a parliament, without the concurrence ei- 
ther of Lords or Commons; — dared to 
tax the people at his own pleaſure, without 
their conſent given by themſelves, or by 
their repreſentatives ; — and, when, at the 
end'of that period, he condeſcended to call 
1 parliament, which he laboured in vain to 
fill with his creatures, not only cajoled, 
and deceived, the Commons, turning a deaf 
ear to their remonſtrances for a redreſs of 
grievances, — but ruſhed, armed with his 
guards, into their Houſe, — uſurped the 


Speaker s chair, — and, by way of finiſh-, 


ing ſtroke to his former undue ſtretches of 
Royal Prerogative, impriſoned thoſe of the 
members who had rendered themſelves 

H moſt 


[314 ; 
moſt obnoxious to his diſpleaſure, by the 
moſt active oppoſition to his arbitrary man- 


dates. 


It cannot b be a matter of ſurprize, 
it is, on the contrary, a natural effect, that 
a King, who acted in this outrageous vio- 
lent manner, ſhould drive a public- ſpirited 
Houſe of Commons to extremities on their 
ſide. They, juſtly dreading the worſt con- 
ſequences to themſelves, and to the public, 
from the pernicious evil counſels of the 
ſpiritual lord, Laud, and the temporal lord, 
Straffard, by which the king was governed, 
not only compaſſed the merited decapita- 
tion of the one, (who then perſonally ex- 
perienced the bleſt effects of an alliance be- 
tui xt church and flate) and of the other; but 
farther unwarrantably proceeded to vote the 
whole houſe of lords uſeleſs : —unwarranta- 
bly, I fay ; —for this very unconſtitutional 
meaſure could not be juſtified on any other 
principle, than the alarming danger of the 
entire loſs of liberty and property, into 
which they, and the diſtracted nation, were 
precipitated by their unwiſe and unworthy 
king. 


If 


(71 
it they had happily confined themſelves 
to the ſingle object of expelling epiſcopal 
ſenators from that houſe; they would have 
deſerved ſo well of poſterity, that it would 
| have ſurpaſſed the power of language to 
give am exaggerated diſplay of their merits; 
Towards the cloſe of the eighteenth cen 
tury, a propoſal is humbly and reſpectfully 


offered to the legiſlature, to alter the con- 


ſtitution in church, by an exchange of 
dioceſan for parochial epiſcopacy. This 
alteration, with other concurrent amend- 
ments, AM which the many and great ad. 
vantages have been before enumerated, is 
propoſed to be made, not in oppoſition to 
the legiſlature, but by it alone, — by the 
joint concurrence of the King, the tempo- 
ral Lords, and the Commons. | 
Now; how can a compariſon be formed 
betwixt an event in the reign of Charles 
the Firſt, when Lords ſpiritual and tem- 
potal fell together, — an event ! which, 
when traced upwards to one of its true Pri- 
mary cauſes, will be found to originate in 
the machinations of an hierarch meddling 
with politics, and confirming his ſovereign 
in his exalted ideas of kingly prerogative ;— 
H 2 what 
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what trait of fimilitude ſubſiſts betwixt 
this event, and an event to be now accom- 
pliſhed, in the reign of George the Third, 
(God bleſs him!) by a ſolemn act of the 
whole legiſlative body, the biſhops excep- 
ted? For, notwithſtanding the biſhops 


will, on the propoſed plan, receive pen- 


fions for life, equivalent to the revenues of 


their reſpective ſuppreſt ſees, it is at laſt a 


dubious point, whether they will give their 
ſuffrages in favour of an act of parliament, 
which will have for its avowed, and lead- 
ing, object the annihilation of dioceſan e- 
piſcopacy, and their own immediate de- 
privation of a feat and vote in the houſe of 
Lords. ; 

Theſe events muſt eben be ſo very 
diſſimilar, that no two things in nature can 
be more heterogeneous. 

In the one caſe, * as experience hath ſbeun, 
the eccleſiaſtical and civil parts of our con- 
ſtitution fell together; — and why ? — be- 
cauſe they were overturned by the outrage- 
ous violence of the commons. alone, who 
ſucceſsfully oppoſed force to force, their 
long 19 che An aggreſſor. 


In 
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In the other inſtance, as experience can- 
not but ſhew, the eccleſiaſtical part of our 
conſtitution will only undergo a ſalutary 
complete reformation, in a peaceable, up- 
right, legal way, effected by the king and 
. parliament, not merely without danger, but 
with ſtability, to the conftitution in ſtate, — 
with manifeſt unſpeakable advantages to the 
three branches of the legiſlature. They 


will then be able to proceed, with vigour 


and unanimity, in their councils for the 
welfare of the public, which likewiſe will 


have abundant occaſion to rejoice, as it 


will be everlaſtingly, and almoſt inſtanta- 
neouſly, benefited, both in its religious and 
political intereſts, when the preſent cloſe 
and intimate, but unnatural, union betwixt 
religion and politics, exhibited i in the two- 
fold characters of ſpiritual Lords, ſhall be 
thus happily diſſolved, | 

With the eye of i imagination, I ks their 
Lordſhips farcaſtically ſmile, ſmoothing 
their bands and frocks, and ſtroking the 
delicate little ruffles of their beautiful lawn- 


fleeves. Methinks too, I hear them thus 


joyfully venting their thoughts in ſolilo- 


quy ;—what ?—Does this puny adverſary 


H 3 think 
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* think to diſlodge us, whoſe comfortable 
* neſt is built on the inacceſſible top, of a 
c rock, cloſely allied as we are with the 
4 ſtate All. ed with the flate an equivo- 
cal expreſſion; which the biſhops chooſe 
to adopt, as being catculated to effectually 
anſwer their purpoſe, of concealing from 
the hood-winked people their genuine 
meaning, which, in plain terms, amounts 
to this, — namely, that they are intimately 
connected with every adminiſtration. 

But let them beware of an exceſs of con- 
fidence as the time may come, nay, per- 
haps is not ſo far diſtant as they may. ima- 
gine, when the incenſed nation, remem- 
bering, that dioceſan biſhops, who. are too 
uniformly the enemies, as well of every 
branch of civil liberty, as of that which 
18 Riled religious, voted i in general, in fa- 
your of ſanguinary meaſures with America, 
may urge the ſuppreſſion of their ſpiritual 
baronies, as publicly as, and more effec- 
tually than, Ido now. 

In the interim, the Lords ſpiritual, (the 
biſhops of Saint Aſaph and Exeter excep- 
ted) as they either gave their ſuffrages for, 
or did not vote againſt, the preſent unna- 

, tural 


WET! 


. tural war, ought, if they would wiſh to be 


diſtinguiſhed by a confiſtency of conduct, 
to voluntarily contribute the tenth of their 
epiſcopal revenues towards the ſupport of 
it. In this particular ſpecies of fenatorial 
merit, Mr. Diotrephes, and two of his 
ſuffragan- prelates, ſo peculiarly ſurpaſs the 
reſt of their brethren, that it is juſt and 
reaſonable they ſhould, by way of recom- 
pence, be actually employed in the execu- 
tion of thoſe violent proceedings, which 
they ſo readily approved, and encouraged, 
in their legiſlative capacity. 

Incidents may ariſe, which I, in al 
humility, preſume, will urge the neceflity 


of embracing this ſeemingly whimſical _ 


propoſal. For inſtance, if the three gene- 
rals, ſent with freſh forces againſt the re- 
fractory Boſtonians, ſhould, by an unfore- 


ſeen miſchance, fail in the enterprize, or 


but partly ſucceed in it, through an omiſ- 
ſion to puſh a victory far enough, — andy 
from a principle of compaſſion natural to 
our brave officers, ſtop the purſuit, — give 
quarter, —and, in fo doing, leave the exe- 
cution of their orders incomplete, —(though, 
in truth, 1 do not entertain ſo uncharita- 
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ble an opinion of adminiſtration, as to ſuf- 
pect that their orders to the generals ex- 
tend to a general ſlaughter) it might ſeem 
a a quzre deſerving the conſideration of thoſe 
who employed theſe mereiful ſons of Mars, 
whether they ought not to be ſuperſeded in 
the ſupreme command by other three gene- 
'rals ? To this a ſecond quære naturally ſuc- 
ceeds, but who ſhall theſe be? Myanſwer 
is, let Diotrepes be one, who, unmindful 
of the goſpel of peace, is ſaid to have given 
the firſt vote in the houſe of Lords for an 
addreſs to his majeſty, in behalf of a civil 
war with our fellow-ſubje&s in America; 
and let the two lords-biſhops who were 
appointed managers of a conference with 
the Commons for that purpoſe, make the 
number three, — the favourite number of 
the heathens, (who had their three Graces, 
their three fates, their three furies, &c. &c. 
&c.) and not leſs ſo of the chriſtian Plato- 
giſts of the philoſophic ſchool of Alexan- 
dria in Egypt, and their followers, the re- 
puted orthodox of our own time and country. 
Whether the unremitting proſecution of 
this political Filicide be pernicious or falu- 
' tary, inglorious or honourable, J will not 


[ 127 J 
now preſume to decide, it being « a ſettled 
point with me, in this: publication, to ſteer 
to the leeward of politics ſo far, as the na- 
ture of my church-reforming plan will ad- 


mit. I mean merely to hazard an opinion, 


that to thoſe biſhops, who, as ſenators, 
were moſt active in promoting this bloody 
buſineſs, the ſole, or, at leaſt, the chief 
management, and military execution of it, 
ſhould, in common juſtice, be confided. 
Eccleſiaſtical generalſhip will be but a 
revival of an antient cuſtom, when biſbops 
uſually appeared at the head of armies. — 
This worthy triumvirate of epiſcopal ba- 
rons, being not regularly trained to arms, 
may indeed prove at firſt ſomewhat auk- 
ward in the handling of ſwords and muſ- 


quets. But a little practice, joined with 


much zeal for the honour and glory of 
their good mother, the church, will reme- 
duy this inconvenience, and reconcile them 
to the uſe of theſe weapons of war; — ſo 
that, ere it be long, they will equal, if not 
excel, as well in military ſkill, as in bra- 


very, thoſe renowned Roman triumviri, 


Cæſar, Pompey, and Craſſus, — Octavius, 
2 and Lepidus; —and be cemented 
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together by a mere indiſſoluble bond of 


union, than they were. 


Since then to the modern e 


i laity church-excommunications and anathe- 


matizations are a mere brutum fulmen, — 
and the wiſe anti- epiſcopal preſbyterians in 
particular will ridicule them, as an harm- 
leſs bounce of powder without. ſhot, let 
theſe military biſhops at once drop the 
ſword of the ſpirit, and graſp the ſword of 
ſtate ; —-and, with an a-propos ſcrap of 
ſcripture in their mouths, — © ſword ! go 
through the land! — by way of ſignal for 
battle, and to /an#ify the work of blood, 
ruſh boldly to the fight, and diſdain to re- 
turn the reeking blade to its peaceful ſcab- 
bard, till they have exterminated the ob- 
ſtinate rebels, from one extremity of Maſ- 
fachuſett's Bay to the other. 

The church of Rome exhibits a perpe⸗ 
tual memorial, that eccleſiaſtics, when arm- 
ed with the civil power, are ſtrangers to 
mercy. and the fitteſt ſavages to be employ- 
ed as executioners. But, in truth, the 
clergy of all civil eſtabliſhments in religion, 
more or leſs, love power, and always abuſe 
it; — and the annals of England abound in 

9: teſti= 


L963 

teſtimonies, that * tbe tender merties of pro: 
teſtant hierarchies of every denomination 
are * cruel. 
My old favou rite ſchool-acquaintance, 
Horace, preſents us, in the entrance of his 
Ars Poetica, with a ludicrous monſter of 
his own creation; 


Humano capiti cervicem pictor equinam 
Jungere ſi yelit, et varias inducere plumas 


_ * Undique collatis membris, ut turpiter a- 


trum 
« Deſinat in piſcem mulier formoſa ſu pernd; 
* Spectatum admiſh, riſum teneatis, amici? 


In like manner, I, who engage to equip 
Mr. Diotrephes, and his nobile par fratrum, 
for the American expedition, propoſe to 


dreſs them ſo, as that they ſhall exhibit an 


appearance not leſs droll, groteſque, and 
laughable, than Horace's monſter. b 


Let us ſuppoſe then their accoutremeats 


to conſiſt of a motley compound of epiſ- 


copal robes and military regimentals. How- 


ever obſcure and ænigmatical the oddity of 


thus halving their dreſs may, at the firſt 


view, appear; --- yet, on reflexion, we ſhall 
be ſenſible of the peculiar propriety of ad- 


hering 
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hering to a ſtrict proportion betwixt theſe 
contradictory habits, as it will ſuggeſt, in 
general, a plain allufion to the. modeſt po. 
ſition of the biſhops, — that the eccleſi- 
« aſtical part of our conſtitution i is no leſs 
excellent than the civil; — and, in par- 
ticular, a natural emblem of their ſubſe-- 
quent aſſertion, that they are cloſely and 
$ intimately blended with each other.“ 

To begin with the head, which, who- 


ever means not to affront, muſt admit to 
be the capital part of every man; let 


them, in lieu of helmet, be ſupplied with 
an exact moiety of the cloven mitre, and 
of 'the laced fiercely-cocked hat, with the 
martial cockade, COONEY" N wich 
each other. 5 

Let one arm be furniſhed WF" the vene- 
rable lawn-ſleeve, not ſo full as common, 
and tucked up, that it may not prove an 
hindrance to the lighting down of its va- 
lour; — and let its fellow be provided with 


the officer's common red cloth ſleeve; diſ- 


r 00 with the flaming epaulet. 
Let one hand be armed, offenſively, with 


the ſword of the-fleſh 3 — and the other, 
n with the ſhield of faith, 


1871 that 
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that i is, a ſhield compoſed of more than ſe 
ven- fold ſheets: of paſte-board, written, 
within and. without, with . the thirty-nine 
articles of the faith of the church of Eng- 


land, wherewith they ſhall be able to 


* quench all the fiery darts of the wicked” 
diſſenters, — and to defy the muſquet-balls 
of their excellent markſmen, T rifle- 
men. 

Let one ſide of the body be clothed with 
the prelatical frock, and the other dreſſed 
in full regimentals ; and let an ornament 
be thrown tranſverſely over the whole, 
formed out of an equal portion of the black 
ſcarf, and of the crimſon ſaſh. 

_ Laſtly, to deſcend regularly to the feet, 
let one thigh be ſeen covered with a moiety 


of the breeches, one leg be u, or 


well-booted, — and one heel armed, like 
that of Hudibras, with a ſpur ; — let the 


other thigh and leg be guarded with epii- 


copal petticoats, ſhorter and ſtraiter than 
uſual, for the ſame obvious reaſons which 
were applicable to the arm, viz. that its 
activity may not be reſtrained by any im- 


pediment in the field of battle; — and let 


the remaining foot be ſecured with the 


COMMON. 
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cömtnen buckled ſhoe, as my warriors 
biſhops cannot W pr that either of * their 
feet ſhould be ſhod with the prepara- 
© tion of the goſpel of peace“ In like 
manner, the helmet of falvation, - the 


+ breaſt- plate of righteouſneſs, and the 


girdle of truth about their loinss and of 
« faithfulneſs about theit reins, may very 
well be diſpenſed with, as being no eſſen- 
tial parts of their eccleſiaſtico - military 


armour: 


And now, gem'men ! walk in, and 
t ſee the fight :—my three martial biſhops, 
a completely accoutred, cap-a- pie 1— tho 
* the ſight of either of them, ſingly, be 
© worth double the price of Cox's exhibi- 


tion- tickets, all to be ſeen,—ſuch is the 


« public ſpirit of the ſhew-man l— gratis 
walk in! gem men ! — nothing. can be 

« cheaper ! — and, 

FSpectatum admiſſi, cifum teneatis, amici ?* . 

But my moſt reverend and tight reverend 
generals ſhall not experience my unfeigned 
regard for them; in the fingle circumſtance 
alone, of equipping them for the Ameri- 


can expedition, with a genuine propriety 
of 
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of taſte, OMEN in a judicious affort« 
ment of an exact proportion of the epiſco- 
pal and military habits, graceful, when 
ſeparate, but particularly becoming, when 
© cloſely and intimately blended with each 
© other.” They ſhall receive an additional 
indiſputable teſtimony of my friendſhip 
and kindneſs for them, in the inſtance of 
employing my imagination to invent for 
them a banner, ſuitable to the novelty, and 
fignificant of the nature, of their import= 
ant warfare. 

This then, being a bloody buſineſs, evi- 
dently calls for the diſplay of a red flag, on 
which ſhall be pourtrayed an expreſſive coat 
of arms. But as, I apprehend, it would 
be labour loſt to ſearch the college for an 
eſcutcheon applicable to the occaſion, I 
' ſhall make bold, in this very particular 
emergency, which ſurely will juſtify my 
audacity, to invade the herald's right and 
office. 

| Pardonnez moi ! thou noble earl hg 
hereditary marſhal of England !—ye kings 
of Arms, Garter, Clarencieux, and Nor- 
roy! ye heralds, Cheſter, York, Windſor, 
Somerſet, Lancaſter, and Richmond ! ye 
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Purſuivants, Portcullis, Rouge Croix; 
Rouge -Dragon, and Blue-Mantle ! — and 
ye heralds extraqcdinary, Norfolk, Arundel, 
and Mowbray | — if, without applying for 

your ſpecial licence and authority, I uſur- 
pingly. declare, that the arms and quar- 
terings, blazoned i in manner following, do 
of right belong to my three military bi- 
ſhops; as it is entered upon record in my 
eourt of Chivalry, and teſtified by me, viz. 
A croſs embattled or, paſſing the whole 
length and breadth of the ſhield, between, 
1ft, field purpure, on a feſs gules the re- 
gal crown, and the epiſcopal mitre, with 
their reſpective appendages, the ſceptre 
and croſier; — the mitre with two labels 
pendent argent, garniſhed or. — 2d, Field 
azure, a ſtaff in pale or, and thereupon a 
crols patèe argent, ſurmounted of a pall of 
the laſt, and charged by four other. like 
croſſes fitched fable, edged and fringed as 
the ſecond. —3dly, Field gules, croſs ſwords 
in faltier. — 4thly, Field as before, four 
croſslets fitched betwixt croſs-keys in fal- 
tier.—T he ſupporters, a ſeven-headed and 
ten-horned beaſt, and a ſcarlet whore, 

The creſt, — on an archi-epiſcopal diadem 
the 


16 129 "T4 
the old dragon ſable, headed, tailed and 
membred gules, and faliant, graſping in 


: his dexter paw a death's head. The ris 
vice, — that of the right honourable earl 


Spencer' s reverſed, viz. as this nobleman's. 
motto is, Dieu defend le droit; fo let 
that of my epiſcopal generals be, Le diable 
defend le fort. 

The blazonry of this eſcutcheon ſhould | 
be accompanied with ſome comments, ne- 
ceſſary to elucidate its meaning. _ Theſe 


perhaps may ſuffice ; 


The croſs or denotes, that the military 
biſhops, inſtead of * eſteeming „ with the 


primitive apoſtles, all things but loſs for 


the * croſs of Chriſt, chooſe rather to ; 
make gain of that croſs; and the cir- 


cumſtance of its being embattld points at 
their American warfare, ſo expreſsly repug- 


nant to the deſign and end of the meſſiah- 


ſhip of Jeſus, which were to bring peace 
upon earth. 


The field purpure in the firſt quatter al- 
ludes to dioceſan epiſcopacy; the feſe gules 
is the girdle of blood- thirſty proteſtant 
hierarchy; and the crown with its ſceptre, 
and che mitre with its croſier, on this feſſe, 
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being placed upon a line with each other, 


plainly intimate, in conformity to the ad- 
dreſs of the convocation, * that the eccle- 


_ © fjaſtical part of our conſtitution is no leſs 


excellent than the civil, and that they are 
* cloſely and Tatimately blended with each 
other.“ 

Though I be happy in the reflexion, that 
epiſcopal and all eccleſiaſtical gentry are, 
in this country, ſubjected to the controul 
of the civil magiſtrate ; and that the king, 
conjointly with the two houſes of parlia- 
ment, is the head of our politically- con- 
ſtituted church in temporals; yet, to place 


the mitre under the crown in this eſcut- 


cheon, would be much too humiliating a 
circumſtance, even in the eftimation of 
thoſe, who profeſs themſelves to be endued . 
with * all humility,” — and would contro- 
vert the lately-avowed maxim of the con- 
vocation, reſpecting the equality of excel- 
lence, exhibited in the eccleſiaſtical and ci- 
vil parts of our conſtitution. Tn particular, 
how is it poſſible, that the orthodox-clergy, 
as they ftile themſelves, whoſe charity, 
mee kneſs, and moderation are © known 
unto all men, even to a proverb. and who 


ſo 


CT 
quently, and, with genuine enthuſi⸗ 
aſtic glee; toaſt · Church. and King / and 
& the Conſtitution in Church and State — 
meaning (not the univerſal church of Chil, 
but) the particular hierarchical eſtabliſh- 
ment of the church of England ; giving. 
© in all bumility. and modeſiy, the point of 
precedence to the church, — and thereby 
inſinuating, that the eccleſiaſtical part of 
dur conſtitution is ſuperior to, and more 
excellent than, the civil. How is it poſ- 
fible, I fay, to ſuppoſe; that theſe reverend 
zealots, who, in their convivial hours, ſeat 
the church in © the uppermoſt,” and the 
king and ſtate in * the loweſt room, would, 
with compoſure, behold the mitre and cro- 
ſier degraded, in this quarter of the ſhield, 
below the crown and ſceptre ? — The all= _ 
| bumility of eccleſiaſtics would, I fear, be 
inſufficient to ſtand the OY of ſo ſevere A 
teſt, 
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in the 8 quarter, the e 
metropolitan arms of Diotrephes, and of 
thoſe of his two ſuffragan- biſnops, contain» 
ed in the third and fourth quarters, I refer 
wy readers to the college of arms, premi- 
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fing only theſe three. general hypothetical 
propoſitions ; viz. firſt, that by the pa// in 
this it is declared, that the as of a 
certain kingdom is originally holden in vaſ- 
falage from the pope ; — ſecondly, that by 
the croſs -fwords 1 in that is ſignified an inti- 
mate union betwixt the ſword of the ſpirit, 
and the ſword of ſtate ;z—and, thirdly, that 
the cr9/5-keys in the other imply a ſuppoſed- 

ly-delegated power to proteſtant biſhops, 
equal with that of papal pretended vicars 
of Chriſt, and ſucceſſors of Peter, to open 
and ſhut the gates of Heaven and — at 
pleaſure. 5 
For an illuſtration of the meaning of the 
ſupporters, we muſt apply to the moſt ap- 
proved commentators on the prophecy of 
Daniel, and the apocalypſe of John, which 
laſt interprets the modeſt lady riding on the 
beaſt, as ſhe is there repreſented, to be fi- 
gurative, in particular, of the arch-anti- 
. chriſtian church of Rome uſurping the ci- 
vil power, — and, in general, of every po- 
litico- eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, which is, 


in a greater or leſs 3 armed with that 
power. 


| The 
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The old dragon, by way of creſt, can 
mean no other than the quondam-lucifer, 
now prince of darkneſs. He is pictured 
ſable, to accord with the trite adage among 
white men, as black as the devil ;'—beaded 
tailed and membercd gules, to intimate, by 
the ſuppoſed fangs in his head, ſting in his 
tail, and claws of his members, that he de- 
lights in blood; — and ſaliant on an archi- 
epiſcopal diadem, to denote, that he is tri- 
umphantly dancing for joy on this moſt re- 
verend tegument of the head, that he can 
boaſt of intereſt ſufficient with proteſtant 
biſhops, to engage them in his cauſe, and 
to employ them as his inſtruments in his 
favourite work of death, or the perpetra- 
tion of a Boſtonian maſſacre, alluded to in 
the deaths head, which he graſþs in his 
dexter paw. Death, to ſpeak allegori- 
cally, was engendered by the old dragon 
on the body of fin, — an inceſtuous em- 
brace ! — for Sin is the daughter of Satan, 
or the adverſary, — an appellative, not un- 
deſervedly beſtowed on the old dragon. 
The device to the whole is hieroglyphic 
of the encouragement which his infernal 
worſhip gives to this epiſcopo-military tri- 
I 3 umvirate, 
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urtfedte, to animate them to proceed with 
intrepidity 1 in their American enterprize,— 
quaſi diceret, — * though ye may be all in 
« the wrong, yet, my dear good biſhops ! 
« fear-not ; I will lead you on to certain 
- victory; for le diable defend le fort.“ 
Having now provided them with a ban- 
ner, embelliſhed with a curious eſcutcheon, 
both correſpondent to the occaſion, it ſeems 
only farther neceſſary to infinuate, that, as 
it may be ſuppoſed the forces under their 
command will conſiſt of cavalry. and in- 
fantry, both a ſtandard and a pair of co- 
lours will be wanting, each to be orna- 
mented, with the ſame expreſſive | coat of 
arms. } One of them, for the ſake of va- 
riety, may diſplay a red, and the other a 
Black flag, without a ſpeck of white viſible 
upon it; white being the emblem of inno- 
cence, which may be thought not altoge- 

| ther * intimately blended with the Ameri- 
can warfare of my epiſcopal generals. 

But, to whoſe charge may this ſtandard, 
and theſe colours, be with ſafety commit- 
ted, is a point worthy of the moſt ſerious 
conſideration, and not. to be determined on 
without the utmoſt caution and circum- 

ſpection. 
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ſpection. Who are to be judged truſt- 


worthy to be ie as cornet and en- 


fign ? 
Leſt they ſhould be driven to a begins 
in their choice, not from a defect, but from 


an exceſs, of duly-qualify'd eccleſiaſtics, 15 


will alſo be, their friend in this inſtance, 
and nominate two unexceptionable divines, 
men of try'd church-fortitude ! —who will 
' ſooner die fighting on the field of honour, 
than ſuffer the ſtandard and colours, to be 
wreſted out of their hands. I am convine- 
ed, that my martial biſhops will unani- 
mouſly approve of my recommendation and 
conge d'elire ; for the objects I mean to 
propoſe to them, as in every reſpect eligi- 
ble to be commiſſioned with the cornetcy 
and enſigncy, are two polemical arch-dea- 
cons, © uti non compoſiti melius cum Bitho 
Bacchius, if, unfortunately, they were 
not controverſial gladiators on the ſame fide 
of the queſtion. 

The one has fignalized himſelf by his 
pleas for ſubſcription to human articles of 
drvine faith, and therefore may be aptly 
ſtiled the arch- Sabo. 
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The other is not leſs diſtinguiſhed by his 
filial attachment to his good mother, the 
church of England, inſtanced in his charge 
to the clergy, delivered in the courſe of 
the preceding year, which juſtly entitles 
him to the epithet of arch-Athanaſian, as 
it wholly conſiſted of a zealous, and ela- 
| borate, but incomprehenſible, and conſe- 
quently unſucceſsful attempt, to Juſtify, 
and explicate, the unjuſtifiable, and inex- 
plicable, doctrine of the creed ſo denomi- 
nated, and to apologize for the denuncia- 
tion of the anti- chriſtian anathemas, with 

which its fallible compiler enforces the be- 
lief 8 

This puiſſant champion of Athanaflan= 
iſm hiſce oculis vidi, hiſce auribus audivie 
Probably, his charge was implicitly receiv- 
ed, as the oracle of goſpel truth, by ſun- 
dry of his ſurrounding clerical auditors. 
On me indeed, whoſe faith exceeds not in 
quantity a grain of muſtard- ſeed, his learn- 
ed labour was unprofitably beſtowed, - and 
of whom it may be literally ſaid, the faith- 
ful arch-deacon talked to a fone. But he 
then deferred finiſhing his myſterious dif- 
quiſition, propoſing to reſume the ſubject 
"SEES ak 
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at his next viſitation, during the current 
ear; —when, O grief of griets!' I was 


| e by an untoward concurrence of 


circumſtances, which has removed me to a 
diſtant part of the kingdom, to deprive my- 
ſelf of the opportunity of confronting him, 
as uſual, — and imbibing, arrectis auribus, 
narrantis ab ore, if but little of utile, at 


leaſt much of dulce, from the expected 


continuation of his curious vindication of 


the fayourite-ſymbol of his faith; — a con- 


tinuation ! which, I confidently venture to 
pronounce, has proyed to be upon a par 
with the commencement, and not to be e- 
qualled, but by the concluſion. The one 
whole of his viſitatorial compoſition can- 


not but be in perfect unten with the max - 


im of Horace; 
0 Primo ne medium, medio ne diſcrepet imum.;? 


Which, moreover, muſt neceſſarily be tri- 
partite, in order to bear an exact conformity 
to the doctrine diſcuſſed, viz. the trinity in 
unity that ſo the truly reſpectable archi- 
diaconal pericranium may, at length, after 
a triennial travel in pain, to be computed 
from the firſt conception to the final deli- 
yery, (which is more than triple the time 
33 6 of 
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| of reckoning in any female animal,) give 
birth, by the obſtetrical aid of the old men- 
midwives of the Alexandrian ſchool, to a 
full · formed tri- une fœtus. 
Theſe metaphyſical ſophiſts, the en 
as they are ſtiled, miſtook the triad, or the 
three celeſtial principles of Plato, good- 
neſs, mind, and ſpirit, (or bx v dt, 
the ſoul of the world) which, it is ſaid, 
that philoſopher maintained, and aſcribed 
to v0 e, or the ſupreme being, for three 
diſtinct divine agents; and wreſted eyan- 
gelic truth and ſimplicity to a co- incidence 
with their own philoſophic miſconceptions. 
Thus they occaſioned, by an unnatural 
jumble of platoniſm and chriſtianity, (both 
equally miſunderſiqod) the introduction of 
the groſſeſt inconſiſtencies and contradic- 
tions into thoſe plain unſophiſticated ideas 
of the Deity, that is, of the one God and 
Father of all, which unperyerted natural, 
and uncorrupted revealed, religion jointly 
inculcate. As Plato's maſter, Socrates, 
had ſuffered death at Athens, on account of 
his unreſerved acknowledgement and wor- 
hip of the one, only true, God, in oppo- 
lition to Ms eſtabliſhed polythejm of his 


country- 


| i 139] 
countrymen, it is probable, that his diſei- 
ple, Plato, through fear of the ſame fate, 


might expreſs himſelf cautiouſly, and ra- 


ther ambiguouſly, in reſpect to this grand 
fundamental truth. Hence his followers 


erroneouſly perfonified his three ' celeſtial 


principles, conſtituting the firſt, viz. | 


 'ayalov, Of goodneſs, awTo o, Or the ſupreme 
and ſelf- exiſtent being; - the ſecond, , or 
mind, the Anwwgyoc, or Creator of the uni- 
verſe, but ſubordinate to, and dependent 
on the former; — and the third, ſpirit 
(or a 1 Nn ru X0T[42y the ſoul of the world) 
the prince of thoſe innumerable inviſible 
ſpirits, which they ſtiled Eons, and ſup- 
poſed that they prefided over the affairs of 
men, thereby giving birth to the doctrine of 
demons, or ghoſts ;—a philoſphical hypo- 
theſis, which has long diſgraced the church 
of Chriſt, agreeably to the prediction of 
Paul, that, in the later times, ſome ſhall 
« depart from the faith, giving heed to ſe- 
« ducing pas, and doctrines of devils,” 

or demons. The ſame great apoſtle ex- 
preſsly charges his Coloſſian converts to 
beware, leſt any man ſpoil you, through 
2" philoſophy, and vain deceit, after the tra- 
dition 
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« dition of men, after the elements of — 


4 world, and not after Chriſt.” 


This laſt divine agent of their own cre- 


ation, they aſſerted, was inferior to the 
other two. Afterwards, thoſe platoniſts, 
V ho embraced the chriſtian faith, and the 


glorious hope of an happy immortality an- 
nexed to the practicę of chriſtian morality, 
wiſhing to eſtabliſh a perfect harmony be- 
twixt their ewn philoſophic ſyſtem, and 
the chriſtian theology, found na difficulty, 
accuſtamed as they were to metaphyſical 
ingenuity, in making Father, Son, and 
* holy Spirit, reſpectively anſwerable to 


their perſonify'd goodneſs, mind, and ſpirit. 


But, it being foreign to my deſign in 
this publication, to diſcuſs the diyerſities af 


opinion in points of faith among chriſtians ; | 


in a future work I intend (modd vita, vale- 
tudo, otiumque ſuperſint) to expoſe, with 
unreſtrained freedom, the abſurdity of that 


trinitarian hypotheſis, which is uſually ſtiled 
the Arian, but, by a late learned and labo- 


rious vindicator of it, the Apollinarian, from 


Apollinaris, its ſuppoſed, or real founder,— 


a man as credulous and fanciful, as Ter- 


tullian himſelf. Of the implicit faith of 
Apol- 


[ 141 ] 
Apollinaris, and Tertullian, in forged mi- 
racles, their eaſy belief of the ſtory of the 
thundering legion, in the army of Marcus 
Antoninus, is proof abundant. 

But, not to heap digreſſion on digreſſion, 
it is ſufficient for my preſent purpoſe to re- 
mark, that this trinitarian hypotheſis, 
however denominated, - as one metaphyſi- 
cal abſurdity uſually produces another and 
another, in an endleſs progreſſion, till the 
ſimple truths of God are abſorbed in the 
complex falſhoods of man, introduced, in 

| proceſs of time, that maſter--piece of dei. 

Jying jargon, the Athanaſian Trinity; — of 
which doctrine the defence (indefenſible 
though it be) its aforeſaid doughty cham- 
pion deems a proper ſubject of his viſita- 
torial charges to the clergy of his =—_ 
deaconry, 

Having now procured for my 8 
heroes an undeniably-ſuitable cornet and 
enſign, I ought to beſtow a word on the 
nature and quality of the martial muſic, 
proper on this extraordinary occaſion, To 
improve upon the alluſion preſerved in 
their motley dreſs, and in the coat of arms 
PROG to be pourtrayed on their ſtandard 

and 
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and colours, to the preceding poſitions ini 
their late addreſs of the convocation to his 
majeſty, * that the eccleſiaſtical part of our 
© conſtitution is no leſs excellent than the 
© civil, and that they are cloſely and inti- 
© mately blended with each other,” it is re- 
quiſite, this ſhould be equally compoſed of 
thoſe jarring inſtruments, the facred ſoul- 
inſpiring organ, and the profane ſpirit-ſtir- 
ring drum, = 
Their martial muſic then thus duly tem- 
pered, I would with, in the next place; 
from the fame principle of an unfeigned 
regard for ſpiritual Lords, which has ac- 
tuated me throughout, to uſe all pruden- 
tial precautions to guard my military bi- 
ſhops againſt the poſſibility of a defeat; 
which, as I have taken true pains to ſuit- 
ably equip them for their American expe- 
dition, would be a diſaſtrous event, little 
leſs diſgraceful to me, than to them. As 
the moſt effectual expedient, therefore, 
which can be adopted, to avoid the ſhame 
of a defeat, and inſure ſucceſs againſt the 
rebellious Boſtonians, I recommend to them 
the appointment of a corps-de-reſerve, con- 
fiſting of ſelect companies draughted from 
997 the 
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the diterent regiments of anti · petitioners, 
who well deſerve to be ſtiled the gens 
d' armes, and life- guards, of the church. 
and commanded by that renowned arch- an- 
ti-petitioner, a certain political and com- 
mercial dean. He, if, by any miſchance, 
the main body of their army ſhould be 
overpowered, and put to flight, and victory 
incline to favour the enemy, may, by a 
ſeaſonable advance with his freſh and va- 
liant reinforcement, ſuccour the diſordered 
troops, and, by giving them time to rally, 
and return to the charge with redoubled 
ardour, compel the fickle goddeſs to change 
ſides, — and, in the upſhot, with the re- 
ſounding plaudit of her wings, declare the 
church militant triumphant. 

To this dernier reſort lodged with his 
deanſhip, ſo neceſſary to the inſurance of 
ſucceſs, it ſeems farther neceſſary to add, 
as the laſt convincing teſtimony of my un- 
diſſembled efterm for the epiſcopo-military 
triumvirate, that they ſhould be carcful to 
provide themſelves with a journaliſt, to 
faithfully record the glorious atchievements 
of a ſucceſsful campaign. This is the more 
neceſſary, as it is not to be preſumed that 


the 


(1447 


the epiſcopal generals will be able, amidſt 
the din of arms, to compoſe their thoughts 
ſo, as to write, like Cæſar, commentaries 
on their own wars. I judge, therefore, 
they will not object to my recommendation 
of a celebrated lexicographer, as their fit- 
teſt aſſociate for this purpoſe. This rigid 
epiſcopalian, who is ſo well affected to the 
eſtabliſhed church, that he can weep over 
the ſcattered materials of its ruined edifices; 
will do ſuch juſtice to the importance of 
the ſubject by his turgid verboſity of tile, 
as that the luſtre of their American ex- 
- ploits ſhall acquire an addition of ſplen- 
dour, from the inimitably- deſcriptive point 
of view in which he will not fail to place | 
them. . 
It is recorded of n and the 
warrior Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, that they 
envied Achilles the happineſs, of having 
his name and exploits. immortalized by the 
poet, Homer. But in the epiſcopal heroes, 
- the unparalleled literary. abilities of their 
friend and ſecretary, the Rambler, will 
preclude all occaſion of envy in this reſ- 
pet. Moreover, it cannot be doubted, 
that he, who, as A a political writer, has 
clearly 


i 7 
eieatiy Jemonſirated to. all thoſe who. are 
Tapping of ſeeing the demonſtration, that, | 
© taxation „ without popular repreſentation, 
is © no tyranny,” will, with the ſame happy 
ingenuity, embelliſh his journal with the 
occaliorial interſperſion of arguments to 
prove, that dioceſan biſhops are no anti- 
chriſts, — and that religious, and every o- 
M branch of civil or ſocial, liberty, are 
no parts of Chriſt's excellent ſyſtem of mo- 
 rality, | | 
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ee Fro with all neceſſaries, 4 
ted to their American expedition, 1. adviſe 
them to embark, without delay, on board 
the Cerberis-frigate, which tranſported the 
three generals in the ſpring, in preference 
to any other ſhip of war, for a reaſon, which 
muſt occur to every one, who is, in the 
leaſt degree, converſant with the heathen 
mythology. To thoſe who are totally un- 
acquainted with it, it will be ſufficient . to 
intimate, that Cerbetus was feigned to be 
a 7riple-headed (O the faſcinating number 
three l) Hell-hound, and Janitor orci, or, 
in plain Engliſh, the porter of Hell ;—and 
A ey: watchful houſe-dog he was. My 
K barking 
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barking Pompey, who, f in theſe burglarious 


times, guards, with more than human 
faithfulneſs, -his maſter's 8 wooden tenement 
againſt the aſſaults of midnight-robbers 


and aſſaſſins, is a more yelping cur, when 


compared with this celebrated infernal 
maſtiff. 2 | 
Wiſhing then my epiſcopal triumvirate 
a voyage of ſafety. in the Cerberus, pro- 
portioned to their peculiar deſerts in the 
houſe of Peers; I ſhall proceed to detect 
the crafty. attempt of the bench of biſhops 
in general, to defeat the aforeſaid, or any, 
ſimilar, and more finiſhed, project of re- 


formation of the church of England, which 
is viſible in their indirect intimation, con- 
tained in the addreſs of the convocation to 


the king, that his majeſty i 1s bound to ſup- 
port the preſent corrupt eccleſiaſtical ſyſ- 


tem, as by law eſtabliſhed, in virtue of his 


coronation oath, as though that compelled 
him to perpetuate it, and precluded him 
from giving his aſſent to any act of parlia- 
ment, ſpecifying an amendment of it 
and as though his original coronation-oath 
would not then be equally binding to pro- 
tect the church of England altered by law, 

as 


a n 


as it ĩs to preſerve it, as now. eſtabliſhed by 


law, till a legal change in its conſtitution 
take place. Their ſpiritual Lordſhips are 
groſsly miſtaken, if they mean to deceive 
the legiſlature into an opinion, that the 
laws, which injoin the preſent church-eſ- 
tabliſhment; are unalterable, -like thoſe of 
the antient Medes and Perſians. | 

They may laugh, now, but perhaps will 
ſhortly weep. I want not the divine gift 


of prophecy to, foretel, human foreſight 


being ſufficient to enable me to prognoſti- 
cate; that, as the event of an unnatural 
war (to which they have collectively given 
their public. ſanction) between the mother 
and her children, will be impoveriſhment 
to the former, particularly, by annihilating 
the moſt eſſential branch of her commerce; 
adminiſtration may be driven, through the 


conſequent failure of the reſources of ſup- 


ply, ariſing from the cuſtomary duties on 
American exports and imports, to the ne- 
ceſſity of doubling and multiplying taxes, 
already too numerous and burthenſome. 
A fatal expedient this |—of which the mi- 
ſeries cannot better be averted, than by a 
national petition of all xanks of men to 
| K 2 parlia- 
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parliament, to ſubſtitute, in lieu of ſo de- 
ſtructive a meaſure, the ſeizure of the lands, 
tithes, and other poſſeſſions and revenues, 
of the church, — and, in order to avoid an 
unjuſtifiable invaſion of private property, 
to give legiſlative ſecurity for an equivalent 
income, for life, to their preſent poſſeſſors. 

Thus, however the Lords- biſhops, and 
their ſubordinate dignitaries, may labour to 
prop up the tottering citadel of dioceſan 
epiſcopacy ; however they may intrench, 
and fortify themſelves within the ramparts 
of their hitherto impregnable church-eſta- 
bliſhment ;—however they may ridicule the 

enterprize of ſuppreſſing ſpiritual baronies, 
as Quixotical and impracticable; — yet, if 
I err not in diſcerning the figns of the 
times, the ſeaſon ſeems to be approaching, 
when the ſuppreſſion of them will be deem- 
ed eligible, and prove practicable, — the 
ramparts be ſcaled, - and the citadel levolled : 
with the ground. 

What a glorious æra will this bleſt event 
form in the annals of England! Happily, 
the people are even now ripe for an aboliti- 
on of tithes ; — tithes l -a mode of cleri- 
cal * which adminiſters a perpetual 

ſource 


— — — ꝶẽ—ũü ˙ r p 
« - ” _— — 


—— — — — — - — 
F IIS ES oo ER mo ns > ern en ets Are Gn, —ů —— 
= — — — 


— — ——— 
—ä—ẽ —— — 
* — Rr ae Sg eg. — —— — 
7 . 2 2 % 7 T7. - 22 : n 
Ms — : x Bs 
8 . 22 5 


14 

1 

fl + 

1: # 

N 
* 

i 

: A 

N 


| [ 149 J 

ſource of ſtrife betwixt a pariſh and its 
parſon 3 — who is thereby, in a great de- 
gree, incapacitated as a miniſter of the goſ- 
pel of peace,—the ſpiritual huſbandman, 
and the man of God; being neceſſitated to 
commence the temporal farmer, and the 
man of the world. The anti-tithe ſociety 
in London, and their unſucceſsful petition 
to the late Houſe of Commons, are con- 
vincing proofs of their diſpoſition to wel- 
come an amendment of our conſtitution i in 
church. 

Whenever then the legiſlature ſhall be 
diſpoſed to ſecond the views of the people, 
by granting them this earneſtly expected 
felicity ; it is not to be doubted, that the 
legiſlature, if they ſhould condeſcend to 
think the preceding propoſed plan of 
church-reformation worthy of their con- 
ſideration, at the ſame time will, from the 
motive of common humanity, allot a ſa- 
lary of not leſs, —and, from a principle of 
ſound policy, of not more, than two hun- 


dred pounds per annum, free from deduc- | 


tions of every kind, to every parochial 
paſtor. If the governors and governed, of 
this chriſtian nation be determined to main= 
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tain ſome civil eſtabliſhment in religion, 
the imprudence of beſtowing on the mi- 
niſters of ſuch eſtabliſhment grandeur and 
affluence will inſtantly occur to the ſound- 
[neſs of their underſtandings ; — and the 
cruelty of omitting to give them a compe- 
tent ſtipendiary proviſion (which, in theſe 
| expenſive times, ought to amount to two 

hundred pounds per annum each) will feel- 
ingly affect the goodneſs of their hearts. 

I have already hinted my ſentiments of 
the natural non- neceſſity, and the evange- 
lic unlawfulneſs, of civil eſtabliſhments in 
religion ; Chriſt, who has ſtrictly injoined 
obedience to the civil magiſtrate, in all juſt 
matters relating to his political depart- 
ment, having, at the ſame time, not dele- 
gated to him any authority in the manage- 
ment of religious concerns, which is his 
oy peculiar unparticipated province. 

1f Chriſt, who could not but foreſee na- 

tional converſions to his religion, had in- 
tended, that, in conſequence thereof, civil 
magiſtrates ſhould participate of the go- 
vernment of his ſpiritual kingdom ; — ſu- 
peradd their own articles of faith, and 
forms of prayer, to his doctrines 9 con- 


| found, 


1 1 


found, and perplex, their intelligible fim- 
plicity by their own incomprehenſible in- 
terpretations of them bind an aſſent to 


the truth of theſe upon the conſcience by 


ſubſcription ; — hiz; a ſet of men, to pub- 


licly preach their ſyſtem of divinity, and 


pronounce their liturgy 3 and, particular- 


ly, inveſt a ſuperior order of theſe their 


miniſters with a ſhare in political legiſla- 
tion; — he would, certainly, have made 
ample proviſion, —givenexpreſs direQtions,— 
and delegated a competent authority in his 
' goſpel, for theſe ſeveral purpoſes ;—would 


have ſpecified the exact proportion of tem- 


poral dominion, and of civil power, to be 
allotted to eccleſiaſtics; — and, in ſhort, 
would have preciſely defined the extent of 
what is artfully termed, by Lords ſpiritual, 
« the alliance betwixt church and late. 

But, as Chriſt has obſerved, unfortu- 
nately for them, a profound filence, in re- 
ſpect to theſe points; ſtateſmen and church- 
men are not only wiſe beyond what is writ- 
ten, but inſinuate, that the goſpel of Chriſt 
is imperfect and defective, if they preſume 
to furniſh it with ſupplements of their own 


inxention not to mention, that politico - 
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eccleſiaſtical conſtitutions are virtually pro- 


hibited in the apoſtle” s expreſs renunciation 
EE" c dominion over the faith" of his 
converts, and, conſequently, that every 
earthly potentate, whether he be a civil 
ruler, or a ſpiritual Lord, is unable to pro- 


duce a divine, which alone i is a competent, 


N authority and commiſſion, to frame, and 
"ee a conformity to them, 


It is remarkable, that Gallio, the depu- 


ty, or Roman proconſul, of Achaia, at 


the time of Paul's preaching at Corinth, 

though an heathen, had a clear inſight into 
this truth; — viz. that it is foreign to the 
office of the civil magiſtrate, to interpoſe 
his authority in the adjuſtment of religious 


opinions and diſputes. This wiſe man 


acted agreeably to conviction and of his 
conduct in this point, worthy of the imi- 
tation of the civil magiſtrate, in every age 
and country, I ſhall tranſcribe the whole, 


as J find it recorded in Acts xviii. 12—1 7. 


And, when Gallio was the deputy of 


12 Achaia, the Jews made inſurrection, 
with one accord, againſt Paul, and 
of brought him to the judgment-ſeat, fay- 
« 58 — This fellow perſuadeth men to 


No, * worſhip, 


—— 


3 
: 


+H2089-1] -- -- 
7 wks God contrary to the law." 


And, when Paul was now about to open 
his mouth, Gallio ſaid unto the Jews, 
e if it were a matter of wrong, or wick⸗ 
0 ed lewdneſs, O ye Jews ! reaſon would, 
that I ſhould bear with you: — but, if 
Leit be a queſtion of words and names,/ and 


"A 


5* of your law, look ye to it ;=for I will 
« be no judge of ſuch matters. And 


he drove them from the judgment-ſeat. 
Then all the Greeks took Soſthenes, the 
chief ruler of the ſynagogue, and beat 


him before the judgment-ſeat ; and _ 
« lio cared for none of thoſe things.“ 
A matter of wron g. or wicked lewd- 


_ © neſs,” being a civil crime, would, as Gal- 
li rightly intimated, have neceſſarily come 
under his cognizance, as proconſul ;—but, 
with reſpect to © a queſtion of words and 


names, and of the religious * law! of the 


Jews, he, a good and diſcreet magiſtrate, 


refuſed to be * judge of ſuch matters, and 

« cared for none of thoſe things, as being 
extro-provinicial, or points not appertaining 
to his civil department. Thus the civil 
magiſtrate, in our own country, ought to 


— 
B 
7 


5 01541 
act on a * tumult, from whom the 
Ahe would have been intituled to 
receive, in judgment, damages for his ſound 
drubbing, if he had thought proper to bring 
an action of aſſault and battery againſt 
his adverſaries, in Weſtminſter-hall. 
Again; — when the chief captain, Clau- 
dius Lyfias, reſcuing Paul out of the hands 
of the enraged Jews of Jeruſalem, ſends 
him to Cæſarea, the reſidence of Felix, 
the Roman procurator of Judea, he writes 
to Felix after this manner: Whom” 
(Faul) « I perceived to be accuſed of queſ- 
e tions of their law, but to have nothing 
er laid to his charge worthy of death, or 
*, of bonds; (Acts xxiii. 29.) plainly 
intimating; that ſach queſtions: were not 
objects of civil deciſion. Felix probably is 
of the ſame opinion, as he never brings 
Paul to a regular trial before him; — but, 
| being a'mercenary and corrupt judge, un- 
juſtly detains him in cuſtody, in hopes, 
(Acts xxiv. 26) * that money ſhould have 
“been given him of Paul, that he might 
looſe him; who, he thought, would | 
have been glad to have purchaſed his li- 
berty. However, Veing diſappointed, and, 


(yer. | 


{x55 J 

(ver. 27.) % after two years, fucceeded 
in the procuratorſhip by Portius Feſtys,” 
he, « willing to ſhew the Jews a pleaſure, 
. left Paul bound. This was one of the 


many inſtances of male- adminiſtration in 


Felix; — for, in ſo doing, he invaded the 
civil rights of Paul, who, being a citizen 
of Rome, ought not to have been bound 
unheard, and uncondemned. - | 
His ſucceſſor, Feſtus, at firſt, « doubted 
* of ſuch manner of queſtions,” (Acts 
xxv. 20.) or, according to the marginal 


reading, which ſeems more fully to convey 


the ſenſe of the Greek original, was 
doubtful how to enquire hereof; — but, 
after his conference with king Agrippa, 
was clearly of opinion with him, that, as 
Paul had not committed a civil crime, 
this man doth nothing worthy of death, 
or of bonds.” Then ſaid Agrippa unto 
© Feſtus,' This man might have been ſet 
c at liberty, if he had not appealed unto 
* Czfar.” (Acts xxvi. 31 and 32.) 
Theſe words of Agrippa amount to a vir- 
tual declaration, that the civil power is un- 
authorized to interpoſe in matters merely 


religious. But, as Paul had appealed to 


the 
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the tribunal where the emperor preſided 
in perſon, which was the higheſt court of 
judicature among the Romans, to whom 
the Jews were then ſubject, Feſtus . de- 


termined to ſend him thither ;” (Acts xxv. 
25.) and thereby became ignorantly inſtru- 


mental to the fulfilment of the prediction, 


which Paul had received, by expreſs reve- 


lation, from Chriſt himſelf, that, , as 
« thou haſt teſtified of me in Jeruſalem, 
C6 ſo muſt thou bear witneſs alſo at Rome.” 


; (Acts. XX111. Ii 9 


In reſpect to eccleſiaſtical wits, 
Paul had before expreſsly diſclaimed the 


lawfulneſs of the Jewiſh ſpiritual court of 


judicature, in a reply to Feſtus ; — who, 
like Felix, knew how to temporize. 


5 Feſtus, willing to do the Jews a pleaſure, 


« anſwered Paul, and ſaid,.— Wilt thou 
« go up to Jeruſalem, and there be judg- 
te ed of theſe things before me ?”—* Then 
« ſaid Paul, — © I ſtand at Cæſar's judg- 


6 ment-ſeat, where! ought to be judged: 
„To the Jews have I done no wrong, as 


t thou very well knoweſt ; — for, if I be 


* an offender, or have committed any 


* thing worthy of death, I refuſe not to 
47 Lie. b if there be none of theſe 
| | ce things, 
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things, whereof theſe accuſe me, no man 
* may deliver me unto them. , I appeal unto 

«- Cæſar. (Acts xxv. 9, 10, 11.) , 
This abſolute refuſal. then of Paul to be 
delivered up to the Sanhedrim, or ſpiritual 
court of the Jews, which he avoided by 
his appeal to Cæſar, — the words of Lyſias, 
Feſtus, and Agrippa, and particularly the 
conduct of Gallio, are, in my judgment, 
irrefragable arguments againſt all human 
power and authority in the eſtabliſhment of 
religious ſyſtems, much more, in the en- 
forcement of a compliance with them by 
rigorous penal laws. The exertion of all 
ſuch power and authority, whether uſurp- 
ed by ecclefiaſtics, — deputed to them by 
the civil magiſtrate, - or exerciſed by him 
in perſon, —is a direct invaſion of the pro- 
vince of Chriſt, — who having not delega- 
ted to his pretended Roman vicar, nor to 
any other man, or ſet of men, his rights, 
privileges, and power, ought to be permit- 
ted to reign unmoleſted, as I before obſerv- 
ed, ſole king in his own ſpiritual kingdom, 


given him by God. | TE 
© However, as in England, notwithſtand= 


| ing theſe expreſs [cypeary examples to the 
5 contrary, 


— 


2 „ 


—— — 


— — 
* Rs 


— -- - - 
45, — —̃Ʒꝓ - — 


— K 23 — — — 


* = — 
— * —— 
—— 


_ * — mg -=y ** 


* — 
. 


—— — —— —— wo—_y ——— rr , ee — — — — — nr — — _ * = 
. — 8 2 
— I - 
——— —kꝛ — obey = * — — * - "a I - 
« 
i 
oy — 3 <4 


Ee a Np — > 


* ha 22 w Sow 
— r — 


* . 
— C ———_— = 

OO —_—— ww — — 

2 — — = 
Pe — Pn 3 


— — . 


* 
4 
os 
of 
713 
i 
i 
"FF 
\ 1 
7 
j 
v3 
1 
7 x 
"7 
F 
" 
1 
LY G 
= Is 
568 
& 
* * 
. 
* © 
LE "7 
15 ; 
\ r 
; 3 
7 + $ 
* 
1 
i” 4 
1 
1 ' 
115 
4 
$1 
* 
[5 \ 
. 
1 
* 5 
4 
'Þ 
4 1 
N 


ä " ö = 1 
k F / Fe ps +62 ” = » * * * * * 
„„ „„ A rr i ens. es. A ata 
- 2 - * of * 


- — 
e 33232 
—— —— — 2 — . 
Aw % — — 2 * 
— an ae 3. — = — 33 — — — 
2 — A < - - 
+ i ig Ri Eg ag _ 22 3 
a 5 — 5.4 wack 7 Ya, W 
* * * o wa” Chart ., "- p __ 4 "A 


* 


[58] 

entrary;” (to which may be added the p5o⸗ 
ſitive teſtimony of our Saviour himſelf, — 
« Render unto Cæſar the things which are 
% Cteſar s, and unto God the things which 
« are God's,” - wherein he keeps politics 
and religion diſtinct and ſeparate) the pub- 
lic in general, and the legiſlature in parti- 
eular, ſeem to be convinced, that they have 
both a natural, and a revealed, right to in- 
terfere in the managertient of affairs ſtritly 
ſpititual, in which, in fact, God, Chriſt, 
and a man's own conſcience, are alone con- 
cerned and to form a civil eſtabliſhment 
in religion, it is evident, they would not 
only not be culpable, but juſtifiable, in 


acting agreeably to ſuch conviction. 


I have therefore preſumed to lay before 
them a plan of a conſtitution in church, 
which, I hope, will be deemed more evan- 
gelically perfect, than the preſent. In ſo 
doing, I have endeavoured to diſcharge my 
two-fold duty, as a patriot, and as a Chriſti- 


an; or, rather, the one included in the other, 


patriotiſm being a branch, and an eſſential 
branch, of Chriſtian morality : — conſe- 
quently, apprehend, as I alſo profeſs to 
a from conviction, I (egotiſt as I am) 


ſhall 


[i591 
ſhall not be judged totally undeſervin g of 
the approbation of every good man, both 

in public and in private life. N 

That I may not be liable to be mifündler- 
f ſtood i in the minuteſt article, it will not be 
improper to recapitulate, and place in one 
point of view, the ſeveral particulars of this 
plan ;—which muſt neceſſarily be preceded 
by an act of parliament, directing the total 


ſubverſion of the preſent eccleſiaſtical part 
of our conſtitution. . | 


This would comprehend in ſpirituals, 
the removal of ſubſcription to the thirty- 
nine articles and liturgy, and the extirpation 
of our . clerical. ſyſtem, root and branch, 
from the re/pefable elevated degree of an 
opulent arch-biſhop, (a ſtation much too 
exalted and affluent for any miniſter of the 
goſpel) through every ſubordinate rank of 
clergy, down to the 4e%/ ic , depreſſed order 
of an impoveriſhed curate, - which, to the 
| diſgrace, as well of humanity as of chriſ- 
| tianity, is very numerous. 

In temporals it would include, 

Firſt, The annihilation of the ſpiritual 
beronies of the church, and of that other 


impolitic 
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politic civil 1 the clerical dale 
of ſuffrage at the election of the commons. 

Secondly, The reſumption of the grant 
of church-lands. 

Thirdly, The purchaſe of che ri 75 of 
private and corporate patronage, on Sedan 
equitable terms, to be adj uſted by the re- 
ſpective value of the preferment. 
Fourthly, The abolition of tithes, and 
the ſuppreſſion of the preſent church Poſ- 
ſeſſions and revenues of every, kind, — in 
which are neceſſarily comprized the archi- 
epiſcopal profits, accrueing from the uſurp< 
ed power of granting marriage- licences, 
divorces, and teſtamentary probates, and of 
determining ſuch like cauſes; which are 
the undoubted and natural, and, conſe- 
quently, ought to be the unalienable, right 
of the civil part of our conſtitution: 

Fifthly, The ſeizure of the fund ariſing 
from the firſt-fruits arid tenths, eſtabliſhed; 
in the reign of Anne, for the bas. meer 
tion of fmall livings. 

Sixthly and laſtly; the ſole appfopriation 
of this fund, and of every ſpecies of chutch< 
poſſeſſion and revenue, including the pro- 
duce of the fale of the ä all the 


other 


| 13 16 I ] | 
bther lands, - wo the houits, . and of the 
bred? tithes, of the church (which ſeveral 
articles mult amount to an immenſe ſum) 
to the immetliate diſcharge of the national 
n 


N. B. In ſpeaking « of the ſale of tithes; 


| I inſiſt only on the great tithes ;z—becauſe; 


as it is propoſed that the public ſhould be 


taxed for the maintenance of the parochial 
biſhops | or paſtors, it is juſt and reaſonable, 
that the public ſhould enjoy the benefit of 
the ſuppreſſion of the ſmall tithes, with- 
out making any pecuniary compenſation to 
povernment for ſuch ſuppreſſion. _ ep 

The fale of the great tithes may be 1 re- 
ulated in manner following, viz. in rec- 


torial pariſhes, where the tenth part of the 


produce of the land at preſent belon; gs to 


the parſon, let every man become the pur- 


chaſer of the tenth part of the produce of 
his own landed eſtate, on 5 le parlia- 
mentary terms, and pay the purchaſe- mo- 
ney to government, at four half yearly in- 
ſtalments. 3 


Theſe are the heads of that part 4 my 


plan Which relates to the demolition of 
the 61d, —the particulars reſpecting the e- 
b 2 rection 
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retion of the new, eccleſiaſtical edifice, ar 
as follow, viz. | 

The fame act of parliament, injoining, 

Firſt, Every rank of beneficed clergy- 
men to deliver in, upon oath, or a ſolemn 
aſſeveration, the full amount of the clear 
yearly value of Theis ſuppreſt church reve- 
nues 3 

Secondly, The payment of annual pen» 
fions, durante vitd, to the preſent hierarchs, 


the ſubordinate dignitaries, and all ſine- cure 


beneficed clergymen, (though their various 


orders be ſuppreſt) to the amount of their 
annihilated church-incomes ; 


Thirdly, The eſtabliſhment of 3 
on the ruins of dioceſan epiſcopacy,—that 
is, the appointment of one equal and only 
order of miniſters of the goſpel, through- 
out England and Wales, under the new 
title of parochial biſhops, or paſtors, with 
an equality of maintenance, ariſing from 
the ſtipend of two hundred pounds per an- 
num each, to be ſecured by the legiſlature, 
levied by tax on the public, and paid by 
the crown ;—which, on fixing the.number 


of parochial paſtors at eleven thouſand, will 


require 


[1163] 
require an annual charge of two millions 
and two hundred thouſand pounds | 

Fourthly, The continuance of the pre- 
ſent rectors, vicars, and, in ſhort, all cler- 
gymen to whoſe benefices is annexed: the 
cure of ſouls, under the new denomination 
of parochial paſtors, with the appointment 
of a ſalary of two hundred pounds per an- 
num each; if their ſuppreſt preferment fell 
ſhort of that ſum ; — and with the enjoy- 
ment of the full amount of its former clear 
yearly value, if it exceeded that ſum; — 
but at their deaths their parochial biſhop- 
rics to be reduced to the ſtandard-falary of 
two hundred pounds per annum. 

Fifthly, The appointment of the preſent 
race of curates, according to their ſeniority 
in the church, to vacant parochial biſhop- 
rics; and the maintenance of them, at one 
hundred pounds per annum each, at the 
public expence, till _ be thus gradually 
provided for ; 

Sixthly, The eſtabliſhment of the future 
perpetual ſucceſſion to parochial biſhoprics, 
by alternate academical ſeniority at Oxfotd 
and Cambridge, accompanied with the re- 
quifition of the following qualifications, 

3 E 2 previous 


— 
r 
not 
. 


- — 


— — — 


eG. on _ 
is as 
we 


— 
n 


—— — —dz —— . — — - 


w  - 
— — — 
r wk 


— _— - — — — 88 
— — — ——— Ca rv een 9s. we 
— — — 
P Oe 


n — nh Pm, bs 5 >; 
— ſ — ũ GE —L—⅛ — Cnr 4 


. = be - 6 —— 
3 „ — r— . — 8 


— _ =- was 1 _—_ 
= _ _—_ _ — 
- \ — 
=o — C ” _ 
. . Bs + —. = - 
4 
— 
pay N — 2 - - — 
3 — an = — 
io 2 N ns __ © 
—- bat; Ana Rite E Si BÞ5, 
EEE Ce = 
* - 5 = - — — 44 - - == 
. 4. ow 4 — - 


* » - — 
S 6 2 
——— — — 2 = — 
2 2 — _ 
j . 
D — — — 
— 


ID. 
— 


— — 


| 
| 


wot 1 * 
\ iy + 
AY | 
U 
__ 
J 43 
a T * 
v4 
- 1} ' 4 1 
} 
#. x Bet 
6 . 4 
1 i i 
» 4 
1 
+: 
=. 0 . 
* 
I. 1 
* Ins | 
1 B:44% 
| {f * 
8 l . 5 
= 4 N * 4 
N Tok * 
4 L 
' , 
+4 
1 s F * 
i Fe 
1 £ " 
f þ 7 144 
7 19 
: 1 
1 y 93 
1 1 FRY 
; * 
j N 
Ti ( 1 + 
11 4 
ſt; 
i1L 13 
N 179 
": * 
þ 1 ;4 
ul | 
1 
k 1 
| x 
* 
7 


rr 1 . — , Ge um AY AID, 
* — 6 A A or - 4 _ _ 
b i ” p - oy 
2 now — wt Ts - nj — — 
- 3 0 — - 4 + 0. 88 


—— — — — 


—— — — 
_—_— 


previous to admiſſion to the paſtoral charge, 


viz. 1. A collegiate-teſtimonial of good 
behaviour, during the laſt three years, 
Ggned by the head, and the fix ſenior reſi- 


dent members, of the college. ; — 2. An 


examination of the paſtoral candidate in the 
Hebrew and Greek of the ſacred writings 
by three paſtors, whoſe parochial. biſhop- 
rics are adjoining to the vacant biſhopric, 
and who ſhould be required to jointly and 
gratuitouſly officiate therein, during the va- 
vancy, which ought to be filled, without 
unneceſſary delay ;— 3. The religious ſub- 
ſcription to'the two poſitions contained in 
page 32 — 33 of this work; — 4. The 
additional civil ſubſcription to the public 
peruſal of the preſent, (the Athanaſian 
ereed excluded) or any, ſtate liturgy, leſs 
generally exceptionable ; — and, 5. The 
oaths” of allegiance and ſupremacy ; — or, 
in lieu thereof, the ſolemn aſſeveration of 
the Quakers, for reaſons ſpecified in the 
former part of this pamphlet. 
(N. B. The three examining paſtors 
ſhould be injoined to tranſmit a teſtimonial, 
figned with their names, of the competent 
knowledge of the examined paſtor elect in 
| | the 


the Hebrew and Greek ſcriptures, together 
with his collegiate- teſtimonial, — two-fold 
ſubſcription, — and ſubſcribed: civil abjura- 
tion, to proper perſons authorized by govern- 
ment to receive, and regiſter, the ſame.) 

Seventhly, The nearly equal apportionment 
of the paſtoral charge, by proportioning the 
number of paſtors to the extent and popu- 
louſneſs of the pariſhes. For this purpoſe, 
though, in general, there will be an allot- 
ment of but one paſtor to one pariſh, yet, 
in the particular caſes, of populous and ex- 
tenſive pariſhes, it will be neceſſary to aſ- 
ſign more than one parochial paſtor ; — as, 
on the other hand, one ſuch paſtor will be 
ſufficient for the charge of two, or even 
three, ſmall and thinly inhabited pariſhes, 
In order to aſcertain, and ſettle, the pro- 
portion of the number of paſtors to the 
ſize, and populouſneſs, of the pariſhes, 
every pariſh ſhould be required to give in an 
eſtimate of the number of its wen houſe- 
keepers, and poor. | 

Eighthly, and laſtly ; The change of the 


ſpiritual court into a common-law-court, 
in all cauſes of a civil nature, accompanied 
with the total ſuppreſſion of proſecutions 
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on the ſcore of a free declaration of: opi- 
nion in points of faith. —For what friend 
to the natural rights of mankind would 
heſitate to prefer the equitable legal ſyſtem 
of our Saxon king, Alfred, to the arbitrary 
judicial code of the Roman emperor, Juſ- 
tinian, ?—which laſt forms the baſis of what 
is called our civil, and canon, law. 
This plan of an entire alteration, and 
amendment, of our conſtitution in church, 
I' humbly and reſpectfully ſubmit to the 
goodneſs and wiſdom of our king and 
parliament, to be by them corrected, im- 
proved, and perfected; — for, 1 am not 
poſſeſt of ſo intolerable a portion of vanity 
and ſelf· ſuffioiency, as not to diſcern, that 
it is capable of receiving falutary additions, 
and emendations, from their wiſe and pub- 
lie- ſpirited councils. Imperfect as it is, it 
has theſe conſiderable. advantages attending 
it ;—namely, firſt, the preſent. unſcriptu- 
ral, and diotrephian, pre-eminence and 
ſubordination among the miniſters of the 
goſpel, would be abſorbed in the one equal 
order of parochial biſhops, or paſtors z — 
| and, ſecondly, theſe paſtors would not be 
politicians, as, * 2 in ge- 


neral, 
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neral, and hierarchs. in particular, now are, 
and muſt almoſt unayoidably be, in conſe- 
quence. of the preſent. church-ſyſtem. 
All cloſe and intimate, but unnatural, 
union of religion and politics in ſpiritual 
lords being in this caſe diſſolved, by. the 
ſuppreſſion of that high order of clergy to- 
gether-with the reſt; theſe new parochial 
biſhops, would have no farther concern with 
government, chan merely to yield obedience 
to the laws of their country in civil affairs, 


in common with other loyal ſubjects. Nor 
would they enjoy excluſive immunities, or 
privileges, as churchmen; their future 
right of ſuffrage at the election of the com- 
mons being, according to this reformed ec- 
cleſiaſtical plan, entirely detached from their 
evangelical profeſſion, and made to depend 


ſolely on their poſſeſſion of private, free- 


hold eſtates, &c. which of courſe would 


entitle them to a vote. Thus would not 


they, who ought to remain fixed on the 
terra: firma of religion, be-* led,” as they 


now are, into temptation, but be de- 
« livered from evil, the evil of embarking 


on the unſettled ſea of politics. 


Ab I ſhall 
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I ſhall only farther obſerve, that, thoug 
rt immediate ſeizure of church- Me 
tithes, houſes, Poſſenons of every Kind, 
and every ſpecies' of i its revenue, be propoſed 
to take place; yet, as the dignified and 


ſine- cure clergy, (among whom 1 include 


dioceſan biſhops) and thoſe whoſe bene- 


kices,” attended with the. cure of ſouls, ex- | 
ceed in value the falary of two hundred 


pounds per annum, deſigned to be annex- 


ed to every parochial biſhopric, will be 


penſioned for life, to the amount of their 
ſuppreſt church- incomes; — this plan of 


parochial epiſcopacy would be peaceably 
and ſatisfactorily, gradually and mildly, 
executed, and not inſtantaneouſiy and ty- 
rannically ; as It would be in the inſtance 
of diſpoſſeſſing any one occupier of church- 
preferment of his property, without giv- 
ing him, for life, the n of his 
former revenue. | 

The objection to which this, or any, 
plan of an amendment of our conſtitution 
in church, ſimilar to, or perfective of, it, 
18 liable from the conſideration, that the 
right of patronage is, in many inſtances, 
velted i in individuals, —in the univerſities, — 


| and 
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and j in various lay-bodies corporate, I have 
ſufficiently 6bviated, by propoſing a patlia- 
mentary purchaſe « of this right, whether it 
| be that of limited, or alternate, preſenta- 
tion, or of petpetual advow fon, on equi- 
table terms by which I mean terms pro- 
portioned to the reſpective value of the 
preferment in their gift.” It ſurely eannot 
be a hardſhip, to receive an adequate pe- 
cuniary compenſation for the fale of that 
right to government, which is ſo neceſſary 
to the pf of this new arrange 
ment of eccleſiaſtical concerns; — an ar- 

rangement, productive, as it muſt neceſ- 
a hy be, of many beneficial conſequences 
to this nation, whether i it be viewed in a 
religious, or in a political, light. | | 
8 If the civil eſtabliſhments in religion of 
every chriſtian country were to undergo a 
ſimilar reformation, and the affairs of the 
king -doms of this world, and thoſe of the 
kingdom of Chriſt, were thus to be kept ag 
diſtin and ſeparate. as they were origi- 
nally deſigned to be; it would prove the 
moſt effectual human means to introduce 
that bleſſed ſcene of things, when the king- 
* doms of this world ſhall become the 
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0 kingdoms of our Lord and of his Cheri," 


by previouſly introducing a wiſe, political 
inſtitution, intimated in the title page of 
this pamphlet as preferable to, and perfec- 


tive of, the aforeſaid plan of — — 


of our conſtitution in church, and which 


I.ſhall now briefly « deſcribe. 


When the flutary effects of this ei entire 


bly operated, as they probably will, in 


ſome meaſure, immediately, and in a de- 
gree increaſing from year to year; When 
experimental conviction ſhall ; Arr III 


| impel my countrymen to Joyfully acknow- 


ledge, that the , propoſed reformation of 


our conſtitution in church is not only not 
detrimental, but greatly beneficial, to our 
conſtitution in ſtate, and equally conducive 


to national welfare; — when the minds of 
men ſhall be thus prepared to perceive, that 


50 power of the civil magiſtrate extends 
nat to matters merely religious, — and that 
he is unauthorized by God, or by Chriſt, 
to form any national eſtabliſhment. in reli- 
gion, or to enjoin, with or without penal 


tions, even the uſe of a liturgy, com- 
| poſed 


2 and renovation, of our nation- 
al church; eſtabliſhment, ſhall have ſenſi- 
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poſed by fallible men, much leſs to require 
ſubſcription to the truth of its contents 3 
then will be the time to ben . chi 
reformation, | + 

Theimprovementwhich,” in all huniligy(the 
faſhionable right · reverend phraſe) I propoſe, 
may be effected i In Manner following, VIZ. 2 

In this caſe, let even the aforefaid gefor- 
mation of our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment; 
however experimentally [beneficial it can- 
not hut prove, be deſtroyed ; the parochial 
biſhoprics i in their turn ſuppreſſed, their in- 
cumbents being permitted to retire with the 
continuance of their ſalaries for life 3 in 

nd. civil eſtabliſnments in religion 

of every kind renounced, — and in lieu 
thereof a wiſe political inſtitution ſubſtitu- 
ted, conſiſting 88 of two Simple ar- 
ticles, TEK, 

Firſt, A 8 pry in f 
the obſervance of à day of ſabbath, 
or reſt, on the ſeventh day of the Week, 
throughout England and Wales; — leaving 
every individual, who is not aſhamed of a 
ſenſe of religion, at liberty to compoſe. his 
thoughts to ſerious meditation, — and to 
e God eſo to his conſcience, 
with, 
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| 172 15 
with; or without, a form of prayer, — and 
either in private, — in company” with his 


on family, —ar ſtill more in public, by 


aſſociating with his neighbours for that 
good purpoſe, if he and they can agree. 
. Secondly, A parliamentary erection of 

charity-ſchools, at properdiſtances, through- 


out the ſaid kingdom and princi ipality, to 


be maintained at the public expence, % 
the intent, that the children of the poor, 
from the age of five to that of fourteen, 
may be univerſally inſtructed to read the 
Bible in their mother- tongue; — and that, 
in like manner, as men are now taught to 
become every man his own gardener, law- 
yer, phyſician, and politician, they may 


be thus qualified, at years of diſcretion, to 
become every man his own divine. 


The education, and guardianſhip of the 


morals, of the infant- poor, are not merely 


a religious, but a political, concern 3— for, 


how can they behave as good citizens, 
who, being literally illiterate, are incapaci- 


tated for becoming good chriſtians ? 'Thefe 
ſchools ſhould alſo be ſchools of induſtry, 


which is the grand preſervative of morals, 
ic road children ſhould be habituated to 


manual 


1.27301 
manual and domeſtic employments, propor- 
tioned to their tender years; and the pe- 
cuniary produce of the work of the little 
lahourers, of both. ſexes, applied towards 
defraying the expence of apprenticing the 
boys to handicraft-trades, and the girls to 
ſuitable feminine occupations. | 
| Theſe ſchools too might, ſubject to wiſe 
and proper regulations, prove the beſt re- 
giſter · offices for ſervants ; — whoſe indo- 
lence and eye-ſervice, ſo generally lamented 
in families, certainly originate in the cri- 
minal neglect of their education. 
| Laſtly, they might be made to ſerve as 
excellent nurſeries, 'for ſupplying the army 
with ſoldiers, and the navy with ſeamen.— 
In this laſt particular, I cannot but applaud 
the attention of the public-ſpirited magiſ- 
trate of Bow- ſtreet, who, not more active 
in apprehending criminals, than affiduous 
in preventing a perpetual ſucceſſion of them, 
projected, if I be rightly informed, the 
inſtitution of the marine ſociety, which is 
now deſervedly honoured with the ſupport 


of men of the firſt rank and character 1 in 
the Kino. 


| Now 
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ſtitution, (which, by making void all fla⸗ 


from that, when compared with the miſe- 


community, are moſt effectually promoted 


political conſtitutions in religion, of every 


expence than, that plan of parochial epiſ- 
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Now the advantages to the community; 
ining from the fimplicity of this civil in- 


tional eſtabliſhments in religion; would fa- 
cilitate, and accelerate; the downfall of 
the Roman arch- anti- chriſt) would be ſus - 
perior to thoſe accrueing from the pro- 
poſed plan of parochial epiſcopacy, in a 
ratio proportioned to the benefits reſulting 


ries attendant on the preſent dioceſan hie- 
rarchy. The peaceable province of Pen- 
ſylvania, the moſt flouriſhing of our Ame- 
rican colonies, exhibits a ſtanding proof; A 
that the ſpiritual intereſts of men, as mem- 
bers of the chriſtian church, and their 
temporal welfare, as members of a civil 


by an entire freedom from the reſtraint of 


ſpecies and degree. 
This then would be an excellent ſupple- 
ment to, and productive of leſs nieceſſary 


copacy, which I have ventured to lay be- 
fore the public, and the legiſlature: In ſo 
doing, I am happy in the conſciouſne f 

havirig 
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having düiſcharged my duty to my E 
King, and Country to whoſe Joint-ler- 
vice I defign to dedicate (though, in reſpect 
to my God, I can at beſt be but an unpro- 
fitable ſervant) a part of my time and 
thoughts, | throughout life, in the mode 
moſt ſuitable to that religious profeſſion, 
in which I have been educated, and which 
I prefer to any other. Being an inſignifi- 
cant member of the community, I can do 
no more than propoſe. It is the province 
of the legiſlature to conſider, whether it be 
their duty, or not, to execute this project 
of the reformation. of our conſtitution in 
church, or any ſimilar ſcheme, which they, 
in their ſuperior wiſdom, may judge to be 
more eligible, and prafticable. 

In the interim, my brethren, thoſe men 
of apoſtolic ſincerity and intrepidity among 
the clergy, who, trampling upon worldly 
prudence, have preſumed, convinced of 
the intrinſic goodneſs of their cauſe, in the 
moſt cogent and expreſſive, though reſpect- 
ful and modeſt, terms, to repeatedly, but, 
alas! ineffectually, ſolicit the late Houſe 
of Commons, for a releaſe from the bur- 
then of ſubſcription to articles of faith, 


and 


b 76 

and to a liturgy, both of human compoti-, 
7 tion, are not, in the judgment of men of 
| tandor, culpable; if they neither reſign 
their preſent, nor bo gl future church - 
preferment ; ; —provided, at the fame time, 
they unremittingly perſevere in applying, 
from ſeſſion to ſeſſion, till relief be obtain 
ed, to this newly elected branch of the le- 
gillative body, for the removal of 4 griev⸗ 
ance, ſo injurious to the intereſts of chriſ- 
tianity, and fo irkſome to the free-born 
mind. Perchante, that honourable houſe; 
reſpedfully addrefled, may, in their turn, 
in proceſs of time, be induced, uninfluen- 
ced by hierarchical craft, to pay reſpect to. 
à body of their conſtituents, by grafting 
the prayer of their petitioh, or, at leaſt; 
admitting it to their table, — an honour, 
"which the deceaſed houſe thought propet 
to with-hold: 

TI acknowledge the Houſe of Commons, 
which is legally repreſentative of the peo- 
ple at large, to be the proper branch of the 
legiſlature for any claſs of its conſtifuents 

to apply to for a redreſs of grievances, —ahd 
am charitably inclined to think, that thoſe 
of the members, who have been re- elected 

4 n a and 
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and who, in the preceding parliament, 
ſpake, and voted, againſt the petition, and 
bill, may be ſeized with a ſpecies of re- 
morſe, in having thus virtually put the 
word of man on an eee with ed 
of Gd. 

J truſt too, that a Go petitions; 56 it 
could but paſs through the Commons, 
would make its way through the Lords, in 
deſpight of the machinations of the ſpiri- 
tual barons to obſtruct. it; who, if they 
ſhould find their oppoſition avail nothing, 
would, probably, after the true right- re- 
verend faſhion, make a virtue of neceſſity, 
and give their concurrence, when not want- 
ed, with a good grace. It is not to be 
doubted, that the petition, thus conſtitu- 
tionally prepared for the royal aflent, would 


receive its final ratification from the cordial © 


< Le Roi le veut of agracious ſovereign. 
However, be the event proſperous or 
adverſe, 'I frankly declare, I do not accept 
an increaſe of  church-preferment, on the 
preſent terms of ſubſcription, merely be- 
cauſe I cannot obtain it. But, were I in 
fortune's way, according to the general 
laical expreſſion, or in the road to prefer- 
| M ment, 
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vangelic nature, and growth 3 and proved 


15 18 - 
ment; ngtecably to the particular clerical 


phraſe, 1 ſhould be unwilling to de- 
Hgnedly deviate from the track, provid- 
ed I could proceed in it, without offering 


violence to my own judgment, by ſtooping 
to the practice of the laviſh attendance, and 


che mean adulation, ſo often W to 


Ke 96k 


Amiable chtiſtianity yonchies us to bleſs 
our enemies; alfo, if a man could be jaſ- 


ſuggeſted by our correct and poliſhed verſi- 
fyer, Mr. Pope, which is inferior to none, 


but that with which the mercileſs com- 


piker of the Athanafian creed enforces the 
belief of his incom e * 
Jargon 5 


K Word you but wiſh to curſe the man - 
« you hate, 


b 1 and dependence hy his fate. 


1 wiſh, it is true, to lay the axe to the 
root of the tree, and extirpate the preſent 
eocleſiaſtical part of our conſtitution, root 
and branch ; have propofed to plant in its 
ſtead another church- ſyſtem, of a more e- 


it 
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it to be nn not only without de: 
triment, but with manifeſt emolument, to 
the civil part of our conſtitution, and to my 


conſidered as fellow - citizens, or fellow- 
chriſtians ; — principally becauſe; on the 
plan of eccleſiaſtical reformation here ex- 
hibited to public view, theologians would 
be deprived of the power of becoming po- 
liticiansz and, undiſtracted by worldly am- 
bition, be at full liberty to uninterruptedly 
attend to their religious function, and paſ- 
toral charge; which are alone ſufficient to 
engroſs the time and thoughts of every 
worthy, and conſejentious, miniſter of the 
golpel. 

But, while the bait 3 is rs aut; the 
fiſhes will bite;—and indeed, while church- 
matters are ſuffered to remain in their pre- 
ſent corrupt ſtate, I do not think thoſe, as 
I before hinted, deſerving of cenfure; who, 
in an honeſt upright way, acquire a plura- 
lity of church-benefices and dignities. Not 
through want of inclination to enjoy, but 
through defect of intereſt to procure, fuch 
plurality, have I diligently, and unremit- 
tangly, ſerved the church, in quality of 

M 2 paro- 


Lats. 


parochial miniſter, : during the ſpace of 
fourteen years, and upwards, on very mo- 
derate terms, after having previouſly un- 
dergone an expenſive academic education. 
I do not pretend to oſtentatious mortifi- 
cation, and ſelf-denial. So far am I from 
wiſhing to be ſo characterized, that, on the 
contrary, beholding many fortunately ſtep 
into conſiderable church-preferment, on 
their very entrance into prieſt's orders, as 
they are ſtiled, without paſſing through the 
very inferior rank of a curate, as I have 
done; I do not intend to heſitate, having 
long experienced a kind of farving in the 
church, to embrace with joy the offer, 
when made, of a good living in a dioceſan 
biſhopric,—eſpecially, as my conſecration 
would not be clogged with a ſubſcription 
to the thirty-nine articles and liturgy, — 
all church-dignities' being, ſtrange as it 
may appear, exempt from ſuch ſubſcription. 
But it is not likely, that ſubſcription 
will prove, in future, a choke-pear to my 
conſcience. . I have, to the extent of my 
ability, promoted church-reformation i in 
5 part, in a former anonimous publication,. — 
which, as a reiterated. though ineffectual, 


applica- 


INH 
application has been made to the late Houſe 
of Commons, has, by the bleſſing of God 
on. my righteous endeavours, anſwered the 
intended effect of forming an aſſociation, 
for the purpoſe of petitioning parliament 
for the removal of ſubſcription : I have 
too, in this acknowledged pamphlet, la- 
boured to fix our whole eccleſiaſtical conſti- 


tution on a more evangelic baſis than the 


preſent :—Conſequently, have hitherto, in 
my on eſtimation, fully diſcharged my 
own perſonal obligations in this inſtance, 
as far as my preſent ſtation in life will ad- 
mit, — and therefore do not propoſe to re- 
fuſe ſubſcription for ſuch preferment, as 
I may deem worthy of my acceptance. 

Why ſhould my ſtomach be ſqueamiſh, 
and nauſeate the ſweeteſt fruits of a corrupt 
tree, which defies my utmoſt ſtrength and 
{kill to eradicate? Happily, my digeſtiuę 
faculty is ſtronger, than they, who pre- 
ſumptuouſly ſtile themſelves the orthodox, 
would with it to be ;—they, who, though 
they prefer indolence to enquiry, and, con- 
ſequently, are, many of them, groſsly ig- 
norant of the very elements of the chriſtian 
religion, yet regard themſelves as the only 
M 3 capable 
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| m inſtructors, and ſure guides, of the 
People ; — think, that they alone ſhould fit 
in Moſes' ſeat ;—and would gladly engroſs 
church-preferments to themſelves, — and 
from a participation of them, exclude all, 

who, after the way, which they call he- 
© reſy, worſhip the God, and , of 


- our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 


I propoſe, in future, in conformity to 
the opinion, and advice, of a ſuppoſed 
right-reverend | author of * the propriety of 
requiring ſubſcription,” &c. to regard the 
ſtrong unequivocal terms, in which ſub- 
ſcription. is couched, as the un 7 
words of an obſolete ſtatute,—which, not- 
withſtanding, the legiſlature has not hi- 
therto manifeſted a diſpoſition to repeal ;— 

_ to cofifider the liturgy as the fate liturgy in 

general, and as that of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in particular, if that Houſe ſhould, 
on a future application to it, reje& the foit 
of the petitioners ;—to publicly pronounce 
26 with propriety, from a principle of dne 
reſpect to the eſtabliſhed public worthip. of 

the ſtate; — and, in ſhort, to follow the 
- example. of thoſe, who arrogantly deno- 
minate — my ſuperiors in the 

church, 
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obo by henceforth viewing, as they feem 
to do, the clerical profeſſion in the light of 
a worldly trade, to which | have been edu ; 
cated, —and acquiring as much money by it, 
as I can, without nnn N in- 
juſtice and fraud. | 
The late Houſe 44 Commune de not 
bur apprave of this my future plan of con- 
duct; for it is to be preſumed, our former 


repreſentatives in partiament (I ſpeak of 


them aggregate ly, not individually) would 
not have rejected the modeſt petition, and 
the ſubſequent bill, of the elerical affocia- 
tion, praying for releaſe from that fubſcrip- 
tion to the thirty- nine articles and” IHturgy, 
| which their predeceſſors had, eonjointly 
_ with the other two branches of the legifla- 
ture, in times paſt, impoſed, if they had 
regarded the church-eſtabliſhment in any 
other light, than that of a mere ſtate- ma- 
chine, calculated to ſerve PEI PORE 
of every kind. f 
J therefore give this public notice to all, 

who hear me in the deſk pronounce the ec- 
cleſiaſtico - political liturgy, that I repeat 
the liturgy as fuch, and not as a form of . 
prayer declarative of my own ſentiments 

„( of 
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f the Deity, to whom 1 ſcriouſly, devout- 
ly, and ſincerely, addreſs. Prayer, praiſe, | 
and thankſgiving, in private, in' the name 
of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or as his diſciple 
and follower ; lamenting, that I am depriy- 
ed of the power of worſhipping him pub- 
licly in the church, the God of the litur- 
gy and my God being as Lan a8 dun- 
neſs and light. 
Not to inſiſt on the 8 8 of 
"2 metaphyſical abſurdities and contradictions, 
contained in the Athanaſian creed, and en- 
forced as articles of faith upon the con- 
ſciences of men, by the preſumptuous de- 
nunciation of horrid church-anathemas; 
it is evident, that in the litany is invoked an 
© holy, bleſſed, and glorious trinity, three 
© perſons and one God; — and, when, at 
the commencement of the general thankſ. 
giving, excellent in its kind, I be naturally 
led to think, that L addreſs the one indivi- 
Able ſupreme Being, under the title of 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
Jam, to my aſtoniſnment, diſagreeably 
undeceived in the concluſion, which con- 
fiſts. of a doxology, aſcribing ail honour. 
c and. glory to der 8 Almighty God, 


and 
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_ the Holy Ghoſt. Conſequently, Al- 
mighty God is here to be conſidered as but 
one-third part of Deity ;. and, according- 
ly, we are expreſsly informed, in the firſt 
of the two collects for the king, in the 
communion-ſervice, that Jeſus Chriſt, 
* with Almighty God, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
« liveth and reigneth ever one God, world 
* without end.” A moſt curious and match- 
leſs example of a; nonſen ſe and 
contradiction! | 
Nov this fri- un 1 this en di- 
vinity, is, in my eſtimation, nothing more 
or leſs, than a nothing in the world,” 
which is Paul's characteriſtic of * an idol.“ 
However, an hieroglyphic figure of this 
non-entity is actually repreſented. over the 
communion=-table (often, abſurdly enough, 
called the altar) in many of our churches. 
It is almoſt needleſs. to obſerve, that the 
form of it is triangular, ſurrounded with 
what is called a glory, or a ſplendid circle 
of rays of light, with the incommunicable 
name, run, incloſed within it. This al- 
tar- piece (for we ſtill are partial to the po- 
piſh terms, altar, and altar- piece) is, in 
ſome churches, additionally, and ſuperb- 


ly, 
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ly, decorated with the diſplayed wings of 
trumpeting Seraphim, angelic men, formed 
on the model of the gentile-goddeſs, Fame, 
and with the mercurial heads of cherubim, 
plump roſy- cheeked angelic- boys, bo peep- 
ing out of clouds, and ſuggeſting to the 
foi tual chriſtian the carnal idea of heathen- 

cupids. But | 


Ye idolizing orthodox dries 155 

Who circumſcribe the Deity with lines, 
Know, God is one nor is th' eternal king, 
O vile reſemblance ! a zbree-corner'd thing. 


O my countrymen ! fooled by prieſts, of 
whom ſome are ſelf-deceived, and others 
are too much engrofled by a ſordid attach- 
ment to their worldly intereſts, to attempt 
to undeceive you, this fanciful three-one 
God, repreſented under the fimilitude of a 
triangle confined within a circle, is © 52 
God, ye worſhip ;'—and, I may add, 
* worſhip ye know not what: —1 *. 

* what I worſhip.” 
| My ſupreme being is ſtrictly, and 11 
| Iv, One. To me there is but one God, 
* the F ather, and one mediator betwixt 
God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus,” or 
the 


. 
the anointed Savio ur,—who acknowledges 
him to be the only true God, and his God 
and Father,” He is our Saviour, as prin- 
cipal, and Chriſt is our Saviour, as his ſub- 
ordinate inſtrumental agent. This God to 
many of you unknown * deelare I unto you,” 
with the ſame freedom and boldneſs, with 
which Paul arraigned the idolatry of the 
Athenians. The infinitely wiſe, great, and 
good, being,—the one God and Father of 
all, independent, and ſelf- exiſtent, immor- 
tal, and inviſible,.— who has expreſsly de- 
clared, that he will not give his glory to 
another, nor his worſhip to carved images, 
(or painted triangles) I © worſhip in ſpirit, 
* and in truth,'—and, in my prayer before 
ſermon, * particularly beſeech him, to de- 
feat the anti · chriſtian deſigns of every 
* ſpecies of ſpiritual tyranny, perſecution, 
and oppreſſion, to put an end to all ido- 
latry, and ſuperſtition, and to proſper the 
* labours of all, who preach the goſpel, in 
* uncorruptneſs and love.” I am careful 
alſo to inculcate on the minds of my hear- 
ers, this great fundamental truth of all re- 
ligion, as well natural as revealed, the /ite- 
ral unity of the ſupreme being. 
| While 
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While I thus maintain my free agency, 


and act honeſtly, and without duplicity, in 
the pulpit, I can reconcile it to my con- 
5 ſcience, to be neceſſarily, and mechani- 


cally, acted upon, in the deſk, as a pup- 
pet, whoſe, tongue is ſet in motion by the 
biſhops, thoſe unſeen raree ſhew- men 
behind the curtain, who pull the 


5 wires. —Merely to pleaſe hierarchs, and to 
furniſh them with an occaſion to raiſe a 


laugh at my expence, who love the emo- 
luments of the church too well to engage 
in a reformation of its doctrines and 
worſhip, I ſhould think myſelf very culpa- 
ble, to leave the church-traae, in which 1 
have been long initiated. — I have hither- 


to indeed earned but a ſlender pittance by it, 


but muſt continue in it, being badly quali- 
fied to undertake other worldly employ- 
ments; from which too I underſtand that 
I am excluded by the law, as it now ſtands, 
the profeſſion of phyſic, and the education 
of youth, excepted. The former it is too 
late in life for me to begin to learn, and 
for the latter I have the moſt cordial averſion. 

Of the preceding arrangement of my 
deportment i in the delk and pulpit, the re- 


ſult 
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ſult of mature deliberation, I have now 
made that public declaration, which alone 
was wanting to render it perfectly ſatisfac- 
tory to my own judgment. Of all human 
beings, my conduct in this inſtance is a 
point, which concerns myſelf alone. I 
judge no man; — let no man judge me- 
To our own maſter,” Chriſt, the delegated 
judge of all, we muſt, in God's due ap- 
pointed time, reſpectively : ſtand, or fall.” 

Admitting, that it was poſlible, a caſe, 
ſimilar to that of Naaman, recorded in 
ſcripture, could happen to me, though I 
ſhould not think myſelf juſtified in bow- 
ing down myſelf” to the idol of my hea» 
then-maſter, yet I could, very conſiſtently 
with my acknowledgment, and worſhip, 
of the one, only true, God, accompany 
him to his idol-temple, in virtue of the 
office he might honour me with, as captain 
of his hoſt, provided I previouſly and un- 
_ equivocally acknowledged, in as public a 
manner as poſſible, to my king and his 
people, that I went thither, merely as an 
attendant upon his perſon, and not as a 
| W of his idol. | 
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Jo like manner, if it had been my lot to 
have exiſted at Epheſus in the days of Paul, 
been led by his preaching to embrace chriſ- 


5 tianity, and, at the ſane time, had worked 
at the trade of a ſilver-ſmith, I probably 


ſhould have thought it unreaſonable, and, 


_ conſequently, not obligatory on my con- 


ſcience, to have dropped the moſt lucrative 
branch of my trade, the making of ſil- 
ver ſhrines for Diana, without a ſpecial 
commiſſion from God ſo to do. I think, 


in this caſe, I ſhould have plainly, and ſin- 


cerely, declared to my heathen-acighbours ; 
Good folks! I am perſuaded, ye are 
all in the wrong, in reſpect to your re- 
© ligious practices, and cordially diſap- 
© prove. and totally renounce, your eiſta- 
© bliſhed idolatrous polytheiſm. Ye will 
do well to liſten to the preaching of this 
© Paul, who exhorts you, in virtue of a 
divine commillion, of which he is ready 


to give you inconteſtible evidence by the 


actual diſplay of iadubitable miracles, to 
„ turn from theſe vanities, and ſerve the 
FC one living, and true, God. For my 
* own part, I propoſe to direct my future 
L addreſſes of prayer and praiſe to him 

* alone, 
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0 alone: the infinitely wiſe, great, and ak 


Father of the univerſe ; being convinced 
of the extreme ſinfulneſs of idol-worſhip.” | 
I ye too be ſo convinced, ye will have 


no facther occaſion for employing me, or 
t any brother of the trade, in what at pre- 
« ſent conſtitutes, as ye very well know, 
© the main, and the moſt advantageous, ar- 
« ticle in the buſineſs of a filver-ſmith. 


But, if ye be not ſo convinced, and per- 


it in 


opinion, (which, I frankly aſ- 
« fare you, is, in my idea, repugnant to 


truth and common ſenſe) that ( thoſe are 


, << God's, which are made with hands,” — 
and, conſequently, be determined to wor- 
8 ſhip ſilver ſtatues of your great goddeſs, as 

ye call her ;—l will even make them for 
« you, to the beſt of my workmanſhip, as 
© heretofore ;—for I do not approve of fur- 
5 ring. thoſe of the ſame craft with 


opportunity to outſtrip me in the exerciſe 


5 4 the moſt profitable branch of the 


« worldly calling, to which I have been 
trained from a child.“ 

Notwithſtanding theſe ſuppoſed inſtances 
be ſufficient to convey my meaning, yet 
I will 
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I will rengrhen th Winn with þ the addition ot 


another 

It is true indeed, der an 140 be no- 
thing in the world, and all meats be cre- 
«ated to be received with thankſgiving by 
6 them, who believe, and know, the truth; 
yet I ſhould have been criminal in 
eating of thoſe things, which were of- 
* fered in ſacrifice to idols in the preſence 
of a weak brother, — who, knowing them 
to be ſuch, and not perfectly underſtanding 
the extent of chriſtian liberty in this in- 
ſtance, might imagine, that, by eating 
them, I acknowledged the lawfulneſs of 
idol-worſhip and communion. — Therefore 
it would have been incumbent on me to 
abſtain from them, for the ſake of his con- 
ſcience; which would have been offended, at 
leaſt, by my eating them, if the worſe conſe- 
quence had not enſued of encouraging him, 
by my example, to partake of them himſelf, 
in direct violation of his conſcience. 

But, admitting it to be poſſible that 1 muſt 
have died with hunger if I had not par- 
taken of the fleſh of theſe heathen-facrifi- 


ces; — I ſhould, in my own judgment, 
with ought to be the ſole rule of my own 


conduct, | 


5 1 87 1 8: 
röhdück, have purfucd the e of duty to 
Its utmoſt ſtretch, if I had endeavoured, to 
the extent of my abifity, and by all the ra- 
tional arguments of benevolent perſuaſion, | 
to fedtify the etror in judgment of my 
chriftiart brother. But, in literally fa- 
miſhing myſelf, tather than pattake of 
meafs offered to idols, when I could « con- 
ſcientiouſly have eaten them, I ſhould have 
incurred the guilt 6f ſuicide, out of com- 
plaiſance to his weakneſs ; which, as a 
ſin, and that bf the deepeſt dye; it would 
have been incumbent on me to avoid: 
for it matters not, whether a man ſtarve, 
hang, or drown, himſelf; — in all the 
three Caſes, he is equally guilty of fuicide. 

Now this argument applies, with equal 
force and energy, to the affair of ſubſeripton. 
There is but one %%% alternative, name- 
ly, ſubſcribe, or ſtarve, I prefer fubſcrip- 
tion to fathine ; becaufe 1 have exerted; 
and ftill continue to exert; my beſt endea- 
yours, in a peaceable; upright; legal, way, 
to temove ſubſcription z — and becauſe 
I now, from the preſs, frankly and fincere- 
ty announce to the public the expedient, by 
which I perſiſt in the public peruſal of the 

N efta- 
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eſtabliſhed liturgy, free from the ſecret up- 
braidings of my own mind, regarding it, 
to repeat what I before. advanced, as a politi- 
co- eceleſiaſtical form of words, cr ſtock 
in trade, in which religion itſelf ; is not at 
all concerned, and ſubſcri ption to that, and 
to the articles, as the mere. inſignificant ce- 
remony of under - writing my name to a no- 


leſs inſignificant and old obſolete law-ſta- 


tute, meant to be. regarded two centuries 
agone, when it was firſt enacted, but equal- 
ly deſigned to be diſregarded now, though 
not formally repealed ;—it being cuſtomary 
to releaſe from the: ſeverity of an act of 


parliament, when either its uſefulneſs 


ceaſes, or it 1s diſcovered to be more uſe- 
les than uſeful. In both of theſe cafes, 
it is to be underſtood as tacitly, and vir- 
tually, before it be expreſsly, and "pf Jaclo, 
repealed. 

This, I think, may be aſſerted without 
the hazard of affronting the three eſtates of 
the realm, or the gentlemen of the law. 
I can truly affirm, 1 mean no offence to 
the one, or the other. On the contrary, 


to the former I'chearfully render their ac- 
; alte ducs, _ honour, reſpect, and con- 


ſtitu- 
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| ſtitutional obedience, as my legiſlators and 
governors; — and the latter are peculiarly 
intitled to every teſtimony of my regard 
and eſteem as a body af men, not merely 
becauſe I never experienced a ſingle in- 
ſtance of chicanery from any one of them, 
but on account of the acts of friendſhip in 
the way of their profeſſion, which I have 
received from more than one of this claſs 
of my countrymen, and from one in par- 
ticular. 

As to the plea of thoſe, ha, with my. 
ſelf, diſapproye of the church-ſervice, and 
yet argue for the propriety of their con- 
tinuance to officiate in the deſł from the 
conſideration, that, by their pulpit-inſtruc- 
tions, they may become ſerviceable to the 
chriſtian cauſe, though it may prove ſatis- 
factory to their conſciences, yet it is inad- 
miſſible to mine, — as ſuch a plea, in my 
Judgment, implies the inexcuſable pre- 
ſumption, that God ſtands in need of my 
inſtrumentality in the corrupt church of 
England, in order to promote the welfare 
of his uncorrupt church of Chriſt ;—where- 
as God 1s all-ſufficient to take care of his 
own church, without my feeble aid. 

N 2 I there- 
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1 therefore « cannot perfiſt in the public 


peruſal of the liturgy, on any other ground, 


than that of a ſtate-liturgy ; —as, in fact, 
it is become peculiarly ſuch, ſince the re- 
jection of the clerical petition, and bill, 
by the late houſe of Commons. In ſhort, 
when I recite it in the deſk, I conſider re- 
ligion. as entirely out of the queſtion, and 
myſelf a as exerciſing a ſtate-trade, for which 
was, from my youth, ſet apart by my 
only- ſurviving parent, a tender well-mean- 
ing mother, who judged for me, to the 
beſt of her judgment, at a time of life, 
when 1 was either incapable of judging, 
or too thoughtleſs to judge, for myſelf. 
As in other public offices, I plod on in the 
common beaten track of buſineſs, — - and, 
as in them, fo alſo in the church-office of 
the ſa e, my advancement depends on my 
worldly intereſts and connexions, which 
are neither extenſive, nor conſiderable. 
However, I am happy in the preſent op- 
portunity of publicly acknowledging my 
obligations to a valuable relation, for his 
indefatigable aſſiduity in procuring me 


that church preferment, which I now enjoy, 


—and am ready to accept as much more, 
as 


[197] 

as any friend is able to confer upon me, 10 
long, as government approves of continu- 
ing the eſtabliſhment of wy palitico-cecle- 
Gaſtical trade. 

But my judgment and conſcience herein 
are not to be the ſtandard of thoſe of my 
clerical brethren, who are not convinced. 
of the rectitude thereof. 'On the other 
hand, my two worthy friends, who have, 
I verily believe, from a principle truly con- 
ſcientious, reſigned the preferment Wiel 
they reſpectively held in the eßabliſhed 
church, the one in that of England, and 
the other in that of Ireland, are, in my opi- 
nion, too well inſtructed in the ſpirit of 
chriſtianity, to preſume to judge my li- 
berty by their conſciences ; — and not to 
know, that happy i is he, who condemn - 
eth not himſelf f in that which he allow- 
eth. Since 1 wrote the above, a third 
inſtance, of ſimilar reſignation, of church- 
preferment has reached mine ears. How- 
ever, while I continue in my preſent ſenti- 
ments of regarding the politically eſtabliſh- 
ed church in the light of a worldly trade, 
(and fofttively it is, comparatively with 
other trades, ſuper latively ſo) the cacocthes 
of reſignation, though it have ſeized the 
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| minds of men, for whom I cheriſh ; + ſin⸗ 
cere eſteem, as men of good moral princi- 
ples, will not affect my conſcience, till 
ſuch time as I can, on ſelf- atisfactory 


grounds, change my e on this 
point. 


| But, as paſt refignations may 1 be Glen. 
ed by future of the like kind, I beg leave 
to ſuggeſt a quzre, whether they might 
not be rendered doubly meritorious, if they 
could be made to take place i in favour of 
thoſe of the clerical petitioners, who, felf- 
fatisfied, that they have taken true pains, 
by the conſtitutional mode of a plication, 
repeatedly, though aper a made to 
the late houſe of Commons, to obtain 2 
legal redreſs of the grievance of ſubicrip- N 
tion, as it now ſtands, can, like myſelf, 
conſcientiouſly ſubſcribe again, and, conſe- 
quently, accept the yacated preferment. 
For all future Propoſals of church-refor- 
mation will iſſue with : a much better grace 
from thoſe of the petitionin 8 brethren» 


who continue in the church, than from 
thoſe who have deſerted | it and every ac- 


ceſſion of church-preferment to the former 
win, in theſe worldly times, which are 


remark- 
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remarkable for * influence to "weal th, 
be Accompanied with an addition of weight 
and energy to their propoſals. 
i But, in truth, the continued renewal of 
the addreſs of the petitioners to the new 


| Houle, of Commons pre- ſuppoſed, the 


whole buſineſs of ſubſcription Now evident- 
ly reſts with that branch of the legiſlature, 
as do alſo the aforeſaid, or any fimilar, pro- 


poſals of a complete church: reformation, 


which they alone, in con) junction with the 
Jords and king, can oe 

The two poles of this terraqueous ks 
are not more diſtant from each other, than 
I am remote from the proſpect of attaining 


a dioceſan biſhopric,. that good thing,” 


which many a dutiful, and undutiful, fon 
of mother-church, * defireth,” eſpecially, 
as the office annext to it is a mere ſine- 
cure, when compared with that of an apoſ- 
tolic biſhop, But if, indeed, by a train 
of unforeſeen improbable events, I ſhould 
ever be elevated to the hierarchical dignity, 


it 1s my fixt, and, 1 hope, will prove my 
invariable, intention, convinced as I am, 


that all civil eſtabli 


ts in religion, are 


anti- chr iſtian, to make an annual motion 
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in the houſe of Lords, ſo long as it ſhall 
Bf be neceſſary, in favour of the e 
wiſe political inſtitution, to be fubſtitute 

in lieu of eyery eccleſiaſtical conſtitution == 
and, if that cannot ' be obtained, as con- 
ſtantly 1 to endeayour, in virtue of my pri- 
vilege, as a Lord ſpiritual, to procure, at 
leaſt, a falutary reformation of our conſti- 
tution in church, conformable to the great 
outlines, delineated i in the foregoing plan, 
of erecting parochial on the ruins of dioce- 
fan epiſcopacy of the emoluments where- - 
of, or of thoſe of the ſubordinate church- 
dignities, and of benefices, whether Cures, 
or ſine· eures, I can conſcientiouſly partake, 
in any given and legally-tenable quantity, 
while others are allowed ſo to do. 

1 do not abſolutely pre-engage to be- 
have in this upright parliamentary manner, 
becauſe there are inſtances among my cle- 
rical brethren of men, who, after their 
conſecration to a biſhopric, have turned 
their backs upon chriſtian liberty, whoſe 
cauſe. they before eſpouſed, fulfilling the 
85 old adage, ve Honours change men's 

manners. I therefore chooſe to diſtruſt 
ple, boping 80 with. the divine 

£314 aſſiſ- 
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aſſiſtance, the more ſecurely to guard againſt 


the corruption of my. ' chriſtian integrity, 
and the, more, effectually 1 to perform my 
righteops_ Intentions, on the very trying 
occaſion f an exaltation to a dioceſan 
biſhopric ; — which, though it be hi ghly 
improbable at preſent that the hierarchical 


dignity ſhould ever fall to my lot, yet the 


ſurprizing viciſſitudes i in human affairs con- 
vince me, is not altogether literally impoſ- 
fible,—Happy ſhall I be, if either the exe- 
cution of the aforeſaid plan of parochial 
epiſcopacy, or the eſtabliſhment of the 


wiſe political inſtitution, recommended in 


lieu of it, which are reſpectfully ſubmitted 
to the Nylon of the public, and of the 


legiſlature, for their joint conſideration, 
correction, and improvement, ſhould ren- 


der my elevation to the mitre a point abſo- 


lutely unneceffary. 

In the mean time, deſtitute as Tam of 
worldly influence, and circumſcribed as I 
muſt neceſſarily be in my ability by my 


preſent very moderate church circumſtan- 


ces, I reſt ſatisfied with having exerted my 
molt ſtrenuous endeavours, in this pam- 
PRO, to effect a en reformation of 
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995 Gnflibution's in church;—adding theres 
to this frank confeſſion, that the friends to 
teligious liberty in the eſtabliſhed church, 
whether they be clergymen, or laymen, 
way expect to find me ready to aſſociate 
El. them, in petitioning the houſe of 
ommons for that excellent purpoſe, on 
; my own. comprehenſive levelling plan, or or 
on an improvement of it by others. 
| 8. know not a ſingle particular more 
wanting on my part, as a private clerical 
individual, to accompliſh fo deſirable an 
object, Happy, i in 1 thy conſolatory reflex- 
jon, I make a ſolemn and public declara- 
tion to every claſs of men, throughout 
England and Wales that, if a bold pub- 
| lication of my ſentiments on the neceſſity, 
expediency, utility, and practicability, of 
this levelling ſcheme of church-reforma- 
tion,—if free, but juſt, animadverſions on 
a part of the late addreſs of the convocation 
to his majeſty,—if a farcical deſcription of 
an. epiſcopo-military 1 triumyirate arming for 
the american warfare, ſhould unfortunately 
involve me in diſagreable worldly conſe- 
quences, I hope, through the divine aſſiſ- 
tance, which, on my ſincere and humble 
ſupplication 


FH. 
ſupplleation for it, allies . te to write, 
ſpeak, and act, ty che cavſe of genuine 


WY fiftianity, to WAG chem with calmgels, 


compofure, and patience. I hope too, guard- 
ing a8 l the ralli cohfidence of Peter in 


His Sun ftretigth, to be enabled, by te- 


a à fhehalt truſt it in e heaven y Fa 
97 the God of all & com ort in teil ula- 


ne 


tude, any eg and ey he 5 
ündetgo. {I repeat a former expreſſion) 


eben unto priſon, and unto death,” in 


gonſecſuence of this lawful” and tieceſſiry, 
but arduotis and hazardous, enterprize, — 
the propofal of a plan to amend dur con- 
Kitt ion in ( Büreh. Witliout this, or a 
like dfeftual amendment, 1 apprehend; it 


is in Vain to expect, that chtiltianity ſhould 


ever recover its uftadlülterated truth and 

fithplicity, in *tſpe& 'of dockrine, in the 
minds, or its primitive pi ity and probity, 
in feſpect of morals, W ich! ate of inktjite 


importance in the ations of men. 


My neareſt, and dearelt, relatives, and 


8 tenderly ſollcitous for my tempo- 


ral 


On 

* 

S: 
b 
1 
f 
; 
„ 
} 

: 
Fi 


rr 


n 
Gd FI 3 


Ly” p — 


[ 204% 
ral welfare, if they had been apprized of 
my. defign, would, probably, have coun- 
ſeled me, not to affix my name to this pub- 
lication ; ;—but, to adopt : 2 Boſtonian phraſe, 
* 1 feel-myſelf bold. in the purſuit of this 
glorious cauſe of chriſtian truth and virtue, 
in which 1 have voluntarily engaged. To 
be. aſhamed of an undertaking, which . 
regard as my trueſt glory, or moſt to be 
afraid, when 1 have reaſon to be moſt cou- 
rageous, would betray a ſhameful want 
of chriſtian fortitude and magnanimity. 


| Moreover, independently of that wel- 
in that moſt eſſential point, religion, which 
ought to enimate me, I own, though 
the tacit approbation of my own con- 
ſcience outweigh. popular applauſe, that I 
would not be thought altogether inſenſible 
of that portion of public fame, which 
may be beſtowed. on me by thoſe worthy 
and ſerious chriſtians, who perceive, and 
lament, with myſelf, the increaſing ten- 
dency i injurious to the reviyal of evangelic 
principles and practice, in their native un- 
corruptneſs, which follows from the con- 
tinuance of digceſan <piſcopacy, inexcuſa- 
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| | bly obtruded upon that religion, which ac- 


Kknowledges no Lord, and head, appointed 
by God in religious concerns, but Chriſt. 

He, as he chearfully © rendered to Cæſar 
© the things which were Cæſar's, and 
encroached not upon the kingdoms: of the 
world, ought, ſurely, to reign ſole king in 
his own ſpiritual kingdom, given him by 


Sod.— But hierarchs and Lords ſpiritual, 


thoſe © lords over God's heritage”, ſtiled the 

governors of the church, in whoſe perſons 
are unnaturally incorporated religion and 
politics, are hoſtile invaders of the kingdom 
of Chriſt, © loving ' and exerciſing, a pre- 
eminence in his church, and « dominion 


cover the faith' of its members; — and, 


moreover, uſurp the power of the civil ma- 
giſtrate in part, in the inſtance of claiming, 
and bearing, a ſhare in the We and 

judicature, of this kingdom. | 
Laſtly, let thoſe ſhun the light, whoſe 
deeds cannot face it ;—let thoſe ſink under 
the deceitful quick-ſands of falſhood, who 
choole to truſt to her. 1 love neither dark- 
neſs, nor falſhood. Hypocriſy and diſſi- 
mulation 1 ſcorn. — Plain- dealing and fin- 
cerity I prize ; -— and am unwilling to diſ- 
| grace 
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grace uh  wosthy anceſtry of the fourteenth 
centiary,” who ſelocted #eritgs Petra nora 


for their family-device. True to” this, 


the rock of truth; and relying on God, my 
beſt friend, though an hoſt of foes. were 
againt me, yet ſhall not my heart be a- 
fraig. Like my name ſake the apoſtle Pe- 
ter, (for Peter and Stone are terms ſynoni- 


call humility, hope to be ever true to truth, 
< the truth, as it is in Jeſus, — and, con- 
ſequently, to a& my part on the Rage of 
this life, in a manner not unworthy of che 
ſut- name of Stone. | 

I mean, likewiſe, to pay a machs « re- 
gard to the purport of my baptiſmal name, 
Francis, which implics Free, by aſſerting 
boldly, in this vowed moſt public manner, 


the tight of every chriſtian individual to the 


full enjoyment, and unreſtrained exerciſe, 
of that ſpecies of eixil or ſocial liberty, 
which is uſually ſtiled religious, the Ro- 
maniſts excepted, who muſt be reſtricted 
in the indulgenceof their idolatrousworſhip, 
for obvious and ſubſtantial political reaſons. 


189 1 


I indeed the ſuperſtition of modern papal 
Rome conſiſted merely of the will- worſhip 


of faints-mediators grafted on the fanciful 


polytheiſm of antient pagan Rome, — and 


of other idolatrous trumpery, it would be 


cognizable and puniſhable by a divine tribu- 


nal alone. But, as it profeſſedly ſtrikes at 
the annihilation of the exiſtence of our civil 
conſtitution, by ſubjecting Our king, and 
his kingdom, with their liberties, proper - 
ties, and conſciences, tothe arbitrary diſpoſal 
of their temporal and ſpiritual head, the bi- 
ſhop of Rome perſonally, or his church col 
lectively, it is evident, that the Romaniſts 
maintain, under the deceitful guiſe of a reli- 


gious tenet, a moſt deſtructive political max- 


im, and, conſequently, muſt be reſtrained 
from annoying, and deſtroying, us, whoſe 


anceſtry bled under their murthering hands, 


by a dread of the enforcement of thoſe pe- 
nal ſtatutes, which were framed, by the 


watchful wiſdom of our legiſlature, for 
that ſalutary and neceſſary purpoſe. I hope 
therefore the continuance of theſe ſtatutes 


will be, eoeval with the duration of their 


formidable eccleſiaſtical ſyſtem of ſpiritual = 
Un eee — Eſpecially, as a confi- 


dence 
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dence may be placed in the humanity of 
the Britiſh legiſlature. and public, that they 
will ever be executed, in every neceſſary. 
caſe, in as mild a manner, as ſhall be con- 
ſiſtent with the grand object in view, — 
namely, national ſecurity from the ne- 
farious and blood- thirſty attempts of the 
papiſts. The penal laws enacted againſt 
them reſemble the guardian · dogs in the fa · 
ble ;—if they be ſuſpended,” the wolf is let 
looſe into the fold, and ſet on to devour the 
ſheep. As, by God's bleſſing, the nation 
has been repeatedly delivered from the 
eruel common enemy, let us not preſume 
upon the divine mercy, by becoming care- 
leſs, and raſhly confident of ſelf- preſerva- 
tion againſt his inſidious attacks. He acts 
by ſtratagem, through the dangerous in- 
ſtrumentality of the ſubtle order df Je- 
ſuits, that pillar of the papal ſupremacy, 
till a favourable opportunity offers for an 
open aſſault with the ſword. The ſangui- 
nary ſpirit of popery is not dead, but ſleep- 
eth; — and an unwiſe relaxation of neceſ- 
fary legal ſeverity would awaken it, in all 
its infernal terrors, and inſatiate fury, and 
excite it to a renewal of tragic ſcenes, ſi- 

milar 


ta. 
milar to the Bartholomew-maſſacre of Pa⸗ 
5 ris.— the Sicilian veſpers, the Iriſh maſſa- 
ere, and our own Smithfield conflagra- 
tions, all perpetrated by the arch-anti-chriſ- 
ſtian power of the chureh of Rome. Per- 
ſecution is its fundamental and invariable 
principle. A church therefore, thus conſti · 
tuted, whoſe known principle is intole- 
rance, cannot, in the nature of things, be 
intitled to toleration, which proteſtant 
diſſenters of every denomination, who diſa- 
vow perſecution, will deſerve to enjoy in an 
unlimited degree, zealouſly attached as they 
are, and not leſs ſo than the members of 
the eſtabliſhed - church, to the proteſtant 
ſucceſſion of the houſe of Hanover to the 
imperial throne of Great-Britain: | 
I have been thus particular in my te- 
marks on the intolerant ſpirit of popery, in 
order to counteract the bad conſequences of 
an alarming poſition, contained in the charge 
of a certain dioceſan at his laſt N 
which was expreſſed in words to this effect. 
that ſome relaxation of the penal laws ne 
the papiſts, as it was perfectly conſonant to the 
ſpirit of our religion, . a religion built upon love, 
was 4/2 advi able, * e they bad greatly 
O relaxed 
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relaxed from their anti- chriſtian ſpirit of ihto= 
trance. This, however, is a petitio pri ncipii 
which cannot be granted; —for the inabi- 
lity of the Romaniſts to exert that ſpirit, 
reſtrained as it is by the penal ſtatutes, can- 
not be adduced in proof, that the ſpirit it- 
felf does not ſeeretly exiſt, We may as well 
argue, that a curſt cur, who was notorious: 
for biting, before he was muzzled, will not 
renew his inveterate miſchievous tricks, if 


the muzzle be removed. A Latin poet ſays 
of Nature; 


6: Nene expellas fared E gel eue re- 


% eee 

We pepery ſtands in the ſame ics. 
ment with nature; for perſecution is inter- 
woven with its very nature. But the afore- 
ſaid dangerous inſinuation, which publicly 
ifſued from the lips of a proteſtant biſhop, 
was, I apprehend, from my knowledge of 
epiſcopal craft, calculated to apologize to 
his clergy, for his parliamentary ſuffrage in 
favour of the pernicious Quebec- act, which 
militates againſt proteſtantiſm. His poli- 
tical miſconduct, and that of the mitred 
fraternity in general, in this inſtance, is 
with me an additional cogent argument for 
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the ſubverſion of the vidralthy; and for the 
conſequent expulſion of ſpiritual as from 
the houſe of peers. 

I have now produced the weighty argu- 
kients of conſiſtent proteſtants, for the ex- 
ception of the Romaniſts from the unre- 
ſtrained exerciſe of what they may tile re- 
ligious liberty, but what proteſtants cannot 
but term an'impolitic licenſe to ſubvert the 
civil conſtitution of thoſe whom they are 
pleaſed to denominate heretics, and to com- 
Pe them to embrace their ſuperſtition. 

I have alſo aſſigned the ſeveral motives 
which induced me, unimportant homuncio 
as I am, to appear under my real name and 
character in this treatiſe ;—which is uſher- 
ed into the world, with all its imperfec- 
© tions on its head, and without the com- 
munication of its contents to a ſingle hu- 
man creature; ' previouſly to its publication. 
Hence the glory and the ſhame, * the good 
and the evil report, conſequent upon it, 
(a church-reformer muſt expect to expe- 
rience a ſhare of both) neceſſarily redound 
to myſelf alone. 

Perhaps the dictates of worldly prudence, 
if attended to, might have counſeled me 

O 2 to 
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to ſhelter myſelf under the mean ſubter- 
fuge of anonymous, or pſeudonymous, pub- 
lication. But, in truth, on caſting a re- 
troſpective eye over the whole of my plan 
of a conſtitution in church, which would 
prove injurious to none, but beneficial to 
all men, I cannot diſcern the neceſſity of 
the ſelfiſh admonitions of that very ſage 
and diſcreet lady ; lady Y I repeat; mankind, 
equally complaiſant and rude to the fair 
ſex, however. they diſſent on other points, 
being agreed in this one particular, viz. 
that moſt virtues, and vices, temperance, and 
the very maſculine accompliſhment, forti- 
tude, excepted, are to be perſonified under 
the feminine gender. | 
It muſt indeed be confeſſed, that the 
lords ſpiritual have been treated rather ca- 
valierly : — but, on. the other, hand, 
ſhould be conſidered, that raillery is a 
only weapon which can make any Impreſ- 
ſion on the callous conſciences of hierarchs, 
who have afforded abundant teſtimony, that 
they are inſenſible, and inimical, to every 
application, in favour of church-reforma- 
tion. It ought likewiſe to be remembered, 
that ample amends have been made for the 


plea- 


LATE 
pleafantry indulged at their expence in that 
part of my plan, wherein I adviſe the mea- 
ſure of penſioning the preſent bench of di- 
oceſan biſhops for life, to the full amount 
of their reſpective ſuppreſſed church-reve- 
nues. They, when deprived of their ſe- 


natorial honours, and delivered from the 


temptation of worldly ambition, to which 


they are, by the very nature of the preſent | 


church-conſtitution, unavoidably and cru- 
elly expoſed, may gradually recover that 
priſtine tenderneſs of conſcience, which 

they enjoyed, before it was hardened by the 
pride of life, and hackneyed in the ways of 
the world, I verily believe, there is not a 


man of the whole fraternity of ſpiritual 


lords, who would not prove an ornament 
to the chriſtian religion, and a worthy diſ- 
ciple of his maſter Chriſt, if he were but 
reduced, in conſequence of the execution 
of the propoſed, or a fimilar, new arrange- 
ment of our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, 


from a public, to a private, ſtation, In 


that caſe, as I ſhould haye no farther occa- 
ſion for the uſe of the epiſcopo-maſtix, ſo 
alſo, in all human probability, the virtues | 
of the lords biſhops, which are now ob- 
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ſcured by the black miſt of temporal ſelf- 


intereſt, would ſhine forth with a blaze =. 


glory, reſembling the ſplendid light of the 
ſun, when it breaks forth from the dark 


cover of an envious cloud. Then would I, 


who now, with too much reaſon, but with 
reluctance and regret, cenſure their con- 
duct, with joy, and an hearty good-will, 
reſume the pen in their praiſe. 

| Thereſt of the dignified clergy, and all 


others, whole benefices are ſine· cures, will 


have no reaſon to complain of me, as they 


likewiſe, in conſequence of my church- 
reforming ſcheme, would receive penſions 
for life, to the extent of Wir former eccle- 


fiaſtical i incomes. 


Thoſe rectors too, and vicars,—in ſhort 
all, whoſe benefices, attended with the cure 


of ſouls, exceed in value two hundred 


pounds per annum each, —and who are to 
be continued, each of them, in one ſuch 


benefice, diſtinguiſhed in future by the new 
denomination of a parochial biſhopric, can- 


not be diſſatisfied, as they would be in the 
ſame manner provided for, durante vitd, it 


being propoſed to reduce their parochial bi- 


x to the e of two hun- 
dred 
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dred pounds per annum each, at their we. 
ſpective deaths, and not before, © 
From the clergymen of this claſs, whoſe 
benefices do not amount to the ſum of two 
hundred pounds per annum each, 1 ſhall 
be intitled to thanks and praiſe, as they, 
on aſſuming the new denomination of pa- 
rochial biſhops or paſtors, would each en- 
joy the ſaid ſalary of two hundred er 
per annum. 
But the largeſt portion of grateful ac- 
knowledgment would be due to me from 
the hired curates, who, in conſequence of 
the execution of my church-reforming 
ſcheme, would exchange the precarious te- 
nure of a curacy for the certain poſſeſſion 
of an annuity of one hundred pounds per 
annum each, for their immediate ſupport, 
till ſuch time, as they ſhall gradually ſuc- 
ceed to parochial biſhoprics. of two hun= 
dred pounds per annum each; - which fuc- 
ceſſion will be the ſooner completed, as all 
pluralities will be ſuppreſt. 
The two univerſities will, no doubt, ho- 
nour me with fome diſtinguiſhing mark of 
their approbation, as this new arrangement 
” the eccleſiaſtical conſtitution is ſingular- 
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ly beneficial to them, in the final event. 


For, when the preſent race of curates ſhall 
be extinct in their univerſal ſucceſſion ta 
parochial biſhoprics, it has been propoſed, 
that the-future continued ſupply of paro- 

chial paſtors ſhall be excluſively taken from 
thoſe ſeminaries of learning, and regulated 
by the alternate academical ſeniority of their 
reſpective members, accompanied with 


thoſe ſeveral preparatory qualifications to an 
admiſſion to the paſtoral function, which 


have been before repeatedly repreſſed. 


The houſe of commons, and the lords 
temporal, I truſt, will not be diſpleaſed 


With my propoſal for the deſtruction of the 
hierarchy, as they would be thereby en- 


abled, in common with the ſubordinate 
claſſes of the community, to become pur- 


chaſers of the lands and houſes of the 
church. 

The temporal lords, in particular, will 
probably be well-ſatisfied, that, by the 
expulſion of lords ſpiritual from their houſe, 
all reſtraint on the freedom of debate for 
the intereſts of the nation, cauſed by them, 


will neceſſarily ceaſe. By the ſuppreſſion 


of t the hicrarchical, and ſubordinate eccle- 
ſiaſtical, 
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fiaſtical, dignities, the lords temporal in- 
deed will be deprived of one method of 
procuring an ample proviſion for the young- 
er branches of their families. Be it fo, 
Still promotion in the army, and in the na- 
vy, will be open to them, as heretofore ;z— 
and, though, according to the new arrange- 
ment of parochial epiſcopacy, they would 
only enjoy the common benefit of paſtoral 
ſucceſſion ariſing from academical ſeniori- 
ty, and all proſpect of lucrative preferment 
in the church would ceaſe, yet this loſs 
might be fully compenſated to them by the 
gain of commerce ;—which, in this caſe, 
would poſſeſs the excellent property of giv- 
ing to the community, from among the re- 
latives of the nobility, induſtrious and ſer- 
viceable civil bees, in exchange for lazy and 
uſeleſs eccleſiaſtical drones. 
The merchants of Tyre were, and of 
Venice are, the nobles of the land ;—and, 
why the converſe of the propoſition ſhould - 
not in future be realized, in our own coun- 
try,—and the nobles of England, or ra- 
ther their relatives, commence the mer - 
cChants of the land, no ſubſtantial reaſon 
gan be aſſigned, In general, our young 
PD men 


[; 218 ] 

men of quality Go to have hitherto con- 
 fidered- mercantile connections as a degra» 
dation, diſgraceful to their patrician blood, 
and adapted merely to the plebeian charac- 
ter. But an honourable alderman of the 
city of London has wiſely renounced this 
e tſtabliſhed falſe delicacy, which ſavours 
ſtrongly of a ridiculous hauteur; and his 
example, in this inſtance at leaſt, is truly 
worthy of their imitation. The opportu- 
nities, which, it is natural to ſuppoſe, o | 
cur to the eldeſt ſons of peers, in their pe- 
regrinations, of forming a valuable foreign 
correſpondence, may facilitate the com- 
mercial eſtabliſhment of their younger bro- 
thers. Having then recommended to our 
nobility mercantile induſtry, as a deſireable 
ſuccedaneum to eccleſiaſtical indolence, in 
the point of ſettling a proviſion for the ju- 
nior branches of their families, — and its 
equivalent, in point of profit, I flatter my- 
ſelf, my church- reforming ſcheme will not 
be deemed totally undeſerving of their ap- 
probation and encouragement. 

With reſpect to my ſovereign, it cannot 
be doubted, that his acknowledged pious 
viſpoſition will prompt him, to embrace 

with 
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with joy the opportunity. of becoming thg 
firſt chriſtian King, who- ſhould: promote 
the ſpiritual Intereſts of his ſubjecta, a8 
chriſtians, and their civil welfare, as Bri> 
tons, by thruſting the world qui of| the church; 
thus exhibiting in his conduct the amiable 
reverſe of that of Conſtantine. He, as 
the author of the dignity. of human na- 
« ture, juſtly obſerves, was the firſt chriſ= 
tiom emperor, who. * thruſt the world into 
the church, and thereby gave chriſti- 
anity and his country that deep wound, 
which was then painfully felt, and has not 
been healed, from that day to the preſent 
hour; but feſtering ſpread, like a gan- 
grene, till it reached the vitals of evegy bo- 
dy politic throughout the chriſtian world. 
In the next place, as by my ſovereign, 
whoſe loving, loyal, and conſtitutional, ſub- 
je& I am, the lords temporal, and the 
commons, ſo alſo by adminiſtration, my 
plan of parochial epiſcopacy may poſſibly 
be thankfully accepted, and, with ſuitable 
legiſlative improvements, adopted. The 
execution of it indeed would be accompa- 
nied with a loſs to adminiſtration of their 
faſt friends, the lords ſpiritual. But, as 
the 


To] 
the will, not the turpitude, or rectitude, of 
the meaſures, of every adminiſtration is 
the invariable ſtandard, by which they col- 
lectively regulate their ſuffrages in the houſe 
of peers, this would be equally the lot of 
future miniſters ;—while the preſent would 
excluſively enjoy the unſpeakable ſatisfac- 
tion, of inſuring to themſelves a laſting po- 
pularity, in conſequence of purſuing the 
falutary meaſure recommended, of apply - 
ing the produce of ſuppreſſed church- poſ- 
ſeſſions to that deſireable object, the re- 
duction of the heavy load of public debt; 
—a meaſure! which would effectually re- 
ſtore public credit, and exhibit an incon- 
teſtable proof of their true and attentive 
regard to national welfare. Let ſelfiſh- 
ſcribblers of politics proftitute their venal 
pens, to the infamous purpoſe of indiſcri- 
minate fulſom panegyric on all the pro- 
ceedings of adminiſtration. I chooſe ra- 
ther to indulge the ſublime heart-felt plea- 
ſure of a diſintereſted philanthropiſt, en- 
deavouring to make himſelf ſerviceable to 
them, by ſuggeſting. to their obſervation 
this effectual method to erect a durable mo- 
nument to their own fame. 


Laſtly 3 
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Laſtly; I am 1 happy in the conſciouſneſs, 
me optim? meritum efſe de Republics :—for, 
not to repeat the general tendency of my 
new-modelled- conſtitution .in church, to 
promote public utility, as well in civil, as 
in religious concerns, it cannot ſurely eſcape 
the notice of the moſt ſuperficial thinker, 
that the ſingle and ſimple propoſal, of ap- 
propriating the produce of the fale of 
church-lands and great tithes, (which now, 
at a time, when the value of land every 
where increaſes, muſt be very great) the 
fund ariſing from the firſt-fruits and tenths, 
and every ſpecies of church · poſſeſſion and 
revenue, (ſmall tithes excepted, which are 
only propoſed to be ſuppreſſed, ſee page 
160) to the ſole purpoſe of diſcharging, or, 
at leaſt, diminiſhing, the debt of the na- 


tion, now accumulated to the enormous 


ſum of one hundred and forty millions, 
more or leſs, is, in itſelf. alone, an eſſential 
ſervice rendered to the community. This 
may be ſufficient, I modeſtly preſume, to 
intitle me to the hope of being regarded, 

and rewarded, by the court and the City, 
by my own country and her colonies, as a 
PR projector of the firſt magnitude, of 
| whoſe 


A I — — —_ 


w Y - — .. LAB AIC ns 
* — ——ů — U— — — — 
— — — eag_s coo . 
4 


3 
Lo 
12 
44 
TY 
$1 ' 
K 
& : 
3 
__ 
LK 
; _ 
*N 
A 
124 
N 
1 
{| 
b.4 
_ - 
. 
1 
v1 - 
[i 
q 1 
14 
4 
YH 
\ 
{ 
; |. : 
f 4 
4 1 
4 = 
4 
1 4 1 
{ 
17 
' N 
| 4 5 
— þ 
18 4 y 
Li N 
2 
1 
12 
1 i 
17 
11 
4 + F 
+! ö * 
_— 
> 
7* % 
1 3 
4 114 ” 
"4 1 
14 
10 1 
70 ! 
: 
: * 
i » t 
* 4 C 
k : ii 
P 117 
io - | of © 
: 
E 1 
4 24 
* 1 
„ N 
—_—_ 
+. - 
[1 * 
„ 1 
7 & , 
N 7 
. 3 
: 8 . 
KEW 
. 
7 i 
2 o 
. i 
by 
oy 
! 
1 
I” 
14.4.4 
13 
Wye 1 » 
4 „ 
1 ＋ 
1 
Ti 
i PS ; 
4 
1 
8 : oF 
13 4 
« : 
| F 
G 14 
F : \ 
4 ' 
8 
* 
1 
x i 
1 
17 : 
* : 
. WT 
'y ; 
r { 
7 * 
| 1 
* 3 
1 
ö 1 y 
l 


[22] 
whoſe enterprize the national importance 
and utility are ee great, and Ex 
qual to the novelty. 

I am indeed aware, Hadi" may ene 
an arrow at me, for indulging the vi cb- 
mica witli a too frequent intrufion of its 
laughable impertinencies into a ſubject of 
the moſt intereſting : and ferious tendency; 
My apology is, in thEwords of Horace, 


— — — — Nidicufünt aer! lag ; 
2 Fortids ac melids e eee ſecat res. 


Beſides, I write for the peruſal of _ of 
every age, taſte, genius, and opinio 

and, conſequently, of the young: =" 0 
old, tlie gay and the grave, the mercurial 
and the ſaturnine, — tlie orthodox and the 
heterodox ; and am not intirely without 
hopes, that the ſportſman will teal an hour 
from the” turf.— and the narciſſus of tlie 
age, that thing of the epicene gender, the 
macaroni, the ſame portion of time from 
the toilet; to give my hobby horſical plan 
of church. reformation one fair reading. 
The former, if he ſhould caſually hear of 
orthodoxy's pedigree ſet forth in this pam- 
phlet, will naturally read on, till he meets 
with it. But, it muſt be confeſſed, it con- 
WT: tains 


tains not any thing to ſuit the tafte of 
the latter,—not a word of pins, .powCcer, 


patches, and paint ;—which, I agree with : 


him, are four articles of greater import- 


ance, than ſome of the thirty-nine articles 


of the faith of the church of England. 


wy may uftify my feeble attempts at rail- 


lery, in the particular inſtance of ridicule- 


ing the Athanaſian trinity 1 in unity, and the 
painted allufions to it in our churches, not 
yet ſuffered to be white-waſhed away, by 
the example of the prophet Elijah, —who, 
when the worſhippers of Baal, who, it 
ſeems, was rather hard of hearing, had in- 
voked their idol, withouteffect, from morn, 
even until noon,” mocks them, and ſets at. 
nougght their god, in a moſt exquiſite ſtrain 


of irony.— Cry with. a great voice, — for 


he is a God z—either he meditateth, or 
he hath a purſuit,—or he is in a journey, 
Dor, peradventure, | he fleepeth, and muſt. 


be awaked. 


Another Wende; if not more, may be 


urged againſt the ſtyle of this pamphlet, 


namely, that it abounds with ſelf-ſufficient 


egotiſms. In truth, it muſt be confeſſed, 


that the diſguſtful primitive, and poſleſ- 


five, 


the} -* 

ſive, pronoun, I and ny, very frequently 
occur: an offence ] the more inexcuſeable, 
as it is almoſt as eaſy to write in humble 
imperſonals, or third perſonals, as in arro - 
gant firſt perſonals. But, admitting, that 
the author's natural ſympathy with the e- 
gotiſm, and antipathy to the neutrotiſm, 
and the illetiſm, were invincible, he might 
ſtill have uncenſurably exerciſed his partial. 
redilection for the firſt perſon, by adopt- 
ing the plural noſtrotiſm. No! to the uſe 
of the noſtrotiſm, we, ut, and our, he is 
particularly averſe ; — as the noſtrotiſm 
ought, in his eſtimation, to be folely ap- 
propriated to the regal ſtyle, and he is too 
ſtedfaſtly attached to the duty, he owes to 
his king, to preſume to invade his lawful 
prerogative. In ſhort, the whole truth is, 
he has clothed his ſentiments throughout : 
in a garb of expreſſion, taken from the 
wardrobe of nature, without paying the. 
| leaſt attention to the pronominal article of 
ſtyle. On a review of his little treatiſe, 
he was ſenſibly ſtruck with the multitude _ 
of egotiſms. However, he intends, not 
without permiſſion, to fin in like manner 
for the future, to atone * his paſt offences 
in 
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in this reſpect by an ingenuous acknow- 
n of his guilt; at the ſame time, 
in all bumility, declaring, that we hopes 
he hopes, . and it is hoped, that a candid and 

generous public will fign his pardon, _ 
Io reſume therefore the ſelfiſh egotiſm 
once more, I now, in the trite pulpit- 
« phraſe, draw towards a concluſion,” ex- 
horting my countrymen to join me in pray- 
er to God for the national welfare of our 
Sion,—* pray for the peace of Jeruſalem ;— 
they ſhall proſper, who love thee :—Peace 
abe within thy walls, — Proſperity within 
© thy palaces,'—and the comforts of a com- 
petency- of the neceſſaries, and convenien- 
cies, of life within all thy dwellings, where- 
ſoever diſperſed throughout the four quar- 
ters of this habitable globe . For my 
+ brethren and companions ſakes, I will 
© now ſay, Peace be within thee !”_ 

« Becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord our 
+ God, I will ſeek thy good. 

Theſe ineſtimable bleſſings, peace, proſe 
perity, and plenty, we cannot, my fellow- 
creatures |! fellow-citizens ! and fellow- 
chriſtians ! expect, that the one bountiful 
God, and Father, of all ſhould vouchſafe 
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to beſtow upon us, if we be deficient i in a : 


well-tempered active zeal to reform our cor- 
rupt conſtitution in church,—and, by abo= 
liſhing ſubſcription to the truth of human 
ſyſtems of divinity, gradually reſtore the 
knowledge, and practice, of evangelic 
truth, and probity, to their native ſim pli- 
city, and purity,—to their original fullneſs 


of genuine perfection, through the whole 


human race. 

This moſt defirable event of a yet unful⸗ 
filled prophecy, that * the earth ſhall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, let us, to 
the extent of human ability, be inſtrumen- 
tal in accompliſhing, —particularly by deſ- 
troying thoſe dangerous relics of anti-chriſ- 


tian power,—/þ:ritual baronies and NSbiritual 
courts ;—and thus effectually labour to in- 


troduce that bleſſed ſcene of things, which 
God has pre-determined ſhall take place, in 


his due appointed time: when chriſtians, 


forſaking the commandments of men, and 
following the doctrines of God, ſhall ac- 
knowledge one true God, the Father, and 


one Lord, Jefus Chriſt ;—when the full- 


© 'neſs of the Gentiles ſhall be come in, in 
the inſtance of their general converſion to 
F N the 


of | 32 227 4 
| the faith of Chriſt; 5 wh this happy 


event ſhall be followed by the reſtoration of 


the Jews,—* all' Iſrael * know the Lord, 
« from the leaft of them unto the greateſt 
« of them, —and, with joy and gratitude, 
acknowledge their long- neglected Meſ- 
fiah ;—when the Mohammedan ſhall reject 


his falſe prophet, and embrace the. true 


prophet, Chriſt ; — when, finally, all na- 
tions ſhall be gathered together in one, and 
become * one fold, under one ſhepherd, 
Chriſt our Lord, to the praiſe of God, our 
Father ;'—from whom Chriſt receives his 
fpiritual kingdom, and to whom, when 
« all things ſhall be ſubdued unto him, in 
A complete victory over fin, Satan, and 
death. be ſhall deliver up the kingdom, 

* that God may þe all in all, and reign 

without a delegate. 

Then ſhall thoſe three vial objects, 
contained in our Lord's excellent ſumn 
of petitions, be completely realized, viz, 
* the name of our Father, who is in hea- 
© yen, be univerſally © hallowed ;*' — © his 


kingdom come, in the perfect fullneſs 


of righteouſneſs, peace and love ;—and * his 
q will be done in earth, as it is in hea- 
ven, „ 


8 G oh F 
4% 2 FO * BN 
os a <4 


N s 2. 0 % 7 
— a * * 8 


n 


. or ep gm we 


. — 


— 
. 


— 
2232 0 
* ES 3 5 
5 — = 


— WI 


Fe we er or ĩ˙·¹w AAA 
N R T 21 % * Als: 7 


* 
2» Wu 


* 


— 


A ͥ act reg ge 


3 


wh d 
% 


ne F £Þ 


6 « 
—_ 


3s 


- 


Without end: to him, the king eternal, 
32 immortal, inviſible, the only, wiſe, God. 


4 ſhall he not do it? by Chriſt, that man | 
whom he hath ordained to judge the word,. 


b j 
neither i in duration, kind, nor degree 1 — . 4 | 


for argonantic 1. drgonautic — 1 16, I. , for laj 1. / 


Ven; ; n his . zoral. 
"Eb, righteouſneſs, charity, and te 
Pebanee, by which his kingdom is 18 is to i 
immutably governed, PRO and evermgr : 
obeyed by angels. and men 5 x" | 8801. „ 
To him be glory in . N 55 ch 1 
Chrriſt Jelus, throughout all ages, I 
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who has promiſed (: hach he ſaid? and 


to put his faithful and obedient: ſervants. ind 
poſſeſſion, of a ſtate of felieity, defeQive, 
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